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Transue, the owners of Courtyard Café, 
have stepped forward to help revitalize 
these regions by opening small busi-
nesses that bring new customers and 
increases revenues to downtown stores. 
In recognition of their efforts, today I 
honor Courtyard Café and its owners 
for the tremendous work they have 
done to bring their world-class dining 
establishment to Houlton. 

The Courtyard Café got its start over 
a decade ago, when Chef Joyce Transue 
and her husband Henry opened the 
quaint restaurant on Main Street in 
downtown Houlton. But the res-
taurant’s origins date back to 1993, 
when Chef Transue began small cater-
ing business that she called the Trav-
eling Gourmet. This operation allowed 
Chef Transue to merge her passion for 
cooking with her zeal for beautiful 
presentation and exceptional hospi-
tality. The Courtyard Café continues 
this tradition as Chef Transue offers 
her catering services to local clients ei-
ther at the restaurant or at a location 
of their choosing. 

The Courtyard Café has quickly 
earned a reputation for fresh and excit-
ing meals prepared with tremendous 
skill and attention. Given the abun-
dance of local fruits and vegetables in 
Aroostook County, most notable pota-
toes, Chef Transue takes painstaking 
efforts to carefully incorporate these 
items into her divergent menu options, 
while also utilizing other items such as 
farm-fresh eggs and locally produced 
maple syrup. All breads, salad 
dressings, and desserts are homemade 
at the Courtyard Café, and the res-
taurant sells its famed Raspberry Vin-
aigrette, Greek, and White Wine Vinai-
grette salad dressings to customers in 
store or online thanks to a small man-
ufacturing grant she accessed through 
the Northern Maine Development Cen-
ter. 

The restaurant offers delicious and 
affordable lunch dishes, and provides 
fresh seafood, poultry, and meat dishes 
for its dinner entrees. Desserts made 
from scratch include seasonal fruit 
crisp, cheesecake, and tiramisu. In ad-
dition, guests can sit at the newly ren-
ovated Garden Bar for a more casual 
dining option. As a truly hands-on 
owner, Chef Transue takes her craft se-
riously, and can always be seen in the 
kitchen arranging meals for customers, 
starting early in the morning pre-
paring fresh sauces and soups for the 
day ahead. She has certainly succeeded 
in providing clients with a small, inti-
mate restaurant tailored to producing 
exquisite gourmet food in a com-
fortable setting and relaxing atmos-
phere. 

The Courtyard Café has rightfully 
gained recognition as an upscale dining 
destination, with customers travelling 
from as far away as Presque Isle and 
beyond just to enjoy the delicious 
meals prepared by Chef Joyce Transue. 
Her dedication and enthusiasm for cul-

inary excellence have been exemplary, 
and I wish her and everyone at the 
Courtyard Café continued success in 
their delectable endeavors.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EDMUND CURRY 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Edmund Curry, an in-
tern in my Washington, DC, office, for 
all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several weeks. 

Edmund is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Maryland, where he majored in 
political science and government. He is 
a hard worker who has been dedicated 
to getting the most out of his intern-
ship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Edmund for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DANIELLE HANSON 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Danielle Hanson, an intern in 
my Rapid City, SD office, for all of the 
hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Danielle is a graduate of St. Thomas 
More High School in Rapid City, SD. 
Currently, she is attending Benedictine 
College in Kansas, where she is major-
ing in secondary education. She is a 
hard worker who has been dedicated to 
getting the most out of her internship 
experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Danielle for all of the fine 
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO RYUN HAUGAARD 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Ryun Haugaard, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Ryun is a graduate of Milbank High 
School in Milbank, SD. After high 
school, he enlisted in the Army as an 
ordnance specialist and was deployed 
to Iraq with the 592nd Ordnance Com-
pany, 96th Regional Readiness Com-
mand. Currently he is attending the 
United States Military Academy at 
West Point, where he is majoring in 
law. 

He is a hard worker who has been 
dedicated to getting the most out of 
his internship experience. I extend my 
sincere thanks and appreciation to 
Ryun for all of the fine work he has 
done and wish him continued success in 
the years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO BLAKE NEFF 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Blake Neff, an intern 

in my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Blake is a graduate of Lincoln High 
School in Sioux Falls, SD. Currently, 
he is attending Dartmouth College, 
where he is majoring in history. He is 
a hard worker who has been dedicated 
to getting the most out of his intern-
ship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Blake for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO PETER NESBITT 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Peter Nesbitt, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Peter is a graduate of Roosevelt High 
School in Sioux Falls, SD. He served in 
the U.S. Army in Seoul, South Korea 
for 6 years. Currently, he is attending 
Georgetown University, where he is 
majoring in international politics. 

He is a hard worker who has been 
dedicated to getting the most out of 
his internship experience. I extend my 
sincere thanks and appreciation to 
Peter for all of the fine work he has 
done and wish him continued success in 
the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TRAVIS NORDGAARD 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Travis Nordgaard, an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office, 
for all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several weeks. 

Travis is a graduate of Canby High 
School in Canby, SD. Currently, he is 
attending Carleton College, where he is 
majoring in political science and eco-
nomics. He is a hard worker who has 
been dedicated to getting the most out 
of his internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Travis for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JORDAN VEURINK 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Jordan Veurink, an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office, 
for all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the State of South 
Dakota over the past several weeks. 

Jordan is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Sioux Falls in Sioux Falls, SD. 
Currently, he is attending Texas Wes-
leyan University School of Law. He is a 
hard worker who has been dedicated to 
getting the most out of his internship 
experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Jordan for all of the fine 
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