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Tennessee. Hamilton is also a founder of the 
Joint Institute for Heavy Ion Research, a co-
operation of Vanderbilt, the University of Ten-
nessee, and Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 
This Institute has become a world-class sci-
entific resource. Moreover, this Institute 
opened doors that helped transform ORNL 
through the development of three major new 
joint institutes. 

By January 2010, Hamilton’s critical role in 
a joint Russian-American project came to fru-
ition in the creation of six atoms of Element 
117. While this new radioactive element has a 
half-life of only 78 milliseconds faster than the 
blink of an eye—its discovery points towards a 
fascinating possibility. Its half-life is longer 
than that of other recently discovered super 
heavy elements, and suggests that we may be 
on the path towards finding new, more stable, 
super heavy elements. 

Hamilton and his coworkers’ discovery will 
be forever emblazoned on the walls of chem-
istry and physics labs worldwide as the new-
est member of the Periodic Table of Elements. 
Generations of scientists will discover Element 
117’s properties, but no matter what is learned 
about Element 117, this Southern gentleman 
will always know that his work added to the 
building blocks of our world. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MAJOR GEN-
ERAL ROBERT WILLIAMS ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. TODD RUSSELL PLATTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Major General Robert Williams, 
47th Commandant of the United States Army 
War College. Just last month, Major General 
Williams retired after serving our nation admi-
rably for 36 years. 

Major General Williams is a highly deco-
rated officer who served in a number of com-
bat and non-combat assignments. His assign-
ments included: Tank Company Commander 
in the 4th Battalion, 63d Armor at Fort Riley, 
Kansas; Executive Officer of the 3d Battalion, 
67th Armor at Fort Hood, Texas; Assistant Di-
vision Commander (Support) for the 1st Infan-
try Division in Schweinfurt, Germany; Deputy 
Chief of Staff, G3/Operations, HQ Allied Com-
mand Europe, Rapid Reaction Corps, 
Moenchengladbach, Germany; and Com-
manding General of the United States Armor 
Center at Fort Knox, Kentucky. He was also 
deployed to Baghdad, Iraq, in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom as the C3 for CJTF–7. 

In January 2008, Major General Williams 
was assigned as the 47th Commandant of the 
United States Army War College in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania. I had the distinct privilege to 
interact regularly with Major General Williams 
during his tenure at the Ware College and wit-
nessed first-hand his exemplary leadership. 
Major General Williams’ candor and passion 
for the Professional Military Education (PME) 
system helped to strengthen the critically im-
portant mission of the War College and there-
by enhance the strategic leadership qualities 
of the College’s graduates. 

It is with great admiration that I congratulate 
Major General Williams on his well-deserved 
retirement and express my heartfelt gratitude 
for his patriotic service to our nation. I and all 
Americans are forever indebted to him. 
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OF COLORADO 
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Friday, July 30, 2010 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary life and ex-
ceptional accomplishments of Dr. Evie Garrett 
Dennis. On August 13, 2010, Dr. Dennis will 
be honored by the dedication of the Evie Gar-
rett Dennis Campus of the Denver Public 
Schools. Dr. Dennis served as Superintendent 
of Denver Public Schools from 1990–1994. 
She was the first and to date the only African 
American and woman to hold this position. 

Dr. Dennis was born on September 9, 1924, 
in Canton, Mississippi, the eighth of nine chil-
dren born to Mrs. Ola Brown Garrett and Rev. 
Eugene Garrett. A graduate of Cameron 
Street High School, she married in 1950 and 
her daughter Pia was born in 1951. After earn-
ing her bachelor’s degree in Biology from St. 
Louis University, she worked as a research 
assistant and associate. In 1958, Dr. Dennis 
and her daughter moved to Denver, Colorado, 
where she worked as a researcher and spe-
cialist in childhood asthma at the Children’s 
Asthma Research Institute and Hospital, the 
Jewish National Home for Asthmatic Children, 
and other medical institutions in the area. 

