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HONORING THE MEMORY OF REV. 

HAROLD BLACKBURN 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
homage to the memory of a much beloved 
servant of the Lord—and good friend to many 
in South Alabama—who recently passed away 
at the age of 93. 

For some, a career of nearly two decades 
working for the phone company would be the 
foundation of their life, yet for Harold Black-
burn, a native of Citronelle, Alabama, it was 
just a warm-up. He was destined for a higher 
calling. 

After 19 years at South Central Bell, Mr. 
Blackburn traded his business clothes for the 
cloth, becoming a minister of the Lord. 

For the next 36 years, Reverend Black-
burn—or Brother Harold as he was affection-
ately known—embarked upon a grand journey 
that took him from the pulpit to the field, first 
serving as pastor for a number of Southern 
Baptist churches all across Alabama. 

From the church sanctuary, Reverend 
Blackburn turned his message to outreach, 
becoming Director of Missions, serving 
churches in Clarke and Chambers counties for 
23 years, and then leading Baldwin County 
church missions programs for another 13 
years. 

Reverend Blackburn loved nature and was 
also an avid hunter. In his retirement years in 
Silverhill, Alabama, he was well known for his 
interest in taxidermy. 

Without question, this man of incredible faith 
lived a long and remarkable life with a legacy 
of dear friends that literally stretches from one 
end of the state to the other. 

In this time of deep personal loss, I offer my 
condolences to his wife and childhood sweet-
heart, Miriam, their two daughters, Carol Ann 
and Deborah Kay, their six grandchildren, and 
19 great grandchildren. 

Make no mistake: he loved his family, his 
friends, his country and his God, and not nec-
essarily in that order. 

Rev. Blackburn’s life was an inspiration to 
everyone he met and his memory will long lin-
ger in our hearts. May he rest in peace. 
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IN HONOR OF STEPHEN J. 
BRAVERMAN’S EIGHTEEN YEARS 
OF SERVICE FOR THE PUBLIC 
GOOD OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Stephen J. Braverman, in recognition 
of his outstanding contributions to senior citi-
zens in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
and to commend him for eighteen years of 
service to Hebrew SeniorLife and the Institute 
for Aging Research. 

During his tenure, Steve provided rigorous 
medical research of new models and stand-

ards by which to enhance long-term care for 
the aging community. Steve has worked to 
maximize the strength, vigor, and physical 
well-being, and preserve the cognitive and 
functional capabilities of senior citizens as 
they age. 

I would also like to acknowledge his contin-
ued commitment to developing and managing 
two of the largest capital campaigns for senior 
care, housing, and research throughout the 
country, which enhance the resources for age- 
related disease and disability. In addition, he 
has actively sought and secured endowed 
chairs for research in Quality and Health Care 
Standards and Aging Brain Research. 

Most importantly, Steve has been a con-
sistent leader in his community, and a strong 
mentor and friend to his colleagues. 

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to 
take the floor of the House today to join with 
his family, friends and contemporaries to thank 
Steve for his remarkable service to the Insti-
tute for Aging Research and the people of 
Massachusetts. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Stephen J. Braverman’s ef-
forts and dedicated service to others. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, on 
Monday, July 26, 2010, I was unable to cast 
my vote in support of the Twenty-first Century 
Communications and Video Accessibility Act. 

I am in support of this legislation and its 
passage. 
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CELEBRATING THE 65TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY OF FRED AND 
BETTY WILLIAMS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 65th anniversary of the 
marriage of Fred and Betty Williams. Fred and 
Betty embody all that marriage should be: fi-
delity, loyalty, and a strong bond formed by 
love. They, and all that they have done to help 
their communities throughout their lives, are 
typical of the hard-working Americans we rep-
resent across our great Nation. 

I have known Fred and Betty for almost 40 
years, beginning when I attended college with 
their son Larry at Southern Nazarene Univer-
sity. Married in Longview, Texas, on August 
30, 1945, they worked for years at Sears— 
Fred for 33, and Betty for 8, after a career at 
JC Penney. After retirement, they moved to 
Carrollton, Texas, where they embarked on an 
active retirement in politics, as church volun-
teers, and as donors to those less fortunate 
than themselves. 

Since moving to Carrollton, the Williams’ 
dedication to the town and area has been un-
matched. Fred has served two terms as the 

Denton County Grand Juror and two terms on 
the Denton County Appraisal Review Board. 
Additionally, both Betty and Fred have served 
as polling place election judges and assistants 
for over a decade throughout north Texas; in-
cluding Dallas, Carrollton, Denton County, 
Farmers Branch Independent School District, 
and Lewisville Independent School District. 

Fred and Betty have been involved in the 
Church of Nazarene for 60 years. Both have 
taught Sunday School, sang in the choir, 
worked with children and youth, and held offi-
cial positions within the church—Fred as 
church treasurer and Betty as missionary soci-
ety president. Furthermore, they have helped 
clean the church for 10 years, and conducted 
various duties for the benefit of missionaries, 
pastors, evangelists, and college students. 

Fred and Betty embody the best of the 
American spirit of hard work and dedication to 
neighbors and community. They have raised 
three great children in addition to everything 
else they have done to improve the environ-
ment in which they live. It is with recognition 
of these accomplishments that I ask all of my 
distinguished colleagues to join me in hon-
oring and thanking the Williams for their life-
time of service and congratulating them on 65 
years of marriage. 
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TRIBUTE TO COMMERCIAL BANK 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the 100th anniversary 
of Commercial Bank in West Liberty, Ken-
tucky. Founded in January 1910, Commercial 
Bank has grown to serve Morgan, Wolfe, 
Magoffin and Elliott Counties, many of which 
are located in the 5th congressional district of 
eastern Kentucky. 

The citizens of Morgan County have been 
served by Commercial Bank’s one location in 
downtown West Liberty since the bank’s 
founding 100 years ago. Like the other locally- 
owned banks across my district, Commercial 
Bank has a conservative lending approach 
that provides stability and security for the com-
munity. The bank is owned by 25 local inves-
tors in partnership with the employees of the 
institution. 

Commercial Bank is dedicated to the local 
community and supports numerous activities 
that make West Liberty and Morgan County 
such a special place. The bank and its em-
ployees have been longtime supporters of 
civic clubs, youth sports, the local school sys-
tem, and the annual Morgan County Sorghum 
Festival. 

Commercial Bank is led today by Hank 
Allen who serves as president and chief exec-
utive officer. He is joined on the Board of Di-
rectors by a distinguished group of business 
and civic leaders which include Morris L. Pey-
ton, Howard B. Elam, Jr., Bob Hutchison, 
Tommy Phipps, Earl May, Jr., Frank Oldfield, 
Kent Nickell, Robert Henderson, David 
Osborne, Joe S. Wells, Edward C. Keeton, Jr., 
William Holbrook, Jerry Murphy, Tommy Hill, 
Barrett Frederick, Tim Keller, William S. Wells, 
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