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innovation, H.R. 3101 also allows the Com-
mission to waive the accessibility requirements 
for small entities. 

Requires the closed captioning of video pro-
gramming on the Internet that has been dis-
played on television. 

Reinstates Commission regulations regard-
ing the provision of video described video pro-
gramming that were previously invalidated by 
the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals on jurisdic-
tional grounds and allows for future expansion 
of the video description requirements. 

Requires that emergency information, such 
as screen crawls, be made accessible to per-
sons with disabilities. 

Ensures that Internet browsers on smart 
phones enable the disabled to navigate the 
Internet, if doing so is achievable. 

Ensures that the Commission does not, in 
implementing the requirements of the Act, 
mandate the use of any technology that might 
result in one entity unfairly profiting from such 
a mandate or requirement. 

These and other provisions in this measure 
will help ensure that persons with disabilities 
are not left behind as communications tech-
nology continues to advance. 

I appreciate all of the stakeholders who 
have been working diligently with myself, 
Chairman WAXMAN, Mr. MARKEY, Ranking 
Members BARTON and STEARNS and our staffs 
on a bipartisan basis to reach consensus on 
this measure. I look forward to our continued 
work together to promote accessibility and in-
novation, as well as to House passage of this 
historic legislation. 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of the 21st Century Commu-
nications and Video Accessibility Act. I’m 
proud to be a cosponsor of this legislation, 
voting for it in the Communications, Tech-
nology, and the Internet Subcommittee and in 
the full Energy and Commerce Committee. I 
urge all of my colleagues to join me in voting 
for it today. 

Today is a historic day. It is the 20th anni-
versary of the enactment of the Americans 
With Disabilities Act, ADA. Twenty years and 
one day ago, individuals with disabilities did 
not enjoy the same access to employment, 
education, or basic services as other Ameri-
cans. The ADA changed that forever. Our 
workplaces, schools, buildings, and sidewalks 
offer safe and fair access for Americans with 
disabilities, where for too long they had none. 

In the 20 years the ADA has been the law 
of the land, our country has seen significant 
change. Much of that change has been driven 
by the high-tech innovators in my Congres-
sional District, the heart of Silicon Valley. In 
1990 a supercomputer that would fill a building 
the size of a warehouse can now fit in the 
palm of a hand. We can now watch our favor-
ite television shows outside, on an airplane, or 
in a coffee shop on our computers. Busi-
nesses can allow their employees to collabo-
rate face-to-face from offices thousands of 
miles apart. Communications and video tech-
nology have become truly integral aspects of 
our everyday lives. 

Unfortunately, not all Americans have been 
able to take full advantage of these innova-
tions in technology. By passing the 21st Cen-
tury Communications and Video Accessibility 
Act today, we will change this. 

Working to address the needs of individuals 
with vision, hearing, and other disabilities by 
updating communications laws last revised in 
1996, the 21st Century Communications and 
Video Accessibility Act makes technology and 
telecommunications devices and services ac-
cessible to everyone. 

I commend the author of this legislation, 
Representative ED MARKEY, for his leadership 
and advocacy on behalf of the disabilities 
community. On this historic day, I’m proud to 
support this legislation that will ensure no one 
is left behind. 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. I 
yield back the balance of my time. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind all persons in the 
gallery that they are here as guests of 
the House and that any manifestation 
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of 
the House. 

The question is on the motion offered 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MARKEY) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3101, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 31 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1540 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. RICHARDSON) at 3 o’clock 
and 40 minutes p.m. 

f 

HONORING SOJOURN TO THE PAST 
ON ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1058) honoring and 
praising the Sojourn to the Past orga-
nization on the occasion of its 10th an-
niversary, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1058 

Whereas the civil rights movement helped 
to better the lives of millions of people and 

secured equality, civil rights, and human 
rights for all people in the Nation; 

Whereas in 1999, California public high 
school teacher Jeff Steinberg combined a 
civil rights history lesson and a field trip to 
civil rights movement landmarks to create 
the educational program Sojourn to the 
Past; 

Whereas Sojourn to the Past takes high 
school students on a 10-day excursion along 
the path of the civil rights movement in the 
Southern United States, engaging them with 
historical sites and talks with prominent 
veteran leaders of the civil rights movement; 

Whereas the goal of Sojourn to the Past is 
to inspire students to become civic leaders 
with a duty and ability to unite people in the 
communities in equality and justice, 
through knowledge, understanding, and com-
passion; 

Whereas Sojourn to the Past is the longest 
running civil rights education and outreach 
program in the United States; 

Whereas Sojourn to the Past has conducted 
55 sojourns and introduced over 5,000 high 
school juniors and seniors to the lessons, lo-
cations, and leaders of the civil rights move-
ment; 

Whereas Sojourn to the Past teaches high 
school students how the history of the civil 
rights movement is relevant to ending dis-
crimination, violence, hatred, bigotry, and 
inequity in schools and communities; 

Whereas Sojourn to the Past’s mission of 
making the civil rights movement relevant 
for younger generations strengthens society 
in the United States by promoting civil 
rights and equality; and 

Whereas Sojourn to the Past continues to 
teach younger generations of people in the 
United States about the civil rights move-
ment and challenges young people to define 
and defend individual conceptions of justice 
in communities and classrooms: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the 10th anniversary of the 
founding Sojourn to the Past; and 

(2) honors and praises Sojourn to the Past 
on the occasion of its anniversary, and for 
its work in educating the next generation of 
people in the United States about the civil 
rights movement and the importance of so-
cial justice. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. POLIS) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous materials on House 
Resolution 1058 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. POLIS. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in 

strong support of House Resolution 
1058, which honors the 10th anniversary 
of Sojourn to the Past, an educational 
program dedicated to developing stu-
dents’ appreciation for an under-
standing of the Civil Rights Movement. 
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