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the Lake Ridge Occoquan Coles Civic Asso-
ciation, LOCCA. 

The builders of the Lake Ridge Planned 
Community began development in the mid 
1960s. The developers of Lake Ridge envi-
sioned a community where people could live, 
work, shop and play. However, early residents 
desired a way to shape the vision for their 
community. They recognized a need for an or-
ganization that was capable of influencing 
planning and development decisions in Lake 
Ridge. 

On July 6, 1970, the residents established 
the Lake Ridge Communities Civic Associa-
tion, LRCCA, as a non-political, nonpartisan 
organization that gave citizens an organized 
community voice. The LRCCA hosted bake 
sales, dances and other fund-raising activities 
to support local civic projects and to foster a 
newfound sense of community in Lake Ridge. 

In 1978, the organization matured into the 
Lake Ridge Occoquan Civic Association, 
LOCA, in response to growing concerns over 
unchecked growth and development in Prince 
William County. The membership created the 
Planning, Environment, Land-Use and Trans-
portation Committee, PELT, to evaluate new 
development in the area. The organization en-
couraged quality development with appropriate 
infrastructure investments, compatible archi-
tecture, signage and landscaping and pro-
moted the use of green community designs 
complete with sidewalks and trails. In 1997, 
the membership rewrote the bylaws to refocus 
the group and formally include the Coles Mag-
isterial District within its jurisdiction, creating 
the Lake Ridge Occoquan Coles Civic Asso-
ciation, LOCCA. 

The influence of this community organiza-
tion on quality development standards in 
Prince William County cannot be understated. 
For four decades, dedicated members have 
sacrificed their time and contributed their con-
siderable talents to the responsible steward-
ship of their community. Their work has not 
gone unnoticed. This was the first civic asso-
ciation to be awarded the Virginia Green 
Award, and it was recognized as one of the 
most influential civic associations in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia when it was honored 
with the Virginia Citizen’s Planning Association 
Award. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in commending the membership of the 
Lake Ridge Occoquan Coles Civic Association 
for the tireless advocacy efforts and congratu-
lating them on their 40th Anniversary. I extend 
my personal appreciation to the past and cur-
rent members of LOCCA for improving and 
safeguarding the quality of life of countless 
Prince William County residents. 
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HONORING LIEUTENANT JEFF 
RACINE ON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE MICHIGAN STATE PO-
LICE 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor Detective Lieutenant Jeff Racine on his 

retirement after 25 years serving in the Michi-
gan State Police. Lt. Racine has carried out 
his duties with bravery, dedication and enthu-
siasm for his work, earning the respect of both 
his colleagues in law enforcement and the 
communities he has served. 

Lt. Racine has dedicated his career to keep-
ing residents in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
safe. Early in his career he served as a police 
officer in the Chocolay Township and 
Ishpeming Police Departments, later serving 
as deputy sheriff at the Marquette County 
Sheriff’s Department. 

In 1985, Lt. Jeff Racine joined the Michigan 
State Police, serving his first assignment as a 
trooper at the Flat Rock Post in Southeast 
Michigan. Before long, Lt. Racine returned to 
the Upper Peninsula serving as trooper at 
both the Munising and Gladstone State Police 
Posts. His hard work earned him a promotion 
to Sergeant, serving the Negaunee and Glad-
stone State Police Posts. 

In 2000, Lt. Jeff Racine was promoted to 
Detective Lieutenant in charge of the Upper 
Peninsula Substance Enforcement Team 
(UPSET). He has spent the past decade com-
bating drug trafficking and drug crimes in the 
Upper Peninsula, a particularly difficult task in 
a region with vast tracks of rural areas. The 
UPSET team has investigated more than 520 
cases, including 130 federal cases, under Lt. 
Racine’s leadership. He has been particularly 
effective at fostering working relationships with 
local law enforcement as well as federal agen-
cies, including the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives; the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs; the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration; the FBI; the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service; and the U.S. Forest Service. 

