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TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL FREY 

∑ Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, 
today I pay tribute to Mr. Michael 
Frey, a disabled Missouri veteran 
whose courage, perseverance, and for-
titude are remarkable and in keeping 
with the finest traditions of Missouri 
and American values: hard work, inde-
pendence, humbleness, selfless sac-
rifice, and more. 

As a young 19-year old soldier in 
Vietnam, Mr. Frey served as a squad 
leader in Alpha Company 3/21 of the 
19th Infantry Brigade. On July 14, 1969, 
Mr. Frey and the members of Alpha 
Company were ambushed near the Chu 
Lai base camp. His spinal cord was 
shattered by enemy fire, and the inju-
ries rendered him paralyzed from the 
neck down and dependent on a venti-
lator for assistance in breathing. Given 
the extent of his injuries, many doctors 
would have given Mr. Frey a short time 
to live, but this special Missourian was 
about to prove that his case and that 
he himself was special. 

Mr. Frey returned to the United 
States and began receiving full-time 
care through St. Louis-area Veterans 
Administration, VA, hospitals, where 
he gained the respect and admiration 
of the hospital staff for his resilience, 
problem-solving approach, and posi-
tivity even as he faced almost unthink-
able limitations. On December 7, 1984, 
15 years after his spine was shattered 
in Vietnam, more than double the time 
individuals with his type of injuries are 
projected to survive, Mr. Frey moved 
out of the Spinal Cord Injury facility 
at Jefferson Barracks Veterans Hos-
pital and into his own home—a re-
markable accomplishment for a person 
with complete tetraplegia. 

Since then, Mr. Frey has lived on his 
own for over 25 years, and he is still 
going strong. Today he actively man-
ages his daily care with the help of a 
team of care specialists, and he con-
tinues to take full charge of his health 
through preventative care and regular 
collaboration with VA doctors. He has 
the benefit of a strong social network 
and a self-confidence that has allowed 
him to bounce back from setbacks. He 
also remains an avid St. Louis Car-
dinals fan and regularly attends games. 
In fact, Mr. Frey developed a special 
friendship with the late, great St. 
Louis Cardinals broadcaster Jack 
Buck, who befriended Mr. Frey in the 
1970s and encouraged him along the 
way. 

Having survived over 40 years since 
his injury, Mr. Frey is one of the long-
est living tetraplegics in the VA sys-
tem. I honor him today for his wonder-
ful example in coping with his dis-
ability. His spirited approach to life is 
emblematic of the courage, honor, and 
strength of this country’s veterans who 
fight for our freedom. His partnership 
with the many great professionals in 
the VA healthcare system in St. Louis, 
who at once serve him and revere him, 

is uplifting and embodies how our VA 
system can work best. I join the people 
of Missouri, and all Americans, in sa-
luting Mr. Frey’s courage and to hum-
bly thank him for all that he has done, 
and for all that he endured, for this 
country. Mr. Michael Frey is a true 
American hero.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING EERO SAARINEN 
∑ Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I 
wish to commemorate the 100th anni-
versary of the birth of Mr. Eero 
Saarinen. 

Mr. Saarinen was born in Finland on 
August 20, 1910, immigrated with his 
family to the United States in 1923, and 
became an American citizen in 1940. A 
master of American 20th century archi-
tecture, Mr. Saarinen passed away on 
September 1, 1961. 

In 1948, Mr. Saarinen won the Jeffer-
son National Expansion Memorial 
Competition with his design for the 
Saint Louis Gateway Arch, creating a 
monument which, in his words, ‘‘would 
have lasting significance and would be 
a landmark for our time.’’ One of our 
Nation’s most iconic monuments, the 
Gateway Arch symbolizes Saint Louis’ 
role as the ‘‘Gateway to the West’’ and 
celebrates our Nation’s westward ex-
pansion. Famed architect Cesar Pelli 
commented that the Arch is ‘‘a perfect 
combination of a free gesture with a 
romantic view of modern technology.’’ 
Today, the Arch remains Mr. 
Saarinen’s most widely recognized 
work. 

