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This is a recipe for disaster. Low-in-

come students come to for-profit col-
leges in droves, lured by promises of 
high-paying careers, flexible courses, 
and easy financial aid. 

But when they enroll, they may find 
that far less money is put into edu-
cating them than on recruiting them. 

Today, the Government Account-
ability Office released a report docu-
menting the recruiting practices of for- 
profit colleges. 

Senator HARKIN asked GAO to send 
undercover investigators to determine 
if for-profit colleges’ admissions rep-
resentatives were engaged in deceptive 
marketing tactics. 

GAO sent undercover applicants to 15 
for-profit colleges, including two in Il-
linois. 

At every single one, they found that 
recruiters made deceptive or otherwise 
questionable statements. 

And at four of the schools, the for- 
profit college representatives actually 
encouraged fraud. 

Some of the tapes of those encoun-
ters would shock you. 

The recruiters made false claims 
about potential salaries, program dura-
tion, cost, and graduation rates. Other 
recruiters encouraged students to lie 
on their financial aid forms. 

In one video, the representative in-
forms a prospective applicant that 
some graduates are making $1,000 a day 
as barbers in the District of Columbia. 
That would be a salary of around 
$250,000 per year. The average barber in 
DC makes $19,000. 

In another video, the recruiter claims 
that you don’t have to pay back your 
student loans at all. She says that un-
like a car loan, no one will come after 
you for not paying a student loan. 

In several videos, recruiters refuse to 
let the applicant speak to financial aid 
officers until he enrolls in the school. 

Throughout, the representatives of 
the for-profit colleges employ aggres-
sive tactics and convey false informa-
tion to prospective students in order to 
sign them up. 

Why is all this pressure placed on 
students? Money. 

In many for-profit schools, recruit-
ers’ salaries, bonuses, or promotions 
are determined by how many students 
they sign up. 

As a result, they try to bring in as 
many students as possible—regardless 
of their ability to succeed or complete 
the program—and load them up with 
loans. 

Students deserve full and complete 
information when enrolling in a college 
and taking on large amounts of debt. 

Students should be informed about 
debt loads, completion rates, job place-
ment rates and salaries, and accredita-
tion information so that they and their 
families can make smart choices. 

Instead, students are being misled, 
misinformed, and lied to. 

Students are not the only ones being 
taken advantage of by the worst for- 

profit colleges. Taxpayers are on the 
hook as well when Pell grants are 
wasted or when student loans are de-
faulted on. 

When a student cannot repay his 
loan, the college he attended bears no 
responsibility. Instead, the taxpayers 
take the loss. 

Steve Eisman, profiled in the book 
‘‘The Big Short,’’ has discussed the 
similarities between the subprime 
mortgage industry and the for-profit 
college industry. Some of his pre-
dictions are startling. 

He estimates that over the next 10 
years, former students of for-profit col-
leges will owe $330 billion on defaulted 
loans and fees. Given our current fiscal 
situation, that is not a cost we can 
bear. 

Eisman believes that if we don’t rein 
in this industry, we will face another 
social disaster akin to the collapse of 
the housing industry. I hope that does 
not come to pass. 

This is a situation that demands our 
attention. 

Along with several of my colleagues 
in the House and Senate, I’ve asked the 
Government Accountability Office to 
review the quality of for-profit colleges 
and make recommendations based on 
its findings. 

I commend Senator HARKIN for hold-
ing oversight hearings in his com-
mittee on this important issue, includ-
ing a hearing this week on marketing 
and recruitment by for-profit colleges. 
I look forward to working with him on 
legislative action. 

I also commend the administration 
and specifically the Department of 
Education for their engagement on this 
issue. 

Unfortunately for the taxpayer and 
for countless students, the previous ad-
ministration loosened many regula-
tions that have made it easier for 
abuses to occur. I am pleased to see the 
current administration back on the ap-
propriate track. The Department of 
Education has proposed a number of 
new regulations that will address some 
of the abuses in the industry. 

Several of my colleagues are working 
with me on the President’s Deficit Re-
duction Commission. One of the prin-
ciples guiding our work is not just 
what we’re spending, but how wisely. 

Does it make sense for the Federal 
Government to send Pell grants to 
schools that are spending more of that 
money on marketing than on edu-
cation? Does it make sense for the Fed-
eral Government to guarantee loans to 
students who are given no realistic 
chance at the career they think they 
are training for? 

We need to look carefully at this 
trend in for-profit schools. If enroll-
ment has increased by 225 percent over 
10 years, while $4 billion in Federal dol-
lars went to for-profit schools last 
year, and 40 percent of their students 
are defaulting on their loans . . . this 
may not make sense. 

