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On 9/11, we lost thousands of men and 

women across ethnicities, national origins, reli-
gious perspectives, and ideologies. Our coun-
try includes the rich tapestry of the world, and 
our success has always depended on our will-
ingness to embrace everyone who is willing to 
work hard and play by the rules. 

We cannot allow cruel acts of terror to di-
vide us. We are the United States of America, 
but Al Qaeda wants us to be the Divided 
States of America. There is no more appro-
priate day to demonstrate to the world that we 
refuse to back down from our shared civic val-
ues. Today, let’s stand together, united as 
Americans, in somber mourning for those 
we’ve lost and in hopeful yearning for the 
bright future we can forge together. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to support H. Res. 1610 which ex-
presses the sense of the House of Represent-
atives regarding the terrorist attacks launched 
against the United States on September 11, 
2001. I congratulate Majority Leader HOYER 
and Minority Leader BOEHNER for their efforts 
on this important resolution. 

The events of September 11, 2001 were a 
national tragedy. Over 3,000 innocent Ameri-
cans died that day at the hands of inter-
national terrorists. in New York City, Wash-
ington, DC, and a field in Pennsylvania, Amer-
icans were directly confronted with acts of ag-
gression on a scale and scope that our nation 
had never before seen. Our national con-
sciousness was forever changed on that day 
as we all remember the losses we suffered 
and the horrific images of that day. 

On the ninth anniversary of those events we 
must reflect and remember the victims and he-
roes of that tragic morning. I hope everyone 
takes some time to remember the nearly 
3,000 American lives that were cut short that 
day and salute the firefighters, first responders 
and rescue workers who sacrificed their lives 
saving others. 

For the victims, heroes and their families, let 
us never forget this fateful day, and let us 
refocus ourselves on what makes America 
unique and special in the world of nations— 
liberty and diversity, equality and the rule of 
law. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in support 
of this resolution. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, Sep-
tember 11, 2001, is a day forever etched into 
the memory of most Americans. On that day, 
over 3,000 innocent people—including 48 men 
and women from the state of Maryland—died 
during the attacks on the Pentagon, the World 
Trade Center, and aboard Flight 93. We gath-
er today to honor their memory and the sac-
rifice of the families of the victims. We also 
renew our commitment to honoring the sac-
rifice and service of the citizens who risked 
their lives to help the victims as well as the 
survivors. 

While 9/11 is a day of great sadness, it is 
also a moment of pride. Our reaction as a na-
tion to those events—both as they were un-
folding and afterwards—reveals much about 
us as a people. On that day, our enemies 
thought they could break our will, but they un-
derestimated our resolve and resilience. They 
sought to divide us, but they misjudged the 
breadth of our unity and the depth of our com-
mitment to freedom. 

As we look back on the 9 years since the 
attacks, we are reminded that the threat is not 
over—the United States still faces enemies 
who spread hate through violence. The federal 
government and Congress have an obligation 
and duty to protect our nation. We have made 
great progress since the attacks, but there is 
still much to be done. 

It is on this day that we also reflect on the 
way Americans from all backgrounds came to-
gether as one in the face of adversity. While 
every American should take a moment out of 
his or her day to remember those who were 
lost, we must continue to dedicate ourselves 
to giving back to our communities. 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, this week the 
House pauses to remember those who lost 
their lives in the terrorist attacks on our nation 
some nine years ago. My district suffered cas-
ualties that day, including Cranbury, New Jer-
sey businessman Todd Beamer. Todd’s 
words, ‘‘Let’s Roll’’, were the prelude to the 
first act in striking back against the terrorist 
who had hijacked Flight 93. His sacrifice and 
that of the other passengers and crew aboard 
Flight 93 undoubtedly save many lives that 
terrible day. My thoughts and prayers go out 
to his wife, Lisa, and his children, David, 
Drew, and Morgan Kay, and to all the other 
families who lost loved ones on that day. 

Nine years later, the memory of that terrible 
day remains fresh for those who lost someone 
dear to them. At the memorial service in Mid-
dletown in my district, we recalled the names 
of the fallen, including Stephen Cangialosi, 
Kathleen Hunt, Robert Parks, Edward 
Desimone, and Brendan and Roseanne 
Lang—just some of those who lost their lives 
on September 11, 2001. My thoughts also 
turned to Richard Guadagno, formerly of Tren-
ton and the manager of the Humbolt Bay Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, who perished on Flight 
93. We owe debt of gratitude to the families of 
the victims for pressing for an investigation 
into how the attacks happened and how to 
prevent future tragedies. Kristin Breitweiser, 
Nikki Stern, Ginny Bauer, and other affected 
families from across the country demonstrated 
the power of citizen action. We will never for-
get these people, nor the courage and dedica-
tion of those they left behind and who con-
tinue to remind of us of the need to honor 
their memory and their sacrifice. 

