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long hunger strike and considerable diplo-
matic pressure, but the authorities contin-
ued to monitor her and restrict her move-
ments. 

Sahrawis are technically subject to Moroc-
can labor laws, but there is little organized 
labor activity in the resource-rich but pov-
erty-stricken territory. 

International human rights groups have 
criticized Morocco’s record in Western Sa-
hara for decades. A highly critical Sep-
tember 2006 report by the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights—intended to be dis-
tributed only to Algeria, Morocco, and the 
Polisario Front—was leaked to the press 
that October. The human rights situation in 
the territory tends to worsen during periods 
of increased demonstrations against Moroc-
can rule. The Polisario Front has also been 
accused of disregarding human rights. 

Morocco and the Polisario Front both re-
strict free movement in potential conflict 
areas. Morocco has been accused of using 
force and financial incentives to alter the 
composition of Western Sahara’s population. 

Sahrawi women face much of the same cul-
tural and legal discrimination as Moroccan 
women. Conditions are generally worse for 
women living in rural areas, where poverty 
and illiteracy rates are higher. 
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5TH ANNIVERSARY OF HURRICANE 
KATRINA 

HON. ANH ‘‘JOSEPH’’ CAO 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. CAO. Madam Speaker, August 29th of 
this year will mark five years since the day 
Hurricane Katrina made landfall along the Gulf 
Coast. Tragically, 1,822 lives were lost in the 
states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Florida, Geor-
gia, and Alabama. 

As a result of what was one of the greatest 
disasters this nation has ever seen, more than 
1.2 million people were under some type of 
evacuation order, 3 million were left without 
electricity for weeks, and hundreds of thou-
sands were left jobless. 

Yesterday, with the support of the members 
from the Louisiana delegation, I introduced a 
resolution observing the fifth anniversary of 
Hurricane Katrina’s landfall. 

This resolution honors and remembers the 
lives lost on that fateful day. It also salutes the 
dedication of those who responded in our 
darkest hour and those who have stood by our 
sides during our recovering and rebuilding. We 
simply could not have done it without the thou-
sands who answered the call and recognized 
our need. Our rebuilding continues and we 
take each new challenge one day at a time. 
We are strong, and we will recover. 

On behalf of my constituents in Orleans and 
Jefferson Parishes and all those across Lou-
isiana and the Gulf Coast, I thank the Amer-
ican people for their generosity and support. 

HONORING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 19TH AMENDMENT 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, next month the United 
States celebrates the 90th anniversary of 
women’s suffrage. On August 26, 1920, the 
19th Amendment gave women in the United 
States the right to vote, and for 90 years, 
women have been actively participating in the 
democratic process. 

The battle for women’s suffrage was not an 
easy one. It took the courage and steadfast 
leadership of trailblazers like Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Lucretia Mott, and all the women who 
gathered at Seneca Falls so many decades 
ago and began advocating for the right to ex-
press their views and let their voices be heard 
at the ballot box. 

As we celebrate this important anniversary, 
I urge women across our great nation to con-
tinue taking an active role in the democratic 
process and politics, and to exercise their right 
to vote, as they have for so many years. 

In March, the House celebrated Women’s 
History Month and remembered the accom-
plishments of women in our nation and around 
the world. August 26th allows us yet another 
opportunity to celebrate the history of Amer-
ican women and their accomplishments. 
Today women everywhere are breaking bar-
riers and reaching new heights not only in the 
political arena, but also the business world, 
the fields of medicine and journalism, and in 
advocacy and human rights. Their contribu-
tions shape our society and make a difference 
every day. 

It is unfortunate that in some areas of the 
world, women continue to struggle for equality 
and for their right to vote. It is my hope that 
the lives and work of American women can 
serve as inspiration to those who continue 
their struggle for basic rights around the world. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join me in 
celebrating the 90th anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment, and thanking women across the 
United States for their activism and commit-
ment to keeping the democratic process alive. 
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YEAR AWARD 
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OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Cheryl O’Brien, the recipi-
ent of the Tacoma-Pierce County Association 
of Realtors’ 2009 Realtor of the Year Award. 

For 55 years, the Realtor of the Year Award 
has been the highest honor given to members 
of the Tacoma-Pierce County Association of 
Realtors, given in recognition of exceptional 
performance in the service of the local, state, 

and national associations of realtors. In earn-
ing this award, Ms. O’Brien demonstrated ex-
cellent professionalism as well as a commit-
ment to the Realtors’ Code of Ethics. 

Having worked in real estate for over 20 
years, Cheryl O’Brien’s success and credibility 
in the industry were made possible by her 
honesty, professionalism, and commitment to 
quality service. In addition to the Tacoma- 
Pierce County Association of Realtors naming 
her 2009 Realtor of the Year, Ms. O’Brien has 
also received the President’s Emerald & Silver 
Awards and the Honor Society Award for Out-
standing Service. In providing superior cus-
tomer service, Ms. O’Brien is guided by impor-
tant ethical standards and a strong commit-
ment to providing her best to her clients and 
to the Tacoma-Pierce County region. 

The 9th District of Washington is proud to 
count Ms. O’Brien as a member of our com-
munity. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate Cheryl 
O’Brien on her remarkable achievement. 
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COURAGE COMES SFC RICHARD G. 
McDOUGLE 901ST MINIMAL CARE 
DETACHMENT COMBAT MEDIC OF 
THE UNITED STATES ARMY 

HON. MARK S. CRITZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. CRITZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a real American Hero, SFC Richard 
McDougle from Connellsville, Pennsylvania, of 
the 901st Minimal Care Detachment Combat 
Medic of the United States Army. Richard has 
served in the Army for over 16 years, he is a 
Medic, an Angel On The Battlefield. Over in 
Iraq he contracted renal cell cancer, and even 
though it is in 4th stage, he fights on! With the 
aid of his wonderful wife Donna, a former 
Medic herself, he continues his battle each 
day. Who knows, what child may come from 
someone he has saved fields of honor. . . . 
who might one day save the world! His quiet 
courage and unrelenting faith is an inspiration 
to us all, and especially to his brothers in arms 
over at Walter Reed Medical Hospital. We can 
all learn something from Richard, as he never 
surrenders! Our prayers are with him and his 
family. I ask that this poem penned in honor 
of him and his family, by Albert Caswell, be 
placed in the RECORD. 

COURAGE COMES 

Amen! 
Courage Comes. . . . 
Comes in all shapes and sizes. . . . 
All in our fine men and women in uniform, 

who death defies this. . . . 
Who go off to war, as no one denies this. . . . 

who all in the midst of hell, upon each 
other so relies this. . . . 

All for Brothers In Arms, for them will die 
this. . . . For there are all kinds of 
courage, so why this? 

How does such Strength In Honor, one find 
this? From deep inside of ones heart, 
arises! 

From Angels on The Battlefield, are so high 
this! 

Arises, such splendid splendor. . . . 
To such hearts of faith so rendered! 
As Mac, you are such splendor. . . . 
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