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ten year celebration will be held in Fresno, 
California on Thursday, July 22, 2010. 

The Whitney Foundation was founded by 
Kathryn Whitney Stephens in 1999 and was 
based on the philosophy that one should 
share with others what one is given. When 
Ms. Stephens came into an inheritance the 
decision about what to do with the money was 
simple: share it with those that are less fortu-
nate and bring a positive change in their lives. 
She wanted to help others become self-suffi-
cient, productive members of society. With this 
vision, and a two million dollar endowment, 
The Whitney Foundation was created and the 
Board of Trustees was put into place in July 
2000. Ms. Stephens and the board initially de-
cided that the grants they provided would not 
fund direct services, but would support pro-
grams that develop self-determination and 
self-reliance through health, education and 
housing. While Ms. Stephens has since 
passed away, The Whitney Foundation still 
holds true to it’s original mission. 

While the Foundation initially provided fund-
ing to a broad range of groups who worked in 
the areas of health, education and housing, 
the Board has since narrowed it’s focus and 
created a niche within these areas to support 
groups who’s goals involve overcoming obsta-
cles, bringing about social change and lending 
assistance to organizations or projects that 
would otherwise fall through the cracks. The 
Whitney Foundation has helped to fund var-
ious housing projects including homeowner-
ship education classes, neighborhood im-
provement and the construction or rehabilita-
tion of low income housing units. They have 
also funded projects that educate others about 
how to become more self-sufficient by learning 
new skills for future employment and living in 
safer and less violent neighborhoods. Finally, 
The Whitney Foundation has provided funding 
to a number of health projects that reach out 
to the uninsured, immigrant health needs and 
programs that promote culturally sensitive 
services. The Whitney Foundation has funded 
over twenty projects that have one or more of 
these principals. Through the Foundation’s 
generosity, non-profits have been able to ex-
tend services that fulfill a need in the commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate The Whitney Foundation on 
ten years of giving. I invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing The Whitney Foundation 
many years of continued success. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 22, 2010 

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, on the 
afternoon of Wednesday, July 21, 2010, I was 
absent from the House and missed rollcall 
votes 454 through 455 and 458 through 459. 

Had I been present for rollcall 454, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to H. Con. 
Res. 292 supporting the goals and ideals of 
National Aerospace Week, and for other pur-
poses ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 455, On Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Concur in the 

Senate Amendment H.R. 725 to protect Indian 
arts and crafts through the improvement of ap-
plicable criminal proceedings, and for other 
purposes ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 458, on 
agreeing to the resolution H. Res. 1537 
Waiving a requirement of clause 6(a) of rule 
XIII with respect to consideration of certain 
resolutions reported from the Committee on 
Rules and providing for consideration of mo-
tions to suspend the rules ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 459, On Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended to H.R. 5566 Prevention of Inter-
state Commerce in Animal Crush Videos Act 
of 2010 ‘‘aye.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO PAUL COVERDELL 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 22, 2010 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it 
has been said that ‘‘this man had the heart of 
a lion.’’ I rise today to pay tribute to a friend 
and colleague whom this most accurate de-
scription by former Senator Phil Gramm is ref-
erencing . . . Paul Coverdell. 

This week marked the 10th anniversary of 
Senator Coverdell’s passing, and I proudly join 
my colleagues in both this body and in the 
Senate to commemorate the life and achieve-
ments of one of Georgia’s finest citizens. 

Paul Coverdell was a pioneer of the Repub-
lican party in our great state and, in fact, for 
many years, he defined it. After serving in our 
state Senate for nearly 20 years, 15 of which 
he was the Minority Leader, Paul took the 
reins of our struggling state party, and like a 
true member of the United States Army for 
which he proudly served, he established a 
beach head of conservatism in our state. 

Now, 25 years later, Republicans occupy 
the governor’s office and four of the other 
seven statewide offices, both U.S. Senate 
seats, seven of the thirteen U.S. House seats, 
and represent the majority party for both the 
state House and state Senate. 

However, Paul Coverdell did not just chair 
our state party, he led by example. In 1992, 
Paul took on an incumbent U.S. Senator, en-
during four close elections in less than five 
months, and emerged victorious. Six years 
later, Senator Coverdell won his re-election 
campaign and became the first Republican 
U.S. Senator from our state re-elected since 
Reconstruction. 

Known as a quiet man who worked hard be-
hind the scenes, Senator Coverdell’s work 
was not often seen or discussed on Sunday 
morning talk shows or national radio pro-
grams, but it touches millions of lives each 
day, most notably through the ‘‘Coverdell Edu-
cation Savings Accounts.’’ In my own district, 
we are reminded daily of Senator Coverdell’s 
work and legacy through the Paul D. Coverdell 
Center for Biomedical and Health Sciences at 
the University of Georgia. 

His sudden passing in 2000 became one of 
those days for myself and many others where 
you remember where you were when you 
heard the news. Greatly admired and re-

spected by his friends and colleagues, it is not 
surprising that more than fifty members of 
Congress joined over 900 mourners to attend 
his funeral in Atlanta. To his wife Nancy and 
his family, I bear witness that Paul Coverdell’s 
character was definitely born from ‘‘the heart 
of a lion.’’ 
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR H.R. 
2864 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 22, 2010 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to express my support for H.R. 
2864, which amends the Hydrographic Serv-
ices Improvement Act of 1998 to authorize 
funds to acquire hydrographic data and pro-
vide hydrographic services specific to the Arc-
tic for safe navigation, delineating the United 
States extended continental shelf, and the 
monitoring and description of coastal changes. 
This legislation will authorize appropriations for 
studying the Arctic, which will enable the 
United States to better examine and under-
stand our Arctic territory. 

I have visited the Arctic and I know first 
hand the important role the Arctic plays in the 
global ecosystem and our national security. I 
was able to see the impact of climate change 
on the Arctic. As a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, I have partici-
pated in numerous hearings and I have 
shared the increasingly strategic role the Arc-
tic plays in our national security. As a new 
member of the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee, I look forward to addressing 
issues related to maritime activities in the Arc-
tic. 

The United States has significant political 
and economic interests in the Arctic. Hydro-
graphic services are important for maintaining 
Arctic environmental protection, navigational 
safety, and international relations. Over the 
last five years, sea ice in the Arctic Circle has 
been at its lowest levels on record, and there 
has been a 35 percent decrease in thicker 
multi-year sea ice. These are symptoms of cli-
mate change, and represent a threat to fragile 
ecosystems and Arctic inhabitants. Hydro-
graphic research is necessary to improve sci-
entific understanding of the Arctic system and 
its adaptation to the dramatic environmental 
changes it is currently experiencing. 

Rising sea levels in the Arctic have also al-
tered sea routes and coastlines, compounding 
the need for new hydrographic research to 
produce updated navigational charts. Because 
the region has heretofore been relatively inac-
cessible, information about the Arctic is lack-
ing in comparison to information about other 
American marine and coastal areas. According 
to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, the Arctic currently has minimal 
tide, current, and water level prediction cov-
erage, obsolete shoreline and hydrographic 
data, unsatisfactory nautical charts, and poor 
weather and ice forecast coverage. Moreover, 
most Arctic waters that have been charted 
were surveyed with obsolete hydrographic 
technology, as far back as the 1800s, and 
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