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HONORING THE MEMORY OF REV. 

HAROLD BLACKBURN 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
homage to the memory of a much beloved 
servant of the Lord—and good friend to many 
in South Alabama—who recently passed away 
at the age of 93. 

For some, a career of nearly two decades 
working for the phone company would be the 
foundation of their life, yet for Harold Black-
burn, a native of Citronelle, Alabama, it was 
just a warm-up. He was destined for a higher 
calling. 

After 19 years at South Central Bell, Mr. 
Blackburn traded his business clothes for the 
cloth, becoming a minister of the Lord. 

For the next 36 years, Reverend Black-
burn—or Brother Harold as he was affection-
ately known—embarked upon a grand journey 
that took him from the pulpit to the field, first 
serving as pastor for a number of Southern 
Baptist churches all across Alabama. 

From the church sanctuary, Reverend 
Blackburn turned his message to outreach, 
becoming Director of Missions, serving 
churches in Clarke and Chambers counties for 
23 years, and then leading Baldwin County 
church missions programs for another 13 
years. 

Reverend Blackburn loved nature and was 
also an avid hunter. In his retirement years in 
Silverhill, Alabama, he was well known for his 
interest in taxidermy. 

Without question, this man of incredible faith 
lived a long and remarkable life with a legacy 
of dear friends that literally stretches from one 
end of the state to the other. 

In this time of deep personal loss, I offer my 
condolences to his wife and childhood sweet-
heart, Miriam, their two daughters, Carol Ann 
and Deborah Kay, their six grandchildren, and 
19 great grandchildren. 

Make no mistake: he loved his family, his 
friends, his country and his God, and not nec-
essarily in that order. 

Rev. Blackburn’s life was an inspiration to 
everyone he met and his memory will long lin-
ger in our hearts. May he rest in peace. 

f 

IN HONOR OF STEPHEN J. 
BRAVERMAN’S EIGHTEEN YEARS 
OF SERVICE FOR THE PUBLIC 
GOOD OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Stephen J. Braverman, in recognition 
of his outstanding contributions to senior citi-
zens in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
and to commend him for eighteen years of 
service to Hebrew SeniorLife and the Institute 
for Aging Research. 

During his tenure, Steve provided rigorous 
medical research of new models and stand-

ards by which to enhance long-term care for 
the aging community. Steve has worked to 
maximize the strength, vigor, and physical 
well-being, and preserve the cognitive and 
functional capabilities of senior citizens as 
they age. 

I would also like to acknowledge his contin-
ued commitment to developing and managing 
two of the largest capital campaigns for senior 
care, housing, and research throughout the 
country, which enhance the resources for age- 
related disease and disability. In addition, he 
has actively sought and secured endowed 
chairs for research in Quality and Health Care 
Standards and Aging Brain Research. 

Most importantly, Steve has been a con-
sistent leader in his community, and a strong 
mentor and friend to his colleagues. 

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to 
take the floor of the House today to join with 
his family, friends and contemporaries to thank 
Steve for his remarkable service to the Insti-
tute for Aging Research and the people of 
Massachusetts. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Stephen J. Braverman’s ef-
forts and dedicated service to others. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, on 
Monday, July 26, 2010, I was unable to cast 
my vote in support of the Twenty-first Century 
Communications and Video Accessibility Act. 

I am in support of this legislation and its 
passage. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 65TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY OF FRED AND 
BETTY WILLIAMS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 65th anniversary of the 
marriage of Fred and Betty Williams. Fred and 
Betty embody all that marriage should be: fi-
delity, loyalty, and a strong bond formed by 
love. They, and all that they have done to help 
their communities throughout their lives, are 
typical of the hard-working Americans we rep-
resent across our great Nation. 

I have known Fred and Betty for almost 40 
years, beginning when I attended college with 
their son Larry at Southern Nazarene Univer-
sity. Married in Longview, Texas, on August 
30, 1945, they worked for years at Sears— 
Fred for 33, and Betty for 8, after a career at 
JC Penney. After retirement, they moved to 
Carrollton, Texas, where they embarked on an 
active retirement in politics, as church volun-
teers, and as donors to those less fortunate 
than themselves. 

Since moving to Carrollton, the Williams’ 
dedication to the town and area has been un-
matched. Fred has served two terms as the 

Denton County Grand Juror and two terms on 
the Denton County Appraisal Review Board. 
Additionally, both Betty and Fred have served 
as polling place election judges and assistants 
for over a decade throughout north Texas; in-
cluding Dallas, Carrollton, Denton County, 
Farmers Branch Independent School District, 
and Lewisville Independent School District. 

Fred and Betty have been involved in the 
Church of Nazarene for 60 years. Both have 
taught Sunday School, sang in the choir, 
worked with children and youth, and held offi-
cial positions within the church—Fred as 
church treasurer and Betty as missionary soci-
ety president. Furthermore, they have helped 
clean the church for 10 years, and conducted 
various duties for the benefit of missionaries, 
pastors, evangelists, and college students. 

