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Let me show one other. This is 

Minchul Suk. Minchul was brought to 
the United States from South Korea by 
his parents in 1991 when he was 9 years 
old. Minchul graduated from high 
school with a 4.2 GPA. He graduated 
from UCLA with a degree in microbi-
ology, immunology, and molecular ge-
netics. With support from the Korean 
American community, Minchul was 
able to graduate from dental school. He 
has passed the national boards and li-
censing exam to become a dentist, but 
he cannot obtain a license because he 
does not have legal status. 

Minchul sent me a letter recently. 
Here is what he wrote: 

After spending the majority of my life 
here, with all my friends and family here, I 
could not simply pack my things and go to a 
country I barely remember. I am willing to 
accept whatever punishment is deemed fit-
ting for that crime; let me just stay and pay 
for it . . . I am begging for a chance to prove 
to everyone that I am not a waste of a 
human being, that I am not a criminal set on 
leeching off taxpayers’ money. Please give 
me a chance to serve my community as a 
dentist. 

The DREAM Act is not just the right 
thing to do, it is the right thing for 
America. Wouldn’t America be a better 
place if someone such as Minchul Suk 
would be able to serve his community 
as a dentist? Couldn’t our military use 
someone such as Oscar Vazquez, a me-
chanical engineer who has overcome so 
many obstacles in his young life? 
Wouldn’t we all be better off if these 
talented young immigrants were able 
to contribute more fully to the country 
they love? 

Michael Bloomberg, the mayor of 
New York City, knows something 
about economic development. He sent 
me a letter supporting the DREAM 
Act. Here is what he said: 

Why shouldn’t our economy benefit from 
the skills these young people have obtained 
here? It is senseless for us to chase out the 
home-grown talent that has the potential to 
contribute so significantly to our society. 
They’re the ones who are going to start com-
panies, invest in new technologies, pioneer 
medical advances. 

Michael Bloomberg is right. 
Our country would also benefit from 

thousands of highly qualified, well-edu-
cated young people who are eager to 
serve the United States of America in 
our armed services. I know. I have spo-
ken with those who work at the Pen-
tagon. Diversity is important in our 
military. There are not enough, pri-
marily from Hispanic populations, cur-
rently enlisting. This is a good way to 
change that, to make sure the next 
generation of leadership in the mili-
tary truly reflects the United States of 
America. 

Immigrants have an outstanding tra-
dition of military service. More than 
65,000 immigrants are currently on Ac-
tive Duty. The Center for Naval Anal-
ysis has concluded that ‘‘noncitizens 
have high rates of success while serv-

ing—they are far more likely, for ex-
ample, to fulfill their enlistment obli-
gations. . . .’’ 

Many DREAM Act students come 
from a demographic group that is al-
ready predisposed toward military 
service. The RAND Corporation found 
that ‘‘Hispanic youth are more likely 
than any other groups to express a 
positive attitude toward the military’’ 
and ‘‘Hispanics consistently have high-
er retention and faster promotion 
speeds than their white counterparts.’’ 

The Army says high school gradua-
tion is ‘‘the best single predictor’’ of 
success in the military. However, in re-
cent years, the Army has accepted 
more applicants who are high school 
dropouts, have low scores on the mili-
tary aptitude test, and even some with 
criminal backgrounds. In contrast, 
under the DREAM Act, which I have 
introduced, all recruits would be well 
qualified as high school graduates with 
good moral character and no criminal 
record. 

Since the Bush administration, we 
have worked closely with the Defense 
Department on the DREAM Act. De-
fense Department officials have said to 
me publicly and privately that it is a 
very appealing law. It would apply to 
the cream of the crop of students and 
be great for military readiness. 

Military experts also support the 
DREAM Act. LTC Margaret Stock, a 
professor at West Point, wrote an arti-
cle supporting the DREAM Act. She 
concluded: 

Passage of the DREAM Act would be high-
ly beneficial to the United States military. 
The DREAM Act promises to enlarge dra-
matically the pool of highly qualified re-
cruits for the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Mr. President, I am sorry I waited 
until late in the evening and held the 
staff here for this, but this means a lot 
to me and it means a lot to literally 
hundreds of thousands of young people 
across America. I have introduced a lot 
of bills in my career. Some of them 
have become law. Most of them 
haven’t. Most of them aren’t even no-
ticed. This one is noticed by hundreds 
of thousands of young people who, 
when they hear the name DURBIN, ask 
the next question: When is he going to 
pass the DREAM Act? Our lives depend 
on it. I feel a special, personal obliga-
tion to these young people. 

I want to take this story to my col-
leagues because I think they believe 
that America is a just and caring coun-
try, that these young people can bring 
talent and service to our great Nation 
and they deserve a chance. They should 
not be punished for any wrongdoing by 
their parents. They deserve a chance to 
prove themselves and to make this a 
better nation. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that on Thursday, 

August 5, following the period of morn-
ing business, the Senate resume the 
House message to accompany H.R. 1586 
and that all postcloture time be consid-
ered expired except for 20 minutes, 
with 10 minutes each under the control 
of Senators BAUCUS and DEMINT or 
their designees; that during this pe-
riod, it be in order to consider the 
DeMint motions to suspend and they be 
debated within the parameters of the 
remaining time; that upon the use or 
yielding back of time, the Senate pro-
ceed to vote with respect to the 
DeMint motions to suspend in the 
order in which offered; that upon dis-
position of the motions, amendment 
No. 4576 be withdrawn, no further 
amendments or motions be in order ex-
cept the pending motion to concur with 
amendment No. 4575, and without fur-
ther intervening action or debate, the 
Senate proceed to vote on the motion 
to concur in the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment to H.R. 1586 
with amendment No. 4575; that upon 
disposition of the House message, the 
Senate proceed to executive session 
and resume consideration of the Kagan 
nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, AUGUST 
5, 2010 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, Au-
gust 5; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and that following any lead-
er remarks, the Senate proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business until 11 a.m., 
with the time equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or 
their designees; that following morning 
business, the Senate resume consider-
ation of the House message with re-
spect to H.R. 1586, as provided for under 
the previous order, and that the time 
during any adjournment or period of 
morning business count postcloture. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, at ap-
proximately 11:20 a.m., Senators should 
expect a series of up to three rollcall 
votes. Those votes will be in relation to 
two DeMint motions to suspend the 
rules and on the motion to concur with 
the Murray amendment on FMAP and 
teacher funding with respect to H.R. 
1586. 

Tomorrow, the majority leader would 
like to reach agreements to consider 
the child nutrition bill and to vote on 
confirmation of the nomination of 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 09:24 Aug 09, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00075 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\S04AU0.002 S04AU0w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T02:02:12-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