REMEMBERING SENATOR ROBERT 
C. BYRD 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, the 
death of Senator Robert Byrd is a tre-
mendous loss to the Senate, the State 
of West Virginia, and the entire Na-
tion. As the longest serving Member of 
Congress, his political career spanned 
multiple Presidencies, and he was a 
witness to countless American ad-
vances and achievements. He has 
served his state and our country for 
more than half a century, and he will 
be greatly missed. 

Senator Byrd embodied the history 
and traditions of the Senate, and his 
incredible knowledge of our Constitu-
tion, Congress and the legislative proc-
ess benefited every Member who served 
alongside him. I met with Senator 
Byrd when I was first elected to the 
Senate, and I will be forever grateful 
for his generosity and willingness to 
assist his colleagues. 

I will always remember Senator Byrd 
as a committed public servant who was 
deeply devoted to his State and his 
country. He was known as the con-
science of the Senate for his dedication 
to the body’s history, legislative proc-
ess and rules, serving as a principled 
legislator. He made many sacrifices to 
give his life to public service, and we 
owe a lot to Senator Byrd for this rea-
son. I am deeply saddened by his pass-
ing and know he will be missed. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
rise to pay tribute to a colleague whose 
devotion to this body, and to this Na-
tion, was personal, heartfelt and leg-
endary. I am talking about none other 
than the senior senator from West Vir-
ginia, Senator Robert Byrd. 

Senator Byrd’s time on Earth was a 
life characterized by commitment. He 
exemplified this rare quality through 
his 70-year marriage to his high school 
sweetheart Erma James Byrd. But this 
was far from the only deep commit-
ment in Senator Byrd’s life. His dedica-
tion to the U.S. Senate was proved by 
his actions and his storied career. His 
life in the Senate began in 1958 with a 
victory that included 59 percent of the 
vote, the smallest margin of victory in 
Senator Byrd’s half century-plus ca-
reer. During his 57 years in Congress, 
Byrd worked with 12 future Presidents. 
He was known for telling his colleagues 
that he did not serve under any Presi-
dents, but alongside them. 

In Senator Byrd’s portrait in the Old 
Senate Chamber, his image is sur-
rounded by his wife, the Bible, and the 
U.S. Constitution. This is only fitting, 
considering that Senator Byrd used ref-
erences from the Bible and the U.S. 
Constitution in many of his speeches 
and in his everyday dealings with fel-
low lawmakers. In a speech by Senator 
Byrd on October 13, 1989, he said, ‘‘The 
Constitution is the old landmark which 
they have set. And if we do not rise to 
the call of the moment and take a 
stand, take a strong stand, against our 
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own personal interests or against party 
interests, and stand for the Constitu-
tion, then how might we face our chil-
dren and grandchildren when they ask 
of us as Caesar did to the centurion, 
‘How do we fare today?’ and the centu-
rion replied, You will be victorious. As 
for myself, whether I live or die, to-
night I shall have earned the praise of 
Caesar.’ ’’ 

I can say that Senator Byrd is de-
serving of the praise of West Vir-
ginians, and, indeed, all Americans, for 
his devotion to the Senate and to our 
Nation. He will be missed by his col-
leagues, and we are grateful for his 
life’s work. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, no Sen-
ator has ever loved the institution of 
the U.S. Senate more than Senator 
Robert Byrd. I firmly believe that. He 
truly believed that the upper Chamber 
of Congress was the greatest delibera-
tive body on Earth and he always 
strived to preserve its traditions and 
history for the generations to come as 
well as being the Senate’s foremost in-
structor on Senate procedure and proc-
ess. 

I was able to be a ‘‘student’’ of Sen-
ator Byrd’s instruction when we 
worked together in 2005 to preserve 
Senate rule XXII, commonly known as 
the ‘‘filibuster.’’ Senator Byrd joined 
with me, along with six other Repub-
lican Senators and six Democrat Sen-
ators to form what became the ‘‘Gang 
of 14.’’ During the meetings between 
these 14 Members, which were often 
held in my office, I fondly recall the si-
lence that would overcome the room 
when Senator Byrd spoke about the 
history of the filibuster and the rights 
of the minority in the Senate. It is not 
often that 13 members of the Senate 
are quiet for any given period of time. 
But Senator Byrd’s stature and intel-
lect brought the room to a standstill. 

