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I’m the guy that was raising money in 
Republican districts to get you here, 
but that doesn’t mean that I criticize 
you for saying, hey, that’s great then, 
but I’m running for reelection now. I 
mean, do what you have to do. 

And, Republicans, hey, you don’t 
have much to run on, but, what the 
hell, if RANGEL is an embarrassment 
based on newspaper articles, I can see 
why you would do it. 

But think. Think. Isn’t this histori-
cally the first time that it appears as 
though partisanship has entered the 
Ethics Committee? Isn’t it historically 
the first time that the recommenda-
tions of the subcommittee of investiga-
tion is turned down? And, darn, who in 
the heck would want somebody who po-
litically called you ‘‘corrupt’’ to be the 
ranking bipartisan guy to judge you? 

Now I don’t expect answers today, 
and I know you’re going home, and I 
wish all of you well. But at the end of 
the day, somebody, somebody has to do 
more than wish I go away. Somebody 
has to tell me, when does RANGEL get a 
chance to talk to witnesses? I haven’t 
talked with any member of the Ethics 
Committee in terms of settlement. My 
lawyers have. 
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I haven’t talked with any of the wit-
nesses. And they had to expedite this 
case. In other words, I have a shorter 
time to prepare, for reasons that they 
tell me, don’t challenge the Ethics 
Committee; they make up this stuff as 
they go along. 

My lawyer, I can understand how fi-
nancially this thing can go on longer 
than I can afford. But she is willing to 
assist me in working out something in 
pro bono, and I will expect the leader-
ship to help me. 

Don’t let this happen to you. Don’t 
walk away from here because it is con-
venient that I disappear because not all 
of you will be able to withstand it, as 
I have. If there is no issue of corrup-
tion, if everybody, including the leader 
over here, has to start off with what a 
great American I am before he drops 
the bomb, well, I think that should 
count for something. And I am not ask-
ing for leniency. I am asking for expo-
sure of the facts. They have made a de-
cision. I want you to make a decision. 

Now, I apologize to the leadership. I 
feel for those people, especially new-
comers that love this place so much 
that, like someone said: CHARLIE, they 
all love you. And I paused, and so they 
finished with: But they love themselves 
better. I understand that, you know. 
But for God’s sake, just don’t believe 
that I don’t have feelings, that I don’t 
have pride, that I do want the dignity 
that the President has said. And the 
dignity is that even if you see fit to 
cause me not to be able to come back, 
because you are not going to do it in 
my district, but if there is some rec-
ommendation that I be expelled, for 

me, for me, that would be dignity be-
cause it shows openly that this system 
isn’t working for me. And I hope some 
of you might think, if it doesn’t work 
for me, that it may not work for you. 

So I know we are anxious to get 
home. I know I can’t get on the agenda. 
I know that some time somewhere I 
will have a hearing. So while you are 
saying I should resign, I do hope that 
you might think about what happens if 
the whole country starts thinking it is 
better that you resign and don’t make 
anyone feel uncomfortable than to 
have the truth, at least a person an op-
portunity to say you have made alleged 
violations. I’m saying you are wrong 
based on sworn testimony. And I want 
somebody, and I don’t think it is going 
to be people who have been critical of 
me for doing the same thing that is 
going to be the judge. 

I know outside doesn’t count because 
we judge the conduct of our own Mem-
bers. Adam Powell knew that when 
they wouldn’t let him be seated; and 
the courts, of course, overruled it. But 
if I can’t get my dignity back here, 
then fire your best shot in getting rid 
of me through expulsion. 

Now I apologize for any embarrass-
ment that I have caused. I’m prepared 
to admit, and try to let young people 
know that you never get too big to rec-
ognize that these rules are for junior 
Members, as they are for senior Mem-
bers, and that you can’t get so carried 
away with good intentions that you 
break the rules because the rules are 
there to make certain that we have 
some order, some discipline and respect 
for the rules. 

And I violated that, and I am apolo-
gizing for it. And I don’t think apolo-
gies mean that this is a light matter. It 
is very serious. 

But corruption? No evidence, no sug-
gestion that this was ever found. And 
lastly, I close by saying that there is 
an organization that some of you 
know, certainly DCCC, National Truth 
in Government, and whatever, and the 
only thing I can say that some of my 
more important Democrats are on the 
list that sent out mail soliciting 
money in order to get rid of me even 
before I became the chairman. They 
have a Web site that I will be giving 
you because they got a lot of our Mem-
bers, including Black Caucus members 
on their list. One I do remember is send 
your money in now, we’ve got RANGEL 
against the ropes and we’re going to 
get rid of him. Everyone knows who 
they are. They followed me on vaca-
tion. They followed me when I was 
doing business. They’re at the airport. 
They’re outside where I live. It is kind 
of rough. 

I’m sensitive to your feelings and the 
hard work by the Ethics Committee, 
but this has to stop some time. It has 
to stop. One month; 1 year; 2 years; pri-
maries; election. And all I’m saying is 
I deserve and demand the right to be 

heard. And if I hurt anybody’s feelings, 
believe me, it is the equity and the 
fairness and the justice that I’m asking 
for, and not your feelings. We are enti-
tled to our political feelings and what 
we want done. But we have to respect 
each other and this institution which I 
love. I love my country. I love my Con-
gress. And there is nothing I wouldn’t 
do to preserve this from going on. I 
love the disagreements. I love the de-
bates. I love the arguments. But you 
are not going to tell me to resign to 
make you feel comfortable. 

So to all of those who tried to help 
me to help myself, let me appreciate it. 
And for those who disagree, I’m sorry, 
but that is one thing you can’t take 
away from me. So thank you for listen-
ing. I do hope that you have a pleasant 
time while you are away. And maybe, 
just maybe, the members of the Ethics 
Committee might think about telling 
me when they think they might have a 
hearing so that whatever they decide, I 
can let my constituents, my family, 
and my friends know that I did the best 
I could as an American, as a patriot, 
and someone that loves this country. 

Thank you for your attention. Go 
home. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: ordering the previous question 
on House Resolution 1606, by the yeas 
and nays; adoption of House Resolution 
1606, if ordered. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 1586, EDU-
CATION JOBS AND MEDICAID AS-
SISTANCE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on order-
ing the previous question on House 
Resolution 1606, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 244, nays 
164, not voting 24, as follows: 

[Roll No. 516] 

YEAS—244 

Ackerman 
Adler (NJ) 
Altmire 

Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 

Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
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