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provide advice and recommendations 
to 50 Federal agencies. These commit-
tees make key decisions affecting 
every American on vital issues such as 
health care, civil rights, and national 
security. 

Congress intended FACA to shed 
some light into how agencies make de-
cisions based upon advice and rec-
ommendations from individuals out-
side of government. It also ensures 
that the benefits received from such 
committees are justified to taxpayers. 

As originally introduced and re-
ported, H.R. 1320 enhanced the advisory 
committee selection process and ex-
panded the disclosure of conflicts of in-
terest of committee members. The in-
troduced and reported version of H.R. 
1320 was essentially the same bill that 
many of my colleagues supported last 
Congress when it passed by a voice 
vote. However, Madam Speaker, over 
the past year the bill that many of our 
colleagues supported in the last Con-
gress was watered down by the major-
ity; and until recent changes, Madam 
Speaker, we would have been asked to 
support a bill that was promoting less 
transparency. Following talks with the 
administration, the majority proposed 
a revised version of H.R. 1320 this 
spring that reduced transparency, lim-
ited disclosure, and weakened the pro-
hibition on conflicts of interest. This 
came as a shock to many of my Repub-
lican colleagues on the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform, as 
a 2004 GAO investigation found that 
agencies were using advisory commit-
tees to avoid disclosing conflicts of in-
terest. 

Thankfully, at the urging of Repub-
lican members on the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform, 
Democrat and Republican members of 
that committee were able to work to-
gether and have given this body today 
a bill that increases transparency and 
accountability of both the committees 
and the agencies that they advise. H.R. 
1320 provides strong protections 
against conflicts of interest and robust 
transparency into the workings of 
these committees. The bill also closes 
a loophole that many agencies were 
using to get around financial disclosure 
requirements and ethics requirements 
for members of those committees. 

I commend Mr. CLAY, Chairman 
TOWNS, Ranking Member ISSA, and 
other distinguished members of the 
committee for their hard work and de-
sire to make the Federal Government 
more transparent and open and ac-
countable to the American people. 

I urge all Members to support H.R. 
1320. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I’m 

pleased to yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. CLAY), the chairman of the 
Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Infor-

mation Policy, Census, and National 
Archives, the author of the bill before 
us. 

Mr. CLAY. I thank my colleague 
from the District of Columbia for 
yielding. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 1320, the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act Amend-
ments, strengthens one of our central 
open-government laws. 

Advisory committees provide the 
President and agencies with expert ad-
vice on complex issues. Current exam-
ples include the National Commission 
on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform 
that was established to advise the 
President on policies to achieve fiscal 
sustainability and the National Com-
mission on the BP Deepwater Horizon 
Oil Spill. 

FACA is intended to ensure that ad-
visory committees like these provide 
objective advice and operate in a way 
that is open and accessible to the pub-
lic. But over time, FACA has been un-
dermined by inconsistent implementa-
tion. This bill closes loopholes that 
allow agencies to get around the act 
and makes the advisory committee 
process more transparent. 

This bill is being brought up with an 
amendment that addresses feedback we 
received from the Office of Government 
Ethics. The primary change addresses 
how agencies appoint members to advi-
sory committees. The GAO has identi-
fied improper designation of committee 
members as one of the primary prob-
lems with implementation of FACA. 

GAO found that some agencies are 
avoiding Federal ethics rules by ap-
pointing members that should be ap-
pointed as special government employ-
ees as representative members. 

The amendment to H.R. 1320 will re-
quire agencies to properly designate 
committee members and require agen-
cy ethics officials to certify the des-
ignation. If an agency appoints a mem-
ber to represent a specific interest, the 
agency has to put information on its 
Web site justifying its decision and 
identify the interest the member rep-
resents. 

The amendment also makes improve-
ments to the bill proposed by Oversight 
and Government Reform Committee 
Ranking Member ISSA. Specifically, 
these changes include requiring agen-
cies to establish a process that allows 
the public to nominate potential com-
mittee members and requiring agencies 
to disclose when a committee member 
is recused because of a conflict of in-
terest. 

A section has also been added to the 
bill to make the bill consistent with 
the way trade advisory committees are 
treated under the Trade Act. Trade 
committees are exempt from FACA’s 
open meetings requirement and H.R. 
1320 will preserve that exemption. 

H.R. 1320 will shed light on who is ad-
vising the government, how they are 
advising the government, and what 

they are saying. I urge any colleagues 
to support this important open-govern-
ment legislation. 

b 1700 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I am 
happy to encourage our Members to 
support passage of this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1320, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. I have no further 

speakers, and I ask my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this measure. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the District of 
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 1320, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 p.m.), the House 
stood in recess until approximately 6 
p.m. 

f 

b 1800 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LANGEVIN) at 6 p.m. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks on House 
Resolution 1525 and include any extra-
neous materials. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
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