Senator Byrd is remembered for 
being a strong majority leader and mi-
nority leader for his party. But as he 
reminded all of us during those meet-
ings in my office, when he served as 
majority leader during President Rea-
gan’s time in office, Senator Byrd did 
not lead his Democratic caucus to fili-
buster any of President Reagan’s judi-
cial nominees. That was a different 
time with different leaders, but Sen-
ator Byrd’s actions reflect his sincere 
desire for statesmanship and his re-
spect for the President’s nominees. His 
speech on the Senate floor in 2005 re-
garding the filibuster reflected this de-
sire when he said: 

I rise today to make a request of my fellow 
Senators. In so doing, I reach out to all Sen-
ators on both sides of the aisle, respectful of 
the institution of the Senate and of the opin-
ions of all Senators, respectful of the institu-
tion of the Presidency as well. I ask each 
Senator to pause for a moment and reflect 
seriously on the role of the Senate as it has 
existed now for 217 years, and on the role 
that it will play in the future if the so-called 
nuclear option or the so-called constitu-

tional option—one in the same—is invoked. I 
implore Senators to step back—step back, 
step back, step back—from the precipice. 
Step back away from the cameras and the 
commentators and contemplate the cir-
cumstances in which we find ourselves. 
Things are not right, and the American peo-
ple know that things are not right. The po-
litical discourse in our country has become 
so distorted, so unpleasant, so strident, so 
unbelievable . . . 

He was not only a leader in 2005 
against removing the judicial filibuster 
rule, he was a life-long leader in the 
Senate against allowing Senators to 
issue secret holds. His motives were 
noble, and he fought for its elimination 
until the end. In his final speech, en-
tered into the RECORD but not deliv-
ered, he defended an individual Sen-
ator’s right to block legislation in se-
cret. ‘‘Our Founding Fathers intended 
the Senate,’’ he lectured colleagues 
last month in one of his last appear-
ances, to have ‘‘unlimited debate and 
the protection of minority rights.’’ 

Senator Byrd’s respect for Senate 
rules and procedure were second only 
to his defense and passion for the Con-
stitution. Because of his leadership, we 
were able to establish September 17 as 
Constitution Day. Now, annually, stu-
dents across the country will learn 
about and celebrate the document that 
governs our Nation and hopefully un-
derstand the significance of this unpar-
alleled document that has established 
freedom and sovereignty of our citizens 
for hundreds of years. 

Senator Byrd spent practically all of 
his adult life serving the American 
people for which we are all grateful. 
Even when he disagreed with his peers 
in the Senate, he respected their intel-
lect and views. I am honored to have 
served beside him. He once said, ‘‘On 
the great issues, the Senate has always 
been blessed with senators who were 
able to rise above party and consider 
first and foremost the national inter-
est.’’ I agree and hope the Senate con-
tinues to attract candidates who will 
rise above politics for the good of our 
country and who will appreciate the 
history of the institution as Senator 
Byrd did. 

Senator Byrd gave his life to the 
service of his country and the Senate 
and the Nation will miss him and the 
important leadership and sense of his-
tory that he brought to this body every 
day. 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, today I 
would like to add to the heartfelt sen-
timents we have heard expressed by 
many colleagues and many more 
around the country over these past sev-
eral weeks in paying tribute to our de-
parted colleague, Senator Robert C. 
Byrd of West Virginia. 

As an American, pondering what Sen-
ator Byrd has done, the history he has 
been a part of, and the path he took 
from the small towns of southern West 
Virginia’s coalfields, is inspiring. From 
the perspective of a new Senator, I 

must say that the life and career of 
Senator Byrd is more than a little 
daunting. I have served just shy of 20 
months, and I have voted in this Cham-
ber slightly more than 600 times. 

Those numbers seem like rounding 
errors compared to the numbers we 
have heard over the last several days in 
reference to the service of Senator 
Byrd: Elected to nine full terms, more 
than 51 years in the Senate—more than 
4 years longer than the next longest 
serving Senator; he cast nearly 19,000 
votes, 18,689, including 4,705 consecu-
tive votes; he was twice majority lead-
er; served also as Whip, conference sec-
retary, minority leader, and President 
pro tempore; and he served on the Ap-
propriations Committee continuously 
since being placed there in 1959 by 
then-majority leader Lyndon Johnson 
as a freshman in this body—more than 
3 years before I was born and only 
about 2 weeks after Alaska became a 
State. 