Mr. Saarinen also designed several 
well known structures including the 
Trans World Airlines Flight Center at 
New York’s John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport and the main ter-
minal at Washington Dulles Inter-
national Airport, which is renowned for 
its gracefully curving roof, suggestive 
of flight. Missouri is fortunate to also 
host the Firestone Baars Chapel. De-
signed by Mr. Saarinen, the chapel fea-
tures a unique four-foyer design, and is 
located on the campus of Stephens Col-
lege in Columbia. 

In addition to his accomplishments 
in the field of architecture, Mr. 
Saarinen was also a groundbreaking 
designer of furniture. In 1956, he cre-
ated the tulip chair, featured on the 
original Star Trek television series and 
considered a classic of industrial de-
sign. 

In recognition of his many achieve-
ments, Mr. Saarinen was elected, in 
1954, a member of the American Acad-
emy of Arts and Letters, considered 
the highest formal recognition of artis-
tic merit in the United States. In 1962, 
Mr. Saarinen was posthumously award-
ed the Gold Medal from the American 
Institute of Architects. The highest 
honor bestowed by the organization, it 
is conferred in recognition of a ‘‘sig-
nificant body of work of lasting influ-
ence on the theory and practice of ar-
chitecture.’’ 

On behalf of me and the people of 
Missouri, it is my sincere pleasure to 
honor the life, achievements, and en-
during contributions of Mr. Eero 
Saarinen to Missouri and the Nation.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN ‘‘JACK’’ BISCOE 
∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I pay 
tribute to a Maine champion for the 
wilderness and a strong proponent of 
protecting our natural world. John 
‘‘Jack’’ Biscoe, who died last year on 
November 20, possessed a stirring pas-
sion for the uninterrupted forests of 
Maine, the mighty Penobscot and Ken-
nebec Rivers, and the White Mountains 
which extend from Maine into New 
Hampshire. 

Jack’s passion for the environment 
was not limited to Maine, and in fact 
extended to the breathtaking wilder-
ness of Alaska. He first traveled to 
Alaska in the 1950s tagging salmon in 
the Aleutian Islands for the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Subsequently, his 
involvement in the cleanup of the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill only spurred his 
engagement in wildlife conservation. 
At the end of his career, Jack was one 
of Maine’s most renowned organizers 
behind protecting Alaska’s wilderness, 
and he frequently reminded me that 
Mainers care about protecting the en-
vironment throughout the world. 

Upon his return to Maine, Jack’s 
concern for wildlife was channeled 
through the Sierra Club, and other 
groups, of which he was an avid mem-
ber, including the Alaska Wilderness 
League and the Alaska Coalition of 
Maine. Jack’s zeal for environmental 
protection never waned and his vision 
for a better environment never fal-
tered, and we will long remember him 
as an inspiration of what one person 
can contribute to the greater good. 
Jack’s life and legacy were emblematic 
of Maine’s deep commitment to retain-
ing our quality of life, and I appreciate 
the effort that he provided on behalf of 
our Nation’s wilderness.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING COURTYARD CAFÉ 
∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, small 
businesses are not only the lifeblood of 
our economy, they are often quite lit-
erally the heart of our neighborhoods 
and communities. One such business is 
the Courtyard Café in the northern 
Maine town of Houlton, which is at the 
top end of Interstate 95 in the United 
States. Houlton is the county govern-
ment seat for Aroostook County—the 
largest east of the Mississippi River 
geographically—and it serves as a 
major border crossing with our State’s 
largest trade partner, Canada. 

Yet, despite Houlton’s critical role in 
international commerce, it is at its 
core a prime example of small town 
America. And although downtowns 
across America, including Houlton, 
have been suffering over the past sev-
eral years, people like Joyce and Henry 
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