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economic development along the Dixie High-
way corridor and bringing a sense of unity to 
the City at large. 

In addition to her many professional 
achievements, Sylvia also takes an active role 
in many public service, social, and community 
organizations. Currently, she serves as Chair-
person for the Community Action Agency and 
is a member of the Salvation Army Advisory 
Board. 

In addition, Sylvia has served on several 
boards and committees, including Deerfield 
Beach’s Unclassified Civil Service Board. She 
was also the first African American president 
of the Broward County Council of Parent- 
Teacher Associations, an Advisory Board 
member to the Red Cross, Broward County 
Chapter, and a member of the Community 
Service Council and Man Power Planning As-
sociation. 

Madam Speaker, Sylvia Poitier is truly a 
friend to me, the City of Deerfield Beach, and 
to the State of Florida. It is with great honor 
and joy that I wish her a very happy 75th 
birthday. 
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RELIEF EFFORTS TO ASSIST VIC-
TIMS OF THE FLOODS IN PAKI-
STAN 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my deepest sympathy and condo-
lences to the victims of the floods that began 
on July 29, 2010 in northwestern Pakistan. 
Twelve million people have already been af-
fected, and the Pakistani government esti-
mates that millions more could be affected as 
the floods spread to the lower half of Punjab 
and the Sindh region. Already, there are 
counted more than 1600 dead, and the flood-
ed regions have become plagued by water- 
borne diseases such as cholera and dys-
entery. The death toll could escalate tragically 
if major dams, such as the Guddu and Sukkur, 
fail as a result of the flood waters. 

The United States has taken an active role 
in responding to this disaster in Pakistan. The 
U.S. military has rescued hundreds of people 
and delivered tens of thousands of pounds of 
relief supplies. Hundreds of thousands of halal 
meals have been provided to victims and relief 
workers. The U.S. Agency for International 
Development is coordinating the $35 million in 
U.S. assistance funds that will help provide 
food, health care, water, sanitation, and shel-
ter for those displaced by the floods. I com-
mend the humanitarian efforts of our troops 
and civilian personnel in the region. We must 
continue to do all we can to assist the Paki-
stani people at this terrible time. 

LANCE CORPORAL SHANE MARTIN 
MARINE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, it is 
with great pride and a heavy heart that I pay 
tribute to an American warrior from the 2nd 
District of Texas today: United States Marine 
Corps Lance Corporal Shane Martin. 

Shane was killed during combat operations 
on July 29 while conducting a mounted patrol 
in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. 

He is the 35th in an honored, sacred roll of 
American warriors from my district who have 
given their lives fighting the coward terrorists 
who attacked America on September 11th. 

Shane was 23 years old. He had already 
served a tour of duty in Iraq with the 1st Light 
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion based out 
of Camp Pendleton. 

Shane so loved liberty and freedom and this 
great melting pot called America. 

Born in South Africa, Shane lived his early 
years there and in Kenya before moving to a 
ranch in Burton, Texas at age 12. When he 
was 16 years old, Shane moved with his fam-
ily to Spring, Texas. 

After he graduated from Klein Collins High 
School, Shane married his high school sweet-
heart, Lauren. Shane proudly joined the 
United States Marine Corps defending the 
country he so loved. 

While serving America on the battlefields of 
Iraq, Shane proudly earned his American citi-
zenship. 

All of his fellow soldiers gave some, Madam 
Speaker, but Shane Martin gave all in his de-
fense of freedom. We are honored and hum-
bled by his service and sacrifice for America. 

Our brave Marines go to war defending 
freedom and liberty in faraway lands. In the 
dark, cold desert night and the parched, insuf-
ferable desert heat, these brave warriors pay 
with their blood and sacrifice for freedom and 
liberty and for America. 

They sanctify with their blood lands they 
have never seen, and they fight for people 
they do not know. 

President Ronald Reagan once said, ‘‘Some 
people spend an entire lifetime wondering if 
they made a difference in the world. But, the 
Marines don’t have that problem.’’ 

Shane was a Marine. He gave all to others 
during his short 23 years to family and friends 
and his fellow Marines. He was the poster boy 
for what is best about America. 

Shane Martin was a hero in the tradition of 
our great men and women who defend the 
flag and liberty. It is America’s warriors who 
pay the price for our freedom. 

In America’s first war fighting for freedom, 
Patrick Henry said, ‘‘The battle, sir, is not to 
the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, 
and to the brave.’’ 

These words still ring true today as men like 
Shane carry those values into battle. Today 
we mourn the loss of Shane Martin, but we 
should thank God that a man like him ever 
lived. 

Madam Speaker, we shall always remember 
Shane and the precious life gave for our free-
dom. 

As early American poet Joseph Drake once 
said, ‘‘And they who for their country die shall 
fill an honored grave, for glory lights the sol-
dier’s tomb, and beauty weeps the brave.’’ 

Today we are humbled and in awe of the 
man who gave so much in his young life so 
that others might be free. 

I extend my prayers and condolences to 
Shane’s wife Lauren and his mother and fa-
ther Debora and Kevin Wallace, his brother 
Kyle, his beloved little sister Diane, his grand-
mother Pammy, his fellow Marines and friends 
in the Spring community. 

When a warrior goes off to faraway lands, 
the family stands vigilant at home because 
they, too, have really gone off to war. 

Today we honor the life of Marine Lance 
Corporal Shane Martin. 

Semper Fi, Shane Martin, Semper Fi. 
And that’s just the way it is. 
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IN HONOR OF UT SOUTHWEST-
ERN’S HAROLD C. SIMMONS COM-
PREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Harold C. Simmons 
Comprehensive Cancer Center at UT South-
western, UTSW, Medical Center for attaining 
the prestigious National Cancer Institute, NCI, 
designation. 

The NCI designation is a national bench-
mark bestowed upon the top cancer centers in 
recognition of their innovative research and 
excellence in patient care. The Simmons Cen-
ter exemplifies this and is the first and only 
medical center in North Texas to attain this 
designation. Founded in 1989, the Simmons 
Cancer Center has been devoted to reducing 
the impact of cancer, aggressively striving to 
be at the forefront of cancer prevention, diag-
nosis, and treatment. The dedicated clinical 
and research faculty and their staff conduct 
numerous clinical trials and develop and test 
new cancer drugs. I commend their commit-
ment to conducting cutting-edge medical re-
search and providing quality care. 

I am also pleased to recognize the Sim-
mons family for their generosity and firm belief 
in giving back to our local community. Their 
charitable donation established this cancer 
center and they have remained strong sup-
porters. Over the years, they have given and 
pledged over $100 million to enhance the can-
cer programs at UTSW. With the continued 
help of numerous supporters and foundations, 
UTSW will be able to expand its reach and 
help countless more individuals affected by 
cancer. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the dedi-
cated efforts of UTSW and the Simmons Can-
cer Center to combating cancer and in con-
gratulating them on achieving this nationally 
recognized status. 
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