I am told by colleagues who served 
longer with Senator Byrd that while he 
was proud of those facts, the record he 
cherished the most was the time he 
spent with the love of his life, his 
childhood sweetheart and wife of 68 
years, Erma. Senator Byrd was a man 
of deep faith, but from what I have 
heard of them as a couple, I do not 
doubt that all the glories of the after-
life pale for Senator Byrd compared to 
rejoining Erma. 

I came to the Senate too late to hear 
most of his greatest speeches, but when 
he spoke, whether it was about a fund-
ing bill or the wars that we continue to 
wage, you listened. We all felt a great 
sadness when Senator Kennedy died 
last year, but many of us probably 
came to appreciate the depth of the 
historical significance of his departure 
from this body months earlier when we 
heard and saw another of the great leg-
islators in American history, Robert C. 
Byrd, weep openly and unabashedly as 
he paid tribute to his friend and col-
league. My service with Senator Byrd 
was nowhere as lengthy as his with 
Senator Kennedy, but I am profoundly 
affected by the honor of knowing the 
man, even for these past 2 years. 

In the short time we did serve to-
gether, I have still been able to learn 
from Senator Byrd. He was a states-
man and a pillar of this institution, 
and a genuine historical figure that my 
son Jacob will learn about in school. 
But the thing that I will take from 
watching Senator Byrd that showed 
every day that we served together was 
that nothing was more important than 
the work he did for the people of the 
State that sent him here. All of us look 
to the people of our States for guidance 
on the matters of the day, and cer-
tainly Senator Byrd was attuned to the 
thoughts of the people of West Vir-
ginia. But there was more to it than 
just knowing what the people of his 
State thought. 
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His whole career was about making 

West Virginia a better place, expanding 
its infrastructure, educating its people, 
supporting its industries, and providing 
the circumstances in which economic 
development could take root and flour-
ish. Improving the lives of the people of 
his State was what motivated Senator 
Byrd to come here almost 19,000 times 
for votes on any number of issues. 

As I think of the impact Senator 
Byrd’s career has had on West Virginia, 
I cannot help but think of the similar-
ities between our two States. Alaska 
and West Virginia are both mostly 
rural, energy-producing States with 
pockets of intractable poverty. It is a 
mark of respect for his success at 
changing the world for the better that 
West Virginia has fewer poverty-strick-
en residents, and that remote regions 
of his state are less difficult to travel 
to and from than when Senator Byrd 
was first elected to Congress. He was 
an ardent supporter of the Appalachian 
Regional Commission, ARC, which was 
created to help solve the problems of 
poverty and hopelessness in his State 
by upgrading insufficient public infra-
structure, building and maintaining 
educational facilities, and providing 
access to public and private sector as-
sistance to improve health care, foster 
economic development and diversity, 
and provide opportunities for the peo-
ple of the region beyond energy extrac-
tion and the few other traditional in-
dustries that existed there. 

It is no surprise that when my prede-
cessor, Senator Ted Stevens, was look-
ing for a way to improve the lives of 
Alaskans, he saw in the ARC that his 
close friend and colleague, Senator 
Byrd, had worked so hard to support a 
model for the Denali Commission that 
he believed could create similar hope 
and opportunity in our State. My col-
leagues and I in the Alaska congres-
sional delegation today are just as 
dedicated to the potential the Denali 
Commission represents for our State. 
We can only hope to have as much posi-
tive impact on the lives of Alaskans as 
Senator Byrd had with those of the 
West Virginians he was so proud to rep-
resent. 

I do not have as many great stories 
about Senator Byrd as many of our 
other colleagues, but I will close with 
observations about the man, hard at 
work doing what he knew was right for 
his people, which inspired me. As the 
Senate worked to reform the Nation’s 
health care system last year, a number 
of votes were late at night or early in 
the morning, and as many will remem-
ber, the weather last December was 
uncharacteristically cold and snowy. 
As an Alaskan and a relatively young 
man, getting to the Capitol during a 
blizzard was not a big ordeal. Watching 
Senator Byrd, in his nineties and in ob-
vious frail health, make his way to the 
Senate Chamber time and time again 
in his wheelchair, including for a final 

vote very early on the morning of 
Christmas Eve, was an inspiration. 
Seeing it then, and reflecting on it in 
the last several days, made me appre-
ciate more fully the man’s dedication 
to the people he served. 

Every State deserves Senators with 
those motivations, and while I will al-
ways marvel at the man’s encyclopedic 
knowledge of the Senate and countless 
other things, the thing I will emulate 
about the life and career of Robert C. 
Byrd, for however long the voters of 
Alaska choose to have me as their Sen-
ator, is that my job is to make the 
lives of Alaskans better. 

