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Washington D.C., museums, live theater and 
the San Francisco Opera are part of the cur-
riculum at Wawona School. Mrs. Stauffer be-
lieves these field trips are an important part of 
exposing her students to life outside of the 
park. 

Mrs. Stauffer is an extraordinary person and 
educator. She is dedicated to the Yosemite 
community and especially to her students. She 
is committed to providing her students with the 
very best education in the most nurturing envi-
ronment possible. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Michelle Stauffer for her dedicated service to 
the student of Wawona School. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Mrs. Stauffer 
many years of continued success. 
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PREVENTING SOCIAL SECURITY 
FRAUD ACT OF 2010 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to introduce the 
‘‘Preventing Social Security Fraud Act of 
2010.’’ This bill will reduce the Social Security 
Disability backlog by punishing insurance com-
panies that force policyholders to fraudulently 
apply for disability benefits. 

The initial application backlog for Social Se-
curity Disability will be more than 1 million ap-
plicants by October. The disability hearing 
backlog sits at an average of 446 days with 
718,000 people waiting for a hearing. 

Despite these staggering numbers, a hand-
ful of bad actors in the insurance industry 
force individuals who are capable of working 
to apply for disability benefits, and when de-
nied, forces them to appeal the decision again 
and again. 

These companies do this because it bene-
fits them financially. Each application in the 
disability process lower’s the company’s cash 
reserve requirement. The companies also 
know that if one of their policyholders happens 
to hit the jackpot and receive Social Security 
benefits, then the insurer can lower its monthly 
payout to the policyholder by that amount. 

Nevermind that these individual policy-
holders must certify under threat of fine or im-
prisonment when applying for benefits that 
their claim is legitimate. The policyholder is 
forced to take all the risk, while the insurer 
wins either way. 

The legislation I am introducing today re-
quires insurers to certify to the Social Security 
Administration that a claim is legitimate when 
it forces a policyholder to apply for Social Se-
curity Disability. It is important that we protect 
the right of all Americans to apply for these 
benefits and appeal legitimate claims. 

This bill in no way threatens that system. 
For those who apply for disability on their own, 
nothing changes. For those who are forced by 
their insurers, I merely ask that the insurer 
take the same oath required of their policy-
holder and stand by the claim. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 
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REUNIFICATION OF CYPRUS 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, I wish to 
speak today about an injustice that has been 
taking place in Cyprus for the last 36 years. 

In 1974, when hostilities broke out on the 
small island, Turkey began its military occupa-
tion of more than one-third of Cypriot land. 

Nearly ten years later, the Turks declared 
this land to be the ‘‘Turkish Republic of North-
ern Cyprus’’. To this day, the only country to 
recognize this declaration is Turkey, which still 
illegally occupies the northern part of Cyprus. 

Currently there are about 36,000 Turkish 
troops occupying the North of Cyprus. They 
stand as a physical manifestation of the bar-
rier Turkey is putting up against Cypriot reuni-
fication. 

Turkey has made other efforts to discourage 
reunification. According to the Council of Eu-
rope Parliamentary Assembly, Turkey has de-
liberately and continuously modified the demo-
graphics of the island, and they have enacted 
a system of ‘‘naturalization’’ that encourages 
mainland Turks to move to Cyprus. 

This occupation is made all the more tragic 
by its needlessness. Thirteen million Turkish- 
Cypriots and Greek-Cypriots have crossed into 
each others communities without incident. 
They seek to live together as neighbors in 
countries to which they have emigrated. There 
is no reason for these peoples to be divided. 

We have reason to be hopeful—Turkish and 
Greek Cypriot leaders have been engaged in 
UN-sponsored negotiations since September 
2008 to reunify the island. 

The United States has an important role to 
play in the reunification of Cyprus. We must 
ensure that we are doing all we can to make 
the island unified once more by working with 
the European Union, Turkey, and all citizens 
of Cyprus toward a peaceful and fair resolu-
tion of this decades-old conflict. 
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HONORING ERICA CHALKLEY 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute and express gratitude to Erica 
Chalkley, who dedicated herself in my Wash-
ington, D.C. office to serving the people of Or-
egon’s Second Congressional District for near-
ly three years. In that time, she distinguished 
herself as a talented young woman who dedi-
cates herself unswervingly to her career, col-
leagues, and family. 

Madam Speaker, it’s tough enough to lose 
the only other Duck in my Washington, D.C. 
office. But much more than that, Erica brought 
an enthusiasm and positive attitude every day 
that will be sorely missed. Countless Orego-
nians have walked through the doors of my 
Washington, D.C. office and been greeted first 
by Erica, who made them feel at home during 

their visit. I received many exuberant ‘‘thank 
you’’ notes over the past few years that spe-
cifically mentioned how grateful they were for 
Erica’s hospitality and charm. 

In a sense, what they were really saying is 
that Erica made their experience in our na-
tion’s capital even better. That’s no small feat. 
In a city with so many memorable museums, 
landmarks, and attractions, it says quite a bit 
that her service left such a lasting impression 
during what for many is a very special and 
personally fulfilling trip to Washington, D.C. 

My colleagues on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee would certainly appreciate 
this example of Erica’s hard work and dedica-
tion to the team. When the health care bill was 
brought up for a markup in the committee last 
summer, my senior policy advisor on health 
care issues was out of the office on maternity 
leave. So Erica stepped in to pinch hit for, es-
sentially, her first Major League at-bat. 

Madam Speaker, that marathon markup on 
the 2,032-page bill was Erica’s very first 
hands-on experience in the committee proc-
ess. Without missing a beat, she dove head-
first into the complicated new policy implica-
tions of this massive piece of legislation. Put 
in a similar position, many others might have 
been intimidated by the pressure and greatly 
elevated stakes. She held more than her own, 
even helping me successfully attach several 
amendments important to rural Oregon to the 
committee version of the bill. 

As I’m sure you can imagine, Madam 
Speaker, it is bittersweet to lose a member of 
the team like Erica. On the one hand, it is 
never easy to replace someone who brings to 
the table an outgoing personality, strong work 
ethic, and commitment to public service. But 
on the other hand, it’s impossible not to be 
happy for her as she enters what will no doubt 
be a very exciting stage of her life. 

While Erica is leaving Capitol Hill, she is en-
tering a private professional organization 
where she will continue to remain deeply in-
volved in public policy work, something that I 
know is a priority for Erica. 

Beyond her professional growth, Erica re-
cently became engaged to Danny Fernandez, 
a fellow Oregonian and former staffer for Sen-
ator Gordon Smith. They plan to marry next 
year, and I couldn’t be any happier for the 
both of them—even if Danny hails from the 
wrong side of Oregon’s Civil War. In all seri-
ousness, they are two wonderfully talented in-
dividuals, and I wish them the very best as 
they go down the very exciting path before 
them. 

Erica also became an aunt for the first time 
just a couple of short weeks ago. It must have 
been near torture for Erica to wait a week be-
fore heading down to Georgia to see the new 
addition to her family, but her pride in her sis-
ter and baby Seth has been evident ever 
since she announced the happy news. 

Madam Speaker, I’ve already noted how 
constituents have showered praise upon Erica 
for her work. Just as importantly, I’d wager 
that if you polled my staff and the profes-
sionals who regularly come and go through 
my office, they would tell you that having the 
privilege to interact with Erica makes every 
day that much better. The world could always 
use a few more people like that. I can’t think 
of many higher compliments. 
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