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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Monday, July 26, 2010 
The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. RICHARDSON). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 26, 2010. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable LAURA 
RICHARDSON to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 31 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LANGEVIN) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, Creator of all and Builder 
of a just society, this is a House of 
pride and dignity because of its noble 
belief in free people. By law and by pol-
icy through the years, interior freedom 
has been uncovered as obstacles to 
equal opportunity have been removed. 

By celebrating the accomplishments 
of the past 20 years founded in the ini-
tiative of the Disabilities Act, Lord 
God, responsible government has con-
tinued to embrace the advent and de-
velopment of Your people. 

Lord, here, may each child of dis-
advantage and every victim of war and 
accident be given hope and grounding 
for personal aspirations to achieve his 
or her full potential in Your sight. 

With the help of research, engineer-
ing, medicine, and professional ther-
apy, may government uphold the Na-
tion’s commitment to equal oppor-
tunity in the pursuit of happiness. 

May every American rejoice and 
thank You, Almighty God, for the next 
step and every step to be taken to af-
ford open and full accessibility to place 
and position for all citizens in a just 
world. For this we pray, and we will 
continue to work, both now and for-
ever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
KENNEDY) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KENNEDY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

PERMITTING INDIVIDUALS TO BE 
ADMITTED TO THE HALL OF THE 
HOUSE IN ORDER TO DOCUMENT 
THE IMPROVED ACCESSIBILITY 
OF THE HALL OF THE HOUSE 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, on 
this most important day in the history 
of the House of Representatives, I send 
to the desk H. Res. 1555, and ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1555 

Resolved, That the Speaker, in consultation 
with the minority leader, may designate in-
dividuals to be admitted to the Hall of the 
House and the rooms leading thereto in order 
to document the improved accessibility of 
the Hall of the House. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT 

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and joy that I rise today to 
acknowledge the history that you are 
making. By your leadership and your 
inspiration and your education of the 
Congress, you have helped take us to a 
place that honors the tradition and the 
goals of our founders; to improve lib-
erty and equality for all Americans. 

Today, through technology, under 
the leadership of the Architect of the 
House, we are able to, in a way that is 
almost magical, extend to you the 
privilege that you deserved all along, 
to be able to preside over the House. 

I’m pleased that we are joined by our 
former colleague in the House, and now 
a Senator, Senator HARKIN, who was 
such a champion in passing the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act; our former 
colleague, Tony Coelho, also a leader 
in that regard; our colleagues who have 
worked so hard on that subject, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. KENNEDY; and the cham-
pion in our House on the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, STENY HOYER, 
our distinguished majority leader. 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER has made this 
part of his legacy in the Congress. Not 
so fast with the legacy, I know. More 
to come. But we thank you for being 
the champion on civil rights that you 
are. 

And I see now that we have been 
joined by our distinguished Republican 
leader of the House, Mr. BOEHNER. 

This is bipartisan effort. It has been 
all along. It is a cause for celebration. 
It is a source of liberation. And it’s im-
portant to note that there’s a reason 
Mr. LANGEVIN is first. He is first be-
cause of his courage. He is first because 
of his inspiration, and he is first be-
cause when I became Speaker, he said 
to me, Now that you are presiding, I 
want to preside too. 

So on that day, when we made his-
tory of having the first woman Speaker 
of the House, it became clear that we 
had to make history today in having 
JIM LANGEVIN preside on this historic 
occasion, which is a source of pride to 
all of us but also a source of challenge 
as to how we go forward addressing the 
new technologies so that we can con-
tinue to remove barriers to participa-
tion to all Americans. It’s better for 
them and it’s better for our country. 

Now we can go forward clearly saying 
that we respect people for what they 
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