I believe Senator Byrd would ap-
prove. 

Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts. Mr. 
President, today I rise to speak about 
our Nation’s longest serving Senator 
who dedicated his life to public service. 
Senator Byrd first came to the Senate 
the same year I was born, 1959, and I 
took office just a few months before he 
passed away. Though I did not have the 
opportunity to know him well, each 
day I learn more of his legacy and his 
impact on what he referred to as the 
Second Great Senate. 

Robert Byrd was a staunch defender 
of the Constitution and the institution 
of the Senate. Many have told the 
story of how he carried his pocket Con-
stitution in his jacket wherever he 
went to remind us all of that docu-
ment’s importance in making the laws 
of today. His speeches on the Senate 
floor were legendary and illustrated his 
devotion to the place where he served 
for more than 50 years. 

In his role as a Senator from West 
Virginia, Robert Byrd worked tire-
lessly to modernize his State and end 
its economic isolation. But he did more 
than just serve his State. Robert 
Byrd’s dedication to the complexity 
and the many traditions of the Senate 
was extraordinary. He was passion-
ately, and often solely, committed to 
the Founders’ wise intent that the Sen-
ate was to remain a bulwark against 
the power of the Presidency. 

Through relentless effort, dedication, 
and commitment, Robert Byrd rose 
from humble beginnings to become one 
of our Nation’s most skilled legisla-
tors. I thank him for his many years of 
public service in representing West 
Virginia and our Nation. My thoughts 
and prayers go out to his family and 
friends as they mourn his great loss. 

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to offer my sincere condolences 
following the passing of my friend and 
colleague, Senator Robert C. Byrd. 
This is obviously the end of an era. 
Senator Byrd has seen the landing of 
man on the Moon, the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act, the resignation of one 
President and the impeachment trial of 
another, and countless other signifi-
cant and historical landmarks during 
his unparalleled Senate career. 

Each of us has his or her own memo-
ries of Senator Byrd’s kindness and de-

votion to the Senate as an institution. 
The place will not be the same without 
him. 

My wife Joyce and I extend our deep-
est condolences to his daughters and 
the entire Byrd family. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise 

today to pay tribute to 38 servicemem-
bers from California or based in Cali-
fornia who have died while serving our 
country in Operation Enduring Free-
dom since March 24, 2010. This brings 
to 185 the number of servicemembers 
either from California or based in Cali-
fornia that have been killed while serv-
ing our country in Afghanistan. This 
represents 15 percent of all U.S. deaths 
in Afghanistan. 

LCpl Rick J. Centanni, 19, of Yorba 
Linda, CA, died March 24 while sup-
porting combat operations in Helmand 
province, Afghanistan. Lance Corporal 
Centanni was assigned to 4th Light Ar-
mored Reconnaissance Battalion, 4th 
Marine Division, Marine Forces Re-
serve, based out of Camp Pendleton, 
CA. 

SgtMaj Robert J. Cottle, 45, of Whit-
tier, CA, died March 24 while sup-
porting combat operations in Helmand 
province, Afghanistan. Sergeant Major 
Cottle was assigned to 4th Light Ar-
mored Reconnaissance Battalion, 4th 
Marine Division, Marine Forces Re-
serve, based out of Camp Pendleton, 
CA. 

Sgt Kenneth B. May, Jr., 26, of Kil-
gore, TX, died May 11 while supporting 
combat operations in Helmand prov-
ince, Afghanistan. Sergeant May was 
assigned to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pen-
dleton, CA. 

Cpl Jeffery W. Johnson, 21, of 
Tomball, TX, died May 11 while sup-
porting combat operations in Helmand 
province, Afghanistan. Corporal John-
son was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 1st 
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, 
I Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp 
Pendleton, CA. 

PO Zarian Wood, 29, of Houston, TX, 
died May 16 in Helmand Province, Af-
ghanistan, of wounds sustained from an 
improvised explosive device blast while 
on dismounted patrol. Petty Officer 
Wood was assigned as a hospital corps-
man to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regi-
ment, 1st Marine Division, I Marine 
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, 
CA. 

SSgt Adam L. Perkins, 27, of Ante-
lope, CA, died May 17 while supporting 
combat operations in Helmand prov-
ince, Afghanistan. Staff Sergeant Per-
kins was assigned to 7th Engineer Sup-
port Battalion, 1st Marine Logistics 
Group, I Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Camp Pendleton, CA. 

Cpl Jacob C. Leicht, 24, of College 
Station, TX, died May 27 while sup-
porting combat operations in Helmand 
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