After his years in local law enforcement, and 
25 years in the Michigan State Police, Lt. Jeff 
Racine will retire on August 27, 2010. His de-
parture will be felt by law enforcement across 
the Upper Peninsula and the state of Michi-
gan, but the impact he has had, especially 
during his 10 years with UPSET, will remain 
long after he has gone. 

Lt. Racine’s wife Crystal has been by his 
side throughout his career, and in retirement 
he looks forward to spending more time with 
her and their children. Lt. Racine is also an 
avid hunter, and his retirement comes just in 
time for him to dedicate his full attention to 
this year’s hunting season. 

Madam Speaker, Lt. Jeff Racine has de-
voted his life to enforcing the law and pro-
tecting the citizens of Michigan, and his com-
mitment and hard work should be com-
mended. Throughout his career he has 
touched the lives of countless individuals he 
has worked with and served. I ask Madam 
Speaker, that you and the entire U.S. House 
of Representatives, join me in recognizing Lt. 
Jeff Racine for his courage, his dedication, 
and his years of service on his retirement from 
the Michigan State Police. 

HONORING PASTOR IRA G. 
EDWARDS, SR. 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Pastor Ira G. Edwards, Sr., 
pastor of Damascus Holy Life Baptist Church. 
Pastor Edwards is being honored on August 
22nd for his work in the Flint community. 

Pastor Edwards has been pastor of Damas-
cus Holy Life Baptist Church for the past nine 
years. He also serves as an instructor for the 
Great Lake Congress of Christian Education 
and is an Associate Dean for the Great Lakes 
Congress of Christian Education. As pastor he 
has established several programs to help the 
people of the Flint community. Pastor Edwards 
started summer feeding programs for youth, 
established community gardens, and took the 
lead in the purchasing of a local bar and con-
verting it into a Training Center. 

He is a member of Concerned Pastors for 
Social Action, and cochair of the Flint Area 
Congregations Together. He is on the National 
Steering Committee and Clergy Caucus for 
People Improving Communities through Orga-
nizing (PICO) National. He was instrumental in 
bringing CEASEFIRE/LIFE LINE to Flint. He 
has devoted his life to assisting with health 
care, education, financial peace, nutrition, and 
home foreclosure recovery. Pastor Edwards 
strives to help the youth of the community to 
reach their full potential by developing social, 
economic and academic skills. He works dili-
gently with local, state and federal officials to 
improve education, housing, and to curb vio-
lence and crime. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to rise with me today and applaud 
the work of Pastor Ira G. Edwards, Sr. as he 
is honored by his congregation and his com-
munity. I pray that he will continue to spread 
the Gospel of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, for 
many, many years to come. 
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ACKNOWLEDGING MRS. MARION 
BUSH LICATA 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor and acknowledge Mrs. Marion 
Bush Licata, a remarkable Michigan citizen, 
upon her ninetieth birthday on August 16, 
2010. 

Marion Bush was born on August 16, 1920, 
in Highland Park, Michigan to James and Eve-
lyn Bush. Growing up with two older brothers, 
Irving and J.V. Richard, Marion attended 
Cooley High School in Detroit graduating in 
1938. While working at Bell Telephone, she 
went on to attend Wayne State University 
where she met Anthony Licata. 

Marion and Anthony married in August of 
1940, celebrating their love for more than fifty- 
nine years while raising their beloved daughter 
Susan who was born in 1943. With Anthony 
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Licata serving in the United States Navy, Mar-
ion and Susan traveled by train to Virginia 
Beach, VA and Norman, Oklahoma to be near 
him. 

Marion Bush Licata was actively involved 
during Susan’s elementary school years as 
she became part of the ‘‘Mother Singers’’ cho-
ral group at Cadillac Elementary School in De-
troit. She sang in various other choirs, as well. 
A great proponent of education, Marion re-
turned to Wayne State and earned a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Library Science. She 
dedicated more than ten years to the Detroit 
Public School system as an elementary school 
librarian, passing on a love of reading to the 
children under her tutelage. 

