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FIRST TO FIGHT, A POEM TO 

HONOR TYLER SOUTHERN, U.S. 
MARINE CORPS 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an American hero, United 
States Marine Corps (USMC) Corporal Tyler 
Southern of Jacksonville, Florida. CPL South-
ern was born in Anderson, South Carolina and 
moved to Jacksonville in 1991. After grad-
uating from Mandarin High School in 2007, he 
joined the U.S. Marine Corps. CPL Southern 
chose the Marines because they are ‘‘First to 
Fight.’’ He turned 18 in USMC basic training 
and celebrated his next birthday deployed in 
Iraq. He was awarded the Navy Achievement 
Medal for his outstanding performance. For his 
20th birthday, he was training for his next 
combat deployment at the Marine Corps Air 
Ground Combat Center Twenty-nine Palms. 
Before CPL Southern could celebrate his 21st 
birthday, he made a sacrifice for our nation 
that we will never be able to repay. While on 
patrol in Afghanistan on May 5, 2010, he 
stepped on an IED. He lost both his legs, his 
right arm and severely damaged part of his 
left arm and hand. However even with these 
catastrophic injuries, he clung to life! He has 
been awarded the Purple Heart for his valor 
and combat injuries by the Commandant of 
the United States Marine Corps. He comes 
from a long line of family members who have 
served our nation. His father was in the Navy, 
and his brothers are currently serving. With 
the help of his family and the men and women 
of Bethesda Naval Hospital and Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center, he continues to make 
incredible progress. Each day, he teaches us 
with his courage, faith and can do attitude! On 
August 22, 2010, he turns 21 and in celebra-
tion of his birthday I ask that this poem 
penned in honor of Corporal Tyler Southern, 
his family, his incredible courage and the 
United States Marine Corps by Albert Caswell 
be placed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

FIRST TO FIGHT 
First . . . 
First To Fight! 
Brilliant men who bring their light! 
Who go out on point, who evil must fight! 
All with hearts of courage full, oh so very 

bright! 
To win that day, to win that night! All out 

there in the night! 
Magnificent Men in green, who upon battle-

fields of honor . . . 
all of those wrongs so right! 
As all throughout our Country Tis of Thee, 
have but come such fine sons indeed . . . so 

bright! 
Who for all of us, so die and bleed . . . 
to give to this our nation, all of what she so 

needs! To Be Free . . . 
Yes, you Tyler our fine Southern Son . . . all 

in your short life, so much you have 
done! One of Florida’s 

Brightest Son! 
As on that morning when you awoke, 
and saw all of the heartache that which this 

war had invoked . . . 
You had a choice, give up . . . or listen to 

your fine soul . . . your most inner 
voice! 

And as the tears rolled down your fine face, 
you did not so hesitate . . . all in what 
your heart, would create! 

Watching your courage, The Angels began to 
cry and sing! 

For you Marine, are but the most splendid of 
all things! 

While, all in such a short time . . . 
somehow your great heart has found the 

strength to find! 
To find your way back home, To Teach Us 

. . . all in what your strong soul now so 
owns! 

To Beseech Us All, showing us what courage 
can now so conquer . . . can so own! 

Because, Marine’s Do! Marine’s Lead! 
HOORAH JAR HEAD in what your 
life’s said! 

Are First To Fight! 
Whether, on battlefields of honor . . . or 

against all odds to death so cheat! 
For some men are but put upon this earth 

. . . to inspire us all, in their fine 
worth! 

Who live by a code, of Strength in Honor 
So . . . 

Who go out into that night, all in their most 
brilliant shades green to fight! 

So our children may awake, all in a world of 
freedom that they for us so make! 

For as long as we have such Strong Sons . . . 
Southern Men as you Tyler, who for us so do 

what must be done! 
Then, this our Nation’s Flag of Freedom . . . 

shall forever wave against the sun! 
And if I ever had a Son, I but hope and pray 

that he could but be as fine as you the 
one! 

Who against all odds, all in the darkest of 
sun’s! 

Will Always Be First To Fight! As Thy Will 
Be Done! 

For you see in Heaven, you need not arms or 
legs . . . 