Fred and Betty embody the best of the 
American spirit of hard work and dedication to 
neighbors and community. They have raised 
three great children in addition to everything 
else they have done to improve the environ-
ment in which they live. It is with recognition 
of these accomplishments that I ask all of my 
distinguished colleagues to join me in hon-
oring and thanking the Williams for their life-
time of service and congratulating them on 65 
years of marriage. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COMMERCIAL BANK 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the 100th anniversary 
of Commercial Bank in West Liberty, Ken-
tucky. Founded in January 1910, Commercial 
Bank has grown to serve Morgan, Wolfe, 
Magoffin and Elliott Counties, many of which 
are located in the 5th congressional district of 
eastern Kentucky. 

The citizens of Morgan County have been 
served by Commercial Bank’s one location in 
downtown West Liberty since the bank’s 
founding 100 years ago. Like the other locally- 
owned banks across my district, Commercial 
Bank has a conservative lending approach 
that provides stability and security for the com-
munity. The bank is owned by 25 local inves-
tors in partnership with the employees of the 
institution. 

Commercial Bank is dedicated to the local 
community and supports numerous activities 
that make West Liberty and Morgan County 
such a special place. The bank and its em-
ployees have been longtime supporters of 
civic clubs, youth sports, the local school sys-
tem, and the annual Morgan County Sorghum 
Festival. 

Commercial Bank is led today by Hank 
Allen who serves as president and chief exec-
utive officer. He is joined on the Board of Di-
rectors by a distinguished group of business 
and civic leaders which include Morris L. Pey-
ton, Howard B. Elam, Jr., Bob Hutchison, 
Tommy Phipps, Earl May, Jr., Frank Oldfield, 
Kent Nickell, Robert Henderson, David 
Osborne, Joe S. Wells, Edward C. Keeton, Jr., 
William Holbrook, Jerry Murphy, Tommy Hill, 
Barrett Frederick, Tim Keller, William S. Wells, 
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Robert Wells, Jimmy V. Hill, Proctor Blair, 
Henry L. Allen, Paul D. Kidd, Stanley Franklin, 
and Jeff Bailey. 

Madam Speaker, the people of West Liberty 
and Morgan County will gather in early August 
at West Liberty’s Old Mill Park to celebrate 
Commercial Bank’s 100th anniversary. I am 
proud to serve the people of Morgan County 
here in Congress and wish to extend con-
gratulations to Commercial Bank on its 100 
years of service to West Liberty. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN FRANK 
ROBERTS (RET.) 

HON. GLENN C. NYE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. NYE. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute to Captain Frank Roberts (ret.), a long-
time resident of Virginia Beach and a lifelong 
public servant, on the occasion of his retire-
ment from the Hampton Roads Military and 
Federal Facilities Alliance. 

Frank Roberts is a 1969 graduate of the 
U.S. Naval Academy and had a distinguished 
27-year active duty career with the U.S. Navy, 
retiring with rank of Captain. One of only 300 
aviators ever to surpass 1000 carrier arrested 
landings, Frank is a graduate of the ‘‘Topgun’’ 
Navy Fighter Weapons School and the Naval 
War College. He has always welcomed pro-
fessional challenges and never declined an 
opportunity to serve his country. The list of 
Frank’s active duty assignments is long and 
many Naval personnel, both uniformed and ci-
vilian, count themselves fortunate for the op-
portunity to have served with, and learned 
from, Frank Roberts. 

Upon his retirement from the U.S. Navy in 
1996, Frank was employed by OC, Incor-
porated and provided military analytical sup-
port to the Joint Warfighting Center. From 
1997 to 2003, Frank served as the Vice Presi-
dent and Director of Hampton Roads oper-
ations for Battlespace, Inc., where he sup-
ported joint unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) 
experimentation at U.S. Joint Forces Com-
mand (USJFCOM). From 2003 to 2006, Frank 
was employed by Old Dominion University Re-
search Foundation and was assigned to 
USJFCOM to lead the Joint Operational Test 
Bed System UAV experimentation program fo-
cused on transforming intelligence, surveil-
lance and reconnaissance capabilities. 

The Hampton Roads area was fortunate 
when Frank Roberts stepped in as the first Ex-
ecutive Director of the Hampton Roads Military 
and Federal Facilities Alliance in 2006. The 
communities that comprise the Alliance— 
Chesapeake, Franklin, Hampton, Newport 
News, Norfolk, Poquoson, Portsmouth, Suf-
folk, Virginia Beach, Williamsburg, Isle of 
Wight, James City and York—selected Frank 
to lead the Alliance because of his expertise, 
his experience, his work ethic, and his dedica-
tion. Hampton Roads has played a critical role 
in America’s national and homeland defense 
for generations. In Frank, the Alliance found 
an effective and tireless advocate on behalf of 
the region’s unique capabilities and the Com-
monwealth’s contributions to protecting our na-

tion. During a time of great change and uncer-
tainty due in part to the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission, Frank’s tenure as the 
head of HRMFFA will be remembered for his 
steadfast leadership as he navigated the Alli-
ance through choppy waters to calmer seas. 