Marion Bush Licata has enjoyed singing in 
musical groups, painting, using both oil and 
water color, creating stained glass, embroi-
dery, making dolls, sewing, reading and listen-
ing to music. Marion also was very involved in 
her late husband Anthony’s political activities. 
She actively supported Anthony’s successful 
campaign to be seated in the Michigan House 
of Representatives during a special election in 
1967. Marion Bush Licata maintained her in-
terest in politics by attending local and state 
Republican Conventions for many years. 

Marion Bush Licata finds great joy in her 
granddaughter Krista and continues to be a 
supportive and influential part of Krista’s life. 
Mrs. Licata has continued to care for her im-
mediate family and has always been a source 
of strength to the extended Bush and Licata 
families. 

Madam Speaker, for ninety years Marion 
Bush Licata has graced the world with her 
kindness, hard work, and community spirit. 
Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Marion Bush Licata upon reaching 
her ninetieth birthday and to honor her com-
mitment to her community and her country. 
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RECLAIMING POLITICS 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to submit the following. 

Rick Levin, the President of Yale University, 
recently delivered this year’s commencement 
address, ‘‘Reclaiming Politics.’’ 

While his comments were directed to grad-
uating seniors, they speak more broadly to all 
those interested in public service and in im-
proving our political system. 

I hope my colleagues and others will appre-
ciate a reasoned and articulate discussion of 
such a timely subject. 

BACCALAUREATE ADDRESS: RECLAIMING 
POLITICS 

(By President Richard C. Levin) 
What a journey you have had! Four years 

of exploring a place so rich with treasure: 
courses taught by some of the world’s most 
brilliant and creative scholars and scientists, 
a library with few peers, museums that ex-
pose you to the full variety of nature and 
human cultures, musical and theatrical per-
formances of the highest quality, vigorous 
intercollegiate and intramural athletic pro-
grams, and classmates whose excellence 

never ceases to astonish—and all this set 
within the imposing and inspiring architec-
ture of a campus that is itself a museum. 
You have had the chance to interact with 
classmates from 50 states and 50 nations, and 
the great majority of you have taken advan-
tage of Yale’s abundant international pro-
grams to spend a semester or a summer 
abroad. 

In the classroom, you were encouraged to 
engage thoroughly and rigorously in think-
ing independently about the subjects you 
studied. You were challenged to develop the 
powers of critical reasoning fundamental to 
success in any life endeavor. Outside the 
classroom, as you worked productively in 
the hundreds of organizations you joined or 
founded, you exercised the skills of team-
work and leadership. In your overseas experi-
ences, you deepened your capacity for under-
standing those whose values and cultures dif-
fer from your own—preparing you for citi-
zenship in a globally interconnected world. 
You may not recognize this in yourselves, 
but you are ready for what is next. 

Understandably, you may be uncertain and 
a bit anxious about what lies ahead. But, if 
history is to be trusted, you will find many 
paths open to you. Because of the talent you 
possessed before you came here, as well as 
the intellectual and personal growth you 
have experienced here, you will find, with 
high likelihood, success in your chosen en-
deavors. And we expect you to stay con-
nected. The vibrant life of this university is 
greatly enriched by the deep commitment 
and active participation of its graduates— 
think of all the master’s teas and guest lec-
tures and college seminars offered by our 
alumni. And keep in mind that when you 
thanked your parents a few moments ago, 
you might also have been thanking the gen-
erations of Yale graduates whose gifts past 
and present supported half the total cost of 
your education. 

Perhaps I am overconfident about your 
prospects for personal fulfillment and profes-
sional success, but I don’t think so. If you 
will concede my point for the sake of argu-
ment, let’s ask the next question, one so 
deeply rooted in Yale’s mission and tradition 
that for most of you, fortunately, it has be-
come ingrained. And that question is: how 
can I serve? How can I contribute to the 
wellbeing of those around me, much as we all 
have done in building communities within 
the residential colleges and volunteering in 
so many valuable roles in the city of New 
Haven? Now is an important time to be ask-
ing this question. Let me suggest why, and 
then let me suggest an answer. 