In 1966, Dr. Dennis began her tenure with 
the Denver Public Schools (DPS) as a math 
teacher. After earning a Master’s degree in 
education from the University of Colorado in 
1971, she worked in the DPS administration. 
In 1974, she successfully implemented and 
monitored the U.S. District Court ordered 
school busing plan. In 1976, she earned a 
doctorate in education from Nova University. 
From 1977 to 1989, she served as administra-
tive assistant to the Superintendent of 
Schools. She was appointed to the position of 
Deputy Superintendent of DPS in 1989. 

In 1990, Dr. Evie Dennis became Super-
intendent of the DPS. Under her leadership, 
four innovative educational programs were 
launched in the district’s schools: Expedi-
tionary Learning in partnership with the Up-
ward Bound Program; the Denver School of 
the Arts; the K–5 International Baccalaureate 
Program; and the International Studies Pro-
gram at West High School. She implemented 
site-based management practices in the sys-
tem’s schools and started the district’s edu-
cational advisory councils; the Denver Energy, 
Engineering and Education Program (DEEP); 
and, the American Israel Student Exchange 
Program. 

Dr. Dennis is also known for the contribu-
tions she has made to Denver and the broad-
er world. In 1986 and 1988, Denver Mayor 
Federico appointed her to the Denver Private 
Industry Council and the Mayor’s Black Advi-
sory Council. In 1994, she received the Nation 
Builder Award from the National Black Caucus 

of State Legislators. She received the Russell 
T. Tutt Award for Excellence in Leadership for 
Outstanding Leadership in Colorado’s non- 
profit community in 1999 from the El Pomar 
Foundation. 

Dr. Dennis is a multifaceted, dedicated, and 
talented woman whose contributions to ama-
teur athletics and the International Olympics 
are recognized internationally. In 1962, she 
helped to form the Denver All-Stars which be-
came the Mile High Denver Track Club, in 
order for her daughter to have opportunities to 
compete in an era before the existence of a 
girls’ high school track program. 

The team was a member of the Amateur 
Athletic Union, which later became the United 
States Amateur Athletic Union. Dr. Dennis was 
a member of the Rocky Mountain Association 
of the Amateur Athletic Union in 1975. In 
1978, she was elected the first female vice- 
president of the national association. Dr. Den-
nis served USA Track and Field, Inc. for more 
than four decades in numerous capacities, in-
cluding as its first acting president. She has 
served as a member of the board of Trustees 
for the U.S. Sports Academy and the USA 
Track and Field, Inc., and delegate to the 
International Association of Athletics Federa-
tions. 

She was the first woman vice president of 
the United States Olympic Organizing Com-
mittee (USOOC) and has been involved with 
every U.S. Olympics team since 1972. She 
became a manager of the U.S. Women’s 
Track and Field team for the Montreal Olym-
pics in 1976. She served on the United States 
Olympic Committee’s Task Force on Doping 
and chaired the Women’s and Diversity and 
Leadership committees. She remains a mem-
ber of the Governing Bodies Council and be-
came a member of the International Olympic 
Committee in 1992. 

In 1977, as a member of the USOOC, she 
presented the successful motion to move the 
headquarters from New York to Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, which was accomplished in 
1978. In 1980, she received the Congressional 
Gold Medal along with the U.S. Olympic 
Team. She served as Chef de Mission for the 
U.S. delegation at the 1998 Summer Olympic 
Games in Seoul, South Korea. In 1992, she 
received the Olympic Order for outstanding 
service to the Olympic cause. In 2004, she 
was inducted in to the United States Olympic 
Track and Field Hall of Fame. 

Dr. Dennis has authored several papers and 
articles on public education and childhood 
asthma. She is a staunch supporter of Title IX, 
ensuring access to sports for young women. 
She has been recognized for her many volun-
teer contributions to various committees, asso-
ciations, organizations, foundations, and other 
groups that focus on the advancement of edu-
cation and the value of sports in our society. 

She is a lifetime member of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority. Dr. Dennis served as president 
of the Epsilon Nu Omega chapter in Denver 
and was instrumental in hosting the sorority’s 
national convention in the city in 1972. 

Having been inducted into the Colorado 
Sportswomen Hall of Fame in 1998, Dr. Den-
nis was then inducted into the Colorado Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame in 2008 as one who exem-
plifies the best qualities of the people who 
have built and sustained Colorado. 
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