I’ve spent many of my years in Congress 
since the 9/11 attacks working to prevent a re-
peat of that tragedy. We are safer today in 
many ways than before 9/11, but there is still 
much for us to do. The best way we can 
honor those Americans who lost their lives on 
that day is to continue working to make our 
country safer still. Osama bin Laden and his 
band of murderers inflicted great physical 
harm on our country and our citizens, but nei-
ther he nor terrorists like him will never be 
able to break our spirit or cause us to walk 
away from our friends around the world. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of H. Res. 1610. 

We must never forget the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, the victims, the responders, 
or the survivors. 

September 11 was a horrifyingly destructive 
day of national tragedy. Innocent men, women 
and children of all ages, ethnicities, religions, 
and nationalities were killed that day by nar-

row minded, hateful men bent on a worldview 
of ignorance and oppression. 

In that darkest hour, however, were re-
vealed some of the brightest lights of the 
American community. 

Our firefighters, police and other first re-
sponders bravely sacrificed their lives in an ef-
fort to save as many people as possible. 

Individuals from communities around the 
country raced to New York and Washington, 
DC to provide whatever help they could. 

And men and women from every state 
stepped up to defend the nation and joined 
the Armed Forces. 

In the immediate aftermath of 9/11 our 
country came together with one voice to fight 
against the ideology of hatred embraced by 
the terrorists that attacked us. 

We continue to fight around the world to op-
pose the advocates of terror and advance for 
all people the rights that our founders first ar-
ticulated: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Hap-
piness. 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I yield 
back the balance of my time, Madam 
Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CON-
NOLLY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1610. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

HONORING OKLAHOMA NATIONAL 
GUARD 

Mr. BOREN. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1052) honoring the 
members of the Army National Guard 
and Air National Guard of the State of 
Oklahoma for their service and sac-
rifice on behalf of the United States 
since September 11, 2001. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1052 

Whereas members of the Army National 
Guard and Air National Guard of the State of 
Oklahoma reside throughout the State and 
come from various communities, back-
grounds, and professions; 

Whereas the Army National Guard and Air 
National Guard of the State of Oklahoma are 
composed of several units, including the 
Joint Forces Headquarters, the 45th Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team, the 45th Fires Bri-
gade, the 90th Troop Command, the 189th Re-
gional Training Institute, Camp Gruber 
Joint Maneuver Training Center, the 137th 
Air Refueling Wing, the 138th Fighter Wing, 
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the 205th Engineering Installation Squadron, 
and the 219th Engineering Installation 
Squadron; 

Whereas, since September 11, 2001, units 
and members of the Army National Guard 
and the Air National Guard of the State of 
Oklahoma have been deployed, and are con-
tinuously being deployed, in support of 
United States military operations at home 
and abroad; 

Whereas the 45th Infantry Brigade mobi-
lized in 2003 for Operation Enduring Freedom 
and deployed more than 700 soldiers to Af-
ghanistan to provide training to Afghan Se-
curity Forces; 

Whereas the 45th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team mobilized in 2007 for Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and deployed more than 2,700 sol-
diers to provide command and control and 
conduct security force and detainee oper-
ations, representing the largest single de-
ployment for the Oklahoma Army National 
Guard since the Korean War; 

Whereas the 45th Fires Brigade mobilized 
in 2008 for Operation Iraqi Freedom and de-
ployed more than 1,000 soldiers to provide 
command and control and conduct security 
force operations; 

Whereas 90th Troop Command units mobi-
lized for Operation Iraqi Freedom and Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and deployed more 
than 2,600 soldiers to conduct combat sup-
port and combat service support missions; 

Whereas the 189th Regional Training Insti-
tute and Camp Gruber Joint Maneuver 
Training Center have provided professional 
training to military and nonmilitary per-
sonnel to enhance domestic security and pre-
pare units for deployments abroad; 

Whereas the Oklahoma Army National 
Guard mobilized in 2005 and deployed more 
than 2,500 soldiers to support relief oper-
ations in response to Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, including assisting law enforcement 
agencies with traffic control and security, 
transporting and distributing food, water, 
and ice, conducting search and rescue and 
ground and air evacuations, providing gener-
ator support, and performing other missions 
to protect life and property; 