Aristotle tells us that we are by nature po-
litical animals. But one wonders whether he 
would recognize the species that we have be-
come. Eighteen months ago, the United 
States elected a new president who was pre-
pared to address, intelligently and collabo-
ratively, the most pressing problems con-
fronting the nation—education, health care, 
climate change, and improving America’s 
image in the rest of the world. Late in the 
election campaign, the financial crisis inter-
vened, and economic recovery and financial 
sector reform were added to this ambitious 
agenda. 

What has happened since does not inspire 
great confidence in the capacity of our sys-
tem to deal intelligently with important 
problems. We legislated a stimulus package 
that was less effective than it should have 
been, and far less effective than the cor-
responding measures undertaken in China. 
Fifteen months later, unemployment in the 
United States is still 9.9%. After months of 

stalemate, Congress enacted a health care 
bill that extends care to millions of uncov-
ered individuals and families, but takes only 
the most tentative steps toward containing 
the escalating costs that will create an 
unsustainable burden of public debt within 
the next decade or two. We failed to address 
climate change in time to achieve a mean-
ingful global agreement in Copenhagen. And, 
although financial sector reform now seems 
to be a possibility, the debate has been re-
plete with misunderstanding of what actu-
ally went wrong and a misplaced desire for 
revenge. 

Why is this happening? Let me make two 
observations, and then trace their implica-
tions for how you might conduct yourselves 
as citizens and participants in political life. 
First, contemporary political discussion is 
too often dominated by oversimplified 
ideologies with superficial appeal to voters. 
And, second, political actors in the United 
States give too much weight to the interests 
of groups with the resources to influence 
their re-election, and too little attention to 
the costs and benefits of their actions on the 
wider public. 

In The Federalist (No. 10), James Madison 
addresses the second of these observations, 
in the context of the fledgling republic es-
tablished by the U.S. Constitution. He notes 
that the tendency to pursue self-interest can 
never be entirely suppressed, but it can be 
mitigated by the proper design of political 
institutions. In contrast to a direct democ-
racy where individuals would tend to vote 
their own interests, a republican form of 
government, Madison argues, will have a 
greater tendency to select representatives 
who attend to the broader interests of the 
whole. And, he further argues, representa-
tives in a large republic constituted of a wide 
range of divergent interests will find it easi-
er to rise above parochialism than those in a 
smaller republic comprised of a small num-
ber of competing factions. 

The protections that our form of govern-
ment offers against ideology and faction 
have attenuated greatly since Madison’s 
time, for at least two reasons. First, mass 
communication increases the opportunity to 
sway voters by appeal to simple formula-
tions. Of course, the rise of mass commu-
nication could be a tool for raising the level 
of discourse through more effective edu-
cation of the electorate. But it interacts 
with the second attenuating factor: that the 
money required to win elections through the 
media has created a dependence on funding 
from special interest groups. And it is these 
interest groups who distort reasoned dia-
logue by sponsoring oversimplified messages. 

It is easy to see how these developments 
have thwarted recent efforts to shape respon-
sible public policy. For example, the interest 
groups opposing health care reform defeated 
efforts to contain costs by labeling them 
‘‘death panels,’’ and they defeated the cre-
ation of a new public vehicle for providing 
health insurance by insisting that we must 
‘‘keep government out of the health care 
business,’’ when in fact Medicare, Medicaid, 
and the Veterans Administration already 
pay nearly 40 per cent of the nation’s health 
care bill. I am not taking sides here, only 
pointing to the fact that intelligent debate 
on these subjects was crowded out by ideo-
logical distortion. 

How can we create a national and global 
dialogue that transcends such over-
simplification and parochialism? Let me sug-
gest that we need each of you to raise the 
level of debate. You came here to develop 
your powers of critical thinking, to separate 
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