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EDUCATION JOBS PACKAGE 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I rise 
today to urge this body to get our pri-
orities straight. During this trying mo-
ment for struggling families all over 
America, as we work to get our eco-
nomic ship righted, it is our kids and 
schools that should be at the top of our 
list. 

And moving forward with a more 
lasting agenda, this body must make 
good on our commitment to ensure 
that we leave more opportunity for our 
children than we ourselves have had. It 
starts with our commitment to edu-
cation. 

We have a very American responsi-
bility—to set the table for our kids’ fu-
tures; to prepare them for the competi-
tive world that awaits them; and to en-
rich their lives with a better education 
than the one that was offered to us. 
This is our central calling. 

As I have discussed many times be-
fore back in Colorado and here on the 
Senate floor, we must be willing to 
make the hard choices necessary to 
jumpstart our economy and put the 
country on a path that will return us 
to fiscal responsibility. This means 
recognizing how we got into this fiscal 
mess—by not paying for our priorities, 
not planning for future emergencies, 
taking on more than we can afford, and 
damaging, expensive bailouts. 

Yet we cannot fight our way out of 
this fiscal hole riding on the backs of 
our kids. It is wrong, and it is a dis-
service to them. 

I support legislation to preserve 
teacher jobs. And the full Senate must 
do the same. In so many areas, our 
children are taking the brunt of our 
economic downturn. School is one 
place we have to try to inoculate from 
economic hardship. 

Hundreds of thousands of teachers 
across the country—including an esti-
mated 3,000 teachers in Colorado—are 
in jeopardy of losing their jobs if we do 
not act. Districts have already cut 
their budgets substantially. The edu-
cation jobs package would preserve 
thousands of these middle-class jobs. 

I am the first person to say that we 
cannot simply continue to do the same 
thing in education and expect a dif-
ferent result. We need to improve the 
system so it does a better job of sup-
porting our teachers and educating stu-
dents. 

However, we cannot stand by while 
schools are devastated by layoffs. Al-
lowing this would be a shortsighted 
blow against our communities. 

The education jobs package would 
keep people working, and ensure that 
students can continue learning. This 
will actually spur economic recovery 
in the short run, preserving thousands 
of good jobs, and by laying the ground-
work for our kids’ success, it would fos-
ter prosperity in the long run. 

Preserving teaching jobs is a com-
monsense investment. Yet inside the 

Beltway the livelihood of our teachers 
has become a political pawn. We have 
seen people using this money as a nego-
tiating tool. And we have seen people 
force false choices between jobs and 
critical education reforms. Let’s not 
play politics with our children’s future. 

I call on our colleagues to move 
quickly to pass an education jobs pack-
age and keep our teachers in the class-
room so our kids have the tools they 
need to succeed. 
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JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, earlier 
this week, I came to the Senate with 
the respected senior Senator from Ten-
nessee and sought a time agreement to 
consider Jane Stranch of Tennessee, a 
judicial nomination that has been 
stalled by the Republican leadership 
for more than 8 months. It is one of 
more than 20 judicial nominations 
being delayed from Senate consider-
ation by Republican objection. Despite 
the support of Senator ALEXANDER, the 
senior Senator from Tennessee who is 
part of the Republican leadership, the 
Republican leader objected to a time 
agreement to consider the Stranch 
nomination to the Sixth Circuit. I was 
disappointed, as I have been repeatedly 
by Republican obstruction since Presi-
dent Obama was elected. 

Senate Republicans have further 
ratcheted up the obstruction and par-
tisanship that have regrettably become 
commonplace this Congress with re-
gard to judicial nominees. We asked 
merely for a time agreement to debate 
and vote on the nomination. I did not 
foreclose any Republican Senator from 
voting against the nominee or speaking 
against the nominee but simply wanted 
a standard agreement in order to allow 
the majority leader to schedule the de-
bate and get to a vote. This is for a 
nomination reported favorably by the 
Judiciary Committee over eight 
months ago with bipartisan support. 
Yet the Republican leader objected and 
blocked our consideration. 

No one should be confused: the cur-
rent obstruction and stalling by Senate 
Republicans is unprecedented. There is 
no systematic counterpart by Senate 
Democrats. In fact, during the first 2 
years of the Bush administration, the 
100 judges confirmed were considered 
by the Democratically controlled Sen-
ate an average of 25 days from being re-
ported by the Judiciary Committee. 
The average time for confirmed Fed-
eral circuit court nominees was 26 
days. The average time for the 36 Fed-
eral circuit and district and circuit 
court judges confirmed since President 
Obama took office is 82 days and the 
average time for Federal circuit nomi-
nees is 126 days. So when Republicans 
say that we are moving faster than we 
did during the first 2 years of the Bush 
administration they are wrong. It was 
not until the summer of 2001 that the 

Senate majority shifted to Democrats, 
but as soon as it did, we proceeded on 
the judicial nominations of President 
Bush, a Republican President. Indeed, 
by this date during the second year of 
the Bush administration, the Senate 
had confirmed 58 of his judicial nomi-
nations and we were on the way to con-
firming 100 by the end of the year. By 
contrast, Republican obstruction of 
President Obama’s judicial nominees 
has meant that only 36 of his judicial 
nominees have been confirmed. We 
have fallen dramatically behind the 
pace set for consideration of President 
Bush’s nominees. 

With respect to Senate Republican 
leadership’s current practice of hold-
ing, delaying and obstructing Senate 
consideration of judicial nominees re-
ported favorably by the Judiciary Com-
mittee, this is a tactic they reserve for 
nominees of Democratic Presidents. In-
deed, when President Bush was in the 
White House, Senate Republicans took 
the position that it was unconstitu-
tional and wholly inappropriate not to 
vote on nominees approved by the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee. With a 
Democratic President, they have re-
verted to the secret holds that resulted 
in pocket filibusters of more than 60 
nominees during the Clinton years. 
Last year, Senate Republicans success-
fully stalled all but a dozen Federal 
circuit and district court nominees. 
That was the lowest total number of 
judges confirmed in more than 50 
years. They have continued that prac-
tice despite the fact that judicial va-
cancies continue to hover around 100, 
with more than 40 declared judicial 
emergencies. 

Since the nomination of Jane 
Stranch of Tennessee is for a vacancy 
in the Sixth Circuit, when the Repub-
lican leader blocked consideration of 
her nomination earlier this week, I 
provided the history of how nominees 
to the Sixth Circuit by Presidents Clin-
ton and Bush had been treated. Despite 
the fact that Senate Republicans had 
pocket filibustered President Clinton’s 
nominees, Senate Democrats proceeded 
to consider President Bush’s. 

Today I would like to outline the re-
cent history of the Fourth Circuit. Two 
nominees from North Carolina to the 
Fourth Circuit were the subject of a re-
quest for a time agreement by the Sen-
ator from North Carolina last week. 
The Republican leader objected to any 
agreement to debate and vote on those 
nominations, as well. I note that one of 
those North Carolina nominations was 
reported unanimously by the Judiciary 
Committee, and the other received six 
Republican votes in favor and only one 
vote against. They are supported by 
both Senators from North Carolina, 
one a Republican and one a Democrat. 
Still the Republican leadership refuses 
to allow the Senate to consider them. 

When I became chairman of the Judi-
ciary Committee midway through 
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