Whereas the 137th Airlift Wing mobilized 
in 2003 for Operation Iraqi Freedom and de-
ployed to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as 
part of the largest C–130 wing assembled in 
history, transporting troops, food, supplies, 
and equipment to United States forces in 
Iraq; 

Whereas the 137th Airlift Wing mobilized 
in 2003 for Operation Enduring Freedom and 
deployed to Uzbekistan, providing critical 
airlift and logistical support for United 
States forces in Afghanistan; 

Whereas between 2003 and 2006, the 137th 
Airlift Wing transported 39,368 troops and 
11,170 tons of critical cargo to United States 
forces in Iraq and Afghanistan; 

Whereas the 137th Airlift Wing mobilized 
in 2005 and deployed one of the first C–130 
units to support relief operations in response 
to Hurricane Katrina, including evacuating 
hospital and nursing home residents to safe-
ty by air, providing critical logistical sup-
port, and airlifting 2,500 members of the 
Oklahoma Army National Guard to popu-
lation centers to provide aid to hurricane 
victims; 

Whereas the 138th Fighter Wing mobilized 
in 2005, 2007, and 2008 for Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and deployed to Iraq to provide 
close air support and engage in combat mis-
sions, during which the 138th Fighter Wing 
expended 109,000 pounds of combat ordnance 
and successfully destroyed numerous tar-
gets; and 

Whereas, since September 11, 2001, the 
138th Fighter Wing has flown numerous Air 
Sovereignty Alert missions in the United 
States, protecting high value domestic tar-
gets against attack and contributing to 
homeland defense, and in 2008 the 138th 
Fighter Wing was recognized as the most ac-
tive alert facility in the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) expresses its gratitude to the members 
of the Army National Guard and Air Na-
tional Guard of the State of Oklahoma and 
their families for their service and sacrifice 
on behalf of the United States since Sep-
tember 11, 2001; and 

(2) recognizes the citizen-soldiers and air-
men of the Oklahoma National Guard as in-
valuable to the national security of the 
United States, vital to defending against 
threats both foreign and domestic, and es-
sential for responding to State and national 
emergencies. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Oklahoma (Mr. BOREN) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. AKIN) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oklahoma. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BOREN. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOREN. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I, along with the en-

tire Oklahoma congressional delega-
tion, rise today to recognize the mem-
bers of the Oklahoma Army and Air 
National Guard for their service and 
sacrifice since September 11, 2001. Mili-
tary service is a time-honored tradi-
tion in Oklahoma, and the members of 
the Oklahoma National Guard are a 
living testament to this heritage. 

b 1440 

Following the terrorist attacks on 
9/11, thousands of members of the Okla-
homa National Guard bravely answered 
the call of duty. They have confronted 
our enemies on the battlefield in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, defended the Amer-
ican homeland against domestic 
threats and responded bravely to nat-
ural disasters and domestic emer-
gencies. 

Madam Speaker, Members of the 
Oklahoma National Guard are an in-
valuable asset to the United States 
military during wartime. Some of their 
more notable missions since 9/11 in-
clude providing air transport for sol-
diers and vital equipment to and from 
Iraq and Afghanistan, assisting with 
relief operations in response to Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita and deploying 
specialized units of agricultural spe-
cialists to Afghanistan to assist local 

Afghans with agricultural develop-
ment. 

Madam Speaker, as we discuss this 
resolution, 3,500 members of the 45th 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team are pre-
paring to deploy to Afghanistan in the 
spring of 2011 as part of the President’s 
surge strategy. This represents the sin-
gle largest deployment of the Okla-
homa National Guard since the Korean 
War. 

Madam Speaker, these Oklahoma sol-
diers and airmen are extraordinary 
Americans. As members of the Okla-
homa National Guard, they bravely 
risk their lives to protect the freedom 
and liberty that we so cherish. In their 
daily lives, these heroes are found 
throughout the Sooner State working 
among their fellow Oklahomans as po-
lice officers, firefighters, school teach-
ers, and farmers. 

That is why I, along with the entire 
Oklahoma delegation, am humbled to 
bring this resolution to the floor of the 
House today. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in strong support of House Res-

olution 1052, honoring the members of 
the Army and Air National Guard of 
the State of Oklahoma for their service 
and sacrifices on behalf of the United 
States since September 11, 2001. I want 
to commend Representative BOREN of 
Oklahoma for sponsoring the legisla-
tion. 

The units and personnel of the Okla-
homa National Guard are remarkably 
diverse and capable. Their contribu-
tions since September 11, 2001, not only 
during the global war on terror