Frank has been buoyed in his professional 
career by a loving family at home—his wife 
Joan, his son Jim, his late daughter Andrea 
and his grandchildren, Reagan and Lucas, 
have been a source of love and support. On 
behalf of the Second Congressional District, I 
would like to thank Frank Roberts and the 
Roberts family for his many years of public 
service to Virginia and to our nation. Frank 
Roberts is someone who answered the call to 
serve his country, and his service has made a 
difference. We wish you well, Frank, and hope 
you know how deeply grateful we are for your 
contributions. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
DEDICATION OF RUSSELL T. 
VOUGHT 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to honor Russell T. Vought’s service to the 
United States Congress, our nation and the 
cause of individual liberty. 

Russ began his service to the Congress im-
mediately following his graduation from Whea-
ton College (Illinois) in 1998. After working 
briefly for retiring Senator Dan Coats, Russ 
joined the staff of Texas’ senior senator and 
my political mentor, Senator Phil Gramm. Dur-
ing the four years Russ served on Senator 
Gramm’s policy staff, he became a student of 
legislative procedure and mastered federal 
budget policy. 

Russ joined my staff as Policy Director 
shortly after I was sworn-into office in 2003. 
He served as my top advisor on budget issues 
and worked tirelessly to help me develop the 
Family Budget Protection Act, which was her-
alded by pro-taxpayer organizations as the 
‘‘Gold Standard’’ of budget enforcement legis-
lation. For several years, Russ provided in-
valuable counsel to me on tax, entitlement and 
spending policy and worked with me to author 
three federal fiscal year budgets. 

When I was elected Chairman of the Re-
publican Study Committee for the 110th Con-
gress, I asked Russ to become the commit-
tee’s Executive Director. Russ worked with me 
and the 100-plus members of the committee 
with integrity and an unwavering devotion to 
the conservative principles that we share. 

At the beginning of the 111th Congress, my 
friend Chairman MIKE PENCE asked Russ to 
serve the House Republican Conference as 
his Policy Director. In addition to managing the 
Conference’s policy staff, which is the main 
hub of information and analysis for all Repub-
lican House Members and their staff, he 
serves as its principal advisor on a broad 
range of issues, specializing in budget, appro-
priations, Social Security, legislative proce-
dure, and entitlements. 

As Russ’ work with me and my colleagues 
comes to a close, I reflect most fondly upon 

the unpopular and lonely legislative battles 
that we faced together. As a wise person once 
said, ‘‘True friendship isn’t about being there 
when it’s convenient; it’s about being there 
when it’s not.’’ 

I take heart knowing that Russ’s service to 
the cause of liberty will continue in whichever 
path he chooses for his life. He personifies the 
conservative movement and his devotion to 
the constitutional, limited government prin-
ciples is second-to-none. 

Madam Speaker, I wish my conservative 
brother and, most importantly, my friend Russ 
Vought, best wishes for the future. 

f 

HONORING THE COMMISSIONING 
OF THE USS ‘‘MISSOURI’’ 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
commemorate the commissioning of the USS 
Missouri to take place tomorrow, the 31st of 
July, and to congratulate the crew of the new-
est addition to the United States naval fleet. 

USS Missouri is the nation’s newest and 
most advanced nuclear-powered attack sub-
marine. This vessel was designed to not re-
quire refueling during the life of the ship—a 
feature that will reduce lifecycle costs while in-
creasing underway time. 

The Missouri is 377 feet long and 34 feet 
wide, and is capable of traveling in both shal-
low and deep waters. Specially designed for 
undersea warfare, she can dive deeper than 
800 feet and is capable of operating speeds 
exceeding 25 knots while submerged. 

Weighing 7,800 tons, Missouri is a Virginia- 
class submarine engineered to excel in anti- 
submarine and anti-surface warfare, special 
operations missions, strike, intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance, carrier and ex-
peditionary strike group support, and mine 
warfare missions. 

The soon-to-be-commissioned submarine 
embodies five of the six Navy maritime strat-
egy core capabilities including sea control, 
power projection, forward presence, maritime 
security, and deterrence. 

The seventh of the Virginia-class of sub-
marines to join the U.S. Navy, the Missouri 
was built under a teaming arrangement by 
General Dynamics Electric Boat and Northrop 
Grumman Shipbuilding-Newport News. 

She is scheduled to be commissioned on 
July 31st at Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don in Groton, CT, and will join Submarine 
Squadron 4 under the leadership of Com-
mander Timothy Rexrode with a crew totalling 
134 officers and enlisted personnel. 

Following the commissioning of the Missouri 
on Saturday, she will be the fifth Navy ship to 
bear the name honoring the ‘‘Show Me State.’’ 
The fourth such ship was the famous battle-
ship which served in World War II, the Korean 
War, and the Persian Gulf War. It was aboard 
this predecessor of the Missouri that the 
United States and Allied officers, among them 
Fleet Adm. Chester Nimitz and Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur, accepted the unconditional sur-
render of Japanese forces marking the end of 
World War II on September 2, 1945. 
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