And where, I pray to join you one day! 
Amen! 

f 

HONORING MS. PATRICIA E. MAY 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I submit the following: 

Whereas, Thirty-seven years ago a virtuous 
woman of God accepted her calling to serve 
in the Educational System in DeKalb County, 
Georgia; and 

Whereas, Ms. Patricia E. May began her 
educational career in teaching, she rose to the 
rank of Principal and has served the Lithonia 
Middle School well and our community has 
been blessed through her service; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents as a Teacher, Ed-
ucator, Principal and Motivator, giving the citi-
zens of Georgia a person of great worth, a 
fearless leader, a devoted scholar and a serv-
ant to all who wants to advance the lives of 
our youth; and 

Whereas, Ms. May is formally retiring from 
her educational career today, she will continue 
to promote education because she is a corner-
stone in our community that has enhanced the 
lives of thousands for the betterment of our 
District and Nation; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 

day to honor and recognize Ms. Patricia E. 
May on her retirement from the DeKalb Coun-
ty Public Schools System and to wish her well 
in her new endeavors; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim June 4, 2010 as 
Ms. Patricia E. May Day in the 4th Congres-
sional District. 

Proclaimed, this 4th day of June, 2010. 
f 

STATEMENT ON CONGRESSMAN 
TOM PRICE’S LAME-DUCK PRIVI-
LEGED RESOLUTION 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
shortly before Congress recessed for its Au-
gust break, the Chairman of the Republican 
Study Committee, Congressman TOM PRICE, 
offered a privileged resolution calling on Con-
gress not to hold a lame duck session after 
Election Day 2010 for the purpose of passing 
unpopular legislation like a national energy 
tax, additional deficit spending bills, ‘‘Card 
Check’’ legislation for union formation, or any 
type of amnesty for undocumented aliens. 

I applaud Chairman PRICE’s efforts to let 
Americans see for themselves where each 
Congressman stands on whether or not impor-
tant legislation should be considered by an 
outgoing Congress after the November 2010 
elections. Had I not had a previously sched-
uled commitment that prevented me from re-
turning to Washington, DC, on August 10, 
2010, I would have voted against the motion 
to table the appeal of the ruling of the Chair, 
rollcall No. 515. 

This Privileged Resolution makes it imme-
diately clear whether Members plan to govern 
in accordance to the concerns of hard-working 
Americans or continue after the November 
elections on the path they have paved that fur-
ther increases uncertainty, government regula-
tions, higher taxes, and federal deficit spend-
ing. 

Americans deserve to know now about the 
Democrats’ plans for after the November elec-
tions. Chairman PRICE’s Privileged Resolution 
is the right vehicle to encourage transparency 
in our federal government, and it deserves all 
Members’ support. 

f 

REGARDING MOTION TO TABLE 
THE APPEAL OF THE RULING OF 
THE CHAIR ON CONGRESSMAN 
PRICE OF GEORGIA LAME-DUCK 
PRIVILEGED RESOLUTION 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I along with 
Representatives JEB HENSARLING of Texas 
and PAUL RYAN of Wisconsin, submit the fol-
lowing statement for the RECORD with respect 
the Motion to Table the Appeal of the Ruling 
of the Chair on the Price (R–GA) Lame-Duck 
Privileged Resolution. 
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As Members of the Fiscal Commission, we 

are dedicated to getting spending under con-
trol and meaningfully addressing our fast- 
growing and unsustainable deficits. If the 
Commission reaches a bipartisan consensus, 
it is our hope that House and Senate Leader-
ship would work on a bipartisan basis to deter-
mine how and when those recommendations 
would be brought to the floor. There is no 
greater crisis facing America than the un-
checked growth of spending that is fueling 
massive increases in our deficits. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF 
MUSICCORPS AT WALTER REED 
ARMY MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of an important initiative that got its 
start here in Washington, DC but could one 
day make its way across the country for the 
benefit of our troops returning home from 
overseas. 

MusicCorps is taking hold at Walter Reed 
Medical Center. This revolutionary program 
pairs injured veterans with working musicians 
to engage wounded warriors in the creation of 
music. Whether a particular servicemember 
seeks to become a professional musician, re-
vive an old talent or simply find joy in learning 
a new skill, MusicCorps is offering a unique 
path to rehabilitating soldiers that has signifi-
cant promise for the future of our Army. 

Even as Congress is providing unprece-
dented levels of support for injured 
servicemembers, we must continue seeking 
out new and innovative ways to prepare the 
men and women of our Armed Forces for 
whatever path they desire when they return 
home, whether that is retirement, a new ca-
reer or a return to service within America’s 
military. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
voicing appreciation to the founders and par-
ticipants of MusicCorps, along with our sincere 
desire that this important program continues to 
flourish at Walter Reed and elsewhere across 
the country. 

f 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES ACT AFTER 20 YEARS 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, last month we 
marked the 20th anniversary of the passage of 
the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Prior to this law’s enactment, disabled Ameri-
cans experienced discrimination in almost all 
aspects of society. They were denied edu-
cational opportunities and employment, denied 
access to buildings and transportation, and 
denied basic civil rights. 

In passing the ADA in 1990, Congress 
strove to provide to people with disabilities full 
participation in society, defeating the false 

stereotype that they would not be able to live 
and work independently and self-sufficiently. 
Today, more than 50 million Americans with 
physical or mental impairments legally are pro-
tected from discrimination in the areas of em-
ployment, public accommodation, public serv-
ices, transportation, and telecommunications. 
Two years ago, we strengthened the ADA by 
passing legislation broadening coverage to in-
dividuals with disabilities who had been ex-
cluded from protection as a result of several 
Supreme Court decisions. 

Our Nation has come a long way since the 
passage of the ADA. Prior to the law’s enact-
ment, even the halls of Congress were not ac-
cessible to disabled Americans. On the 20th 
anniversary of the passage of the ADA, Con-
gressman LANGEVIN (RI–02), the first quad-
riplegic to serve in Congress, presided over 
the House, marking the first time a Member in 
a wheelchair ever has presided over the 
House of Representatives. 

I have heard some comment that the 
Speaker’s platform was specially modified to 
accommodate Representative LANGEVIN. 
When we made it possible for Representative 
LANGEVIN to preside over the House, we were 
not accommodating an individual—we were 
realizing the dream that any American, regard-
less of their circumstances, can preside over 
‘‘the people’s House.’’ The same point can be 
made with regard to construction and modi-
fications in some schools to comply with the 
ADA. I have heard school officials comment 
that an expensive change was made for a par-
ticular student. I react strongly against that 
way of thinking. We should all remember that 
the changes should not rest on a single stu-
dent; rather, they are part of our ongoing at-
tempt to provide full equality of opportunity in 
our great country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ROSY ROOT BEER 
OPEN 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and salute the 40th Annual Rosy 
Root Beer Open, a proud Chicago tradition of 
food, families, and fun. A complete description 
of this unique and wonderful event is not pos-
sible—suffice it to say that it’s a melting pot of 
reunion, carnival, and a small court tennis 
tournament. 

Community leader and diehard Chicago 
Blackhawks fan Lee ‘‘Rosy’’ Rosenberg and 
his family have been organizing the day of 
competition, food, games, photos and con-
versation since 1971. I expect the tradition will 
continue for generations to come. All are wel-
come and anyone who wants to get involved 
in one of its many committees just has to 
show up—just know that Rosy recommends 
that you ‘‘wear gym shoes, leave your brain at 
home, and don’t eat for a week prior.’’ 

I am looking forward to attending this year 
for a memorable summer day filled with, as 
Rosy promises, ‘‘extreme serious nonsense.’’ 
Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 

me in recognizing the Rosy Root Beer Open 
on its milestone, and in wishing the best of 
luck to this year’s Open participants. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE VIRGINIA AIR-
BORNE SEARCH AND RESCUE 
SQUAD OF MANASSAS, VIRGINIA 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Virginia Airborne Search and 
Rescue Squad Air-Wing in Manassas, VA. 
This organization is the only all volunteer air-
borne search and rescue squad in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. 

Established in June 2009, the squad is li-
censed by the Commonwealth of Virginia, Of-
fice of Emergency Medical Services, as a non- 
designated area and statewide airborne res-
cue squad. The organization provides many 
airborne EMS, fire, rescue, and law enforce-
ment airborne services including a helicopter 
equipped with trained search and rescue pilots 
and flight officers who are on call around the 
clock. 

It has trained and dedicated volunteer mem-
bers of the community, consisting of law en-
forcement officers, professional firefighters and 
EMTs, pilots, flight officers and many former 
U.S. military personnel, all providing their time, 
effort, and funding to ensure the safety of the 
citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia, Dis-
trict of Columbia, and state of Maryland. The 
squad is Project Lifesaver certified and 
equipped and ready to respond to a lost child 
or elderly adult registered with Project Life-
saver. 

The leadership team includes Kevin C. 
Rychlik, chief of operations, president and 
CEO, and Ann Rychlik, chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, both prominent business leaders 
in our community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the vision, sacrifice and 
dedication of those individuals and organiza-
tions that have worked together to create the 
Virginia Airborne Search and Rescue Squad. 

f 

RECENT KILLINGS OF HUMANI-
TARIAN WORKERS IN AFGHANI-
STAN 

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, August 10, 2010 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, I am pro-
foundly saddened by the recent killings of hu-
manitarian workers in Afghanistan on August 
5, 2010. 

We’ve seen many acts of terror by the 
Taliban, starting in the 1990s with public exe-
cutions in soccer stadiums, brutal attacks 
against girls attending school, attacks against 
Afghans who did not live exactly as the 
Taliban dictated, and many other terrible ac-
tions. These terrorists have now escalated 
their brutality by burning down schools, engag-
ing in suicide attacks, attacking civilians, and 
attacking humanitarian aid workers. 
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