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what makes sense from what is superficial, 
misleading, and seductive. Whether you have 
studied literature, philosophy, history, poli-
tics, economics, biology, physics, chemistry, 
or engineering, you have been challenged to 
think deeply, to identify the inconsistent 
and illogical, and to reason your way to in-
telligent conclusions. You can apply these 
powers of critical discernment not simply to 
fulfill personal aspirations, but to make a 
contribution to public life. 

Every signal you have received in this nur-
turing community has been unwavering in 
its message that the growth of your com-
petencies is not to benefit you alone. You 
have learned in your residential colleges 
that building a successful community has re-
quired you to respect and value one another, 
and, when appropriate, to moderate your 
own desires for the benefit of the whole. And 
so it should be in your lives after Yale. If 
you are to help to solve this nation’s prob-
lems—or work across national boundaries to 
address global problems such as climate, ter-
rorism, and nuclear proliferation—you will 
need to draw upon both these fruits of a Yale 
education: the capacity to reason and the 
ethical imperative to think beyond your own 
self-interest. 

I know that many of you are taking advan-
tage of these first years after graduation to 
take up public service, and I hope that even 
more of you will consider this path. There 
are plenty of jobs in the public sector for en-
terprising recent graduates; many are short- 
term but others may lead to careers. Many 
of you have signed up to be teachers. Others 
will enter business or the professions. But 
whatever choice you make, you can help to 
strengthen the nation and the world—by 
treating political choices not as triggers for 
an ideological reflex and not as opportuni-
ties to maximize self-interest. To combat re-
flexive ideologies, you must use the powers 
of reason that you have developed here to 
sift through the issues to reach thoughtful, 
intelligent conclusions. To combat paro-
chialism, you must draw upon the ethical 
imperative that Yale has imbued in you—an 
imperative that begins with the golden rule. 
Whether you serve in government directly or 
simply exercise your responsibilities as a cit-
izen and voter, recognize that we will all be 
best served if we take account not merely of 
our own self-interest, but the broader inter-
ests of humanity. To move beyond ideology 
and faction, we need to raise the level of po-
litical discourse. You, as the emerging lead-
ers of your generation, must rise to this 
challenge. 

In first paragraph of The Federalist (No. 1), 
writing about the infant republic whose con-
stitution he was endeavoring to defend, Alex-
ander Hamilton asserts: 

It has frequently been remarked, that it 
seems to have been reserved to the people of 
this country, by their conduct and example, 
to decide the important question, whether 
societies . . . are really capable or not, of es-
tablishing good government from reflection 
and choice . . . 

There is much in America’s history of the 
past two and a quarter centuries that would 
incline us to conclude that Hamilton’s ques-
tion has been answered in the affirmative. 
Our institutions of representative govern-
ment have proven themselves to be durable; 
the rule of law has prevailed, and the scope 
of personal liberty has expanded far beyond 
what the founders envisioned. But today, in 
the face of oversimplified ideology and the 
dominance of narrow interests, we must 
wonder again whether Hamilton’s question is 
still open. 

Women and men of the Yale College class 
of 2010: It falls to you, the superbly educated 
leaders of your generation, to rise above ide-
ology and faction, to bring to bear your in-
telligence and powers of critical thinking to 
elevate public discourse, to participate as 
citizens and to answer the call to service. 
Only with your commitment can we be cer-
tain that our future will be decided by ‘‘re-
flection and choice’’ in the broad best inter-
est of humanity. You can do it. Yes you can. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
DEBORAH OBERLIN ON BEING 
NAMED ‘‘TOYS FOR TOTS’’ NA-
TIONAL COORDINATOR OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 

Toys for Tots Program collects toys every year 
for distribution to underprivileged children dur-
ing the holiday season; 

Whereas, since its founding, the Toys for 
Tots Program has distributed more than 400 
million toys to more than 188 million children; 

Whereas, the Carroll, Harrison, and Jeffer-
son County Toys for Tots Organization served 
2,656 children in 2009 under the leadership of 
Deborah Oberlin; 

Whereas, the Toys for Tots Program con-
siders a number of factors in selecting a Na-
tional Coordinator of the Year, including the 
number of children reached relative to the 
community population and the spirit of team-
work demonstrated by the organization; 

Resolved that along with the residents of 
the 18th Congressional District, I commend 
Deborah Oberlin on being selected as the Na-
tional Coordinator of the Year for the U. S. 
Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program 
for 2009, and for her hard work serving the 
children of Ohio through this outstanding orga-
nization. 

f 

GERARD PLACIDE 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I submit the following: 

Whereas, The Caribbean community is a 
vital part of our Nation and its members are 
known worldwide; and 

Whereas, Gerard Placide, not only talks the 
talk, but he walks the walk as it relates to our 
elected officials and our community working 
together to strengthen the relationships be-
tween the Caribbean community and citizens 
throughout our country; and 

Whereas, Gerard Placide has served our 
nation honorably in the United States Army for 
six and a half years, he is a Goodwill Ambas-
sador for not only the citizens in the Fourth 
Congressional District of Georgia, Trinidad 
and Tobago, the Cayman Islands, and all of 
the Caribbean Nations; and 

Whereas, this wise psalmist and man of 
God has shared his time and talents for the 
betterment of his community and his nation 
through his tireless works, inspirational singing 
and words of encouragement and motivation 
that have and continues to be a beacon of 
light to those in need; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Caribbean 
community and Gerard Placide on this day 
and for outstanding leadership and service to 
our District; 

Now, therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr., do hereby proclaim June 18, 2010 as 
Gerard Placide Day, in the 4th Congressional 
District. 

Proclaimed, this 18th day of June, 2010. 
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IN HONOR OF 16 YEARS OF COM-
MUNITY SERVICE BY THE NOVA- 
ANNANDALE SYMPHONY OR-
CHESTRA AND IN RECOGNITION 
OF THE 2010 AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to thank the NOVA-Annandale Sym-
phony Orchestra for providing our community 
with outstanding performances for the past 16 
years and to recognize its 2010 Award Recipi-
ents. 

In 1994, Dr. Claiborne Richardson of the 
Reunion Music Society (RMS) and Dr. Gladys 
Watkins of the Northern Virginia Community 
College (NOVA), Annandale Campus, formed 
a partnership between to create the NOVA- 
Annandale Symphony Orchestra. The orches-
tra combines the talents of local professional 
and amateur musicians and college students 
to develop their skills by performing the music 
of different cultures and heritages. 

On April 16, 2010, during the NOVA-Annan-
dale Symphony Orchestra’s ‘‘Colors of Spring’’ 
concert the RMS announced award recipients 
in two special categories: The Richardson- 
Watkins Founders Awards, which recognize 
persons or businesses from the community 
that have made significant contributions to the 
success of the RMS’ programs, and The Or-
chestra/Players Awards, for which musicians 
are recognized by their peers for making sig-
nificant contributions to the success and de-
velopment of the symphony orchestra over 
several years. 

The 2010 recipients of The Richardson-Wat-
kins Founders Awards are: 

Campbell & Ferrara Nurseries in Annandale, 
Va., and its Garden Manager, Karen Stay, for 
many years of providing complimentary flower 
arrangements displayed in the lobby of the 
NOVA Theater during the orchestra’s concerts 
and for helping to promote concerts at its 
store. Ms. Stay always makes sure the floral 
arrangements are delivered on time. 

Mr. Steven Metzger, owner of ‘‘Expert Soft-
ware Design,’’ who has hosted the RMS’ 
website for many years, making timely 
changes, and absorbing all expenses. His dili-
gence in maintaining the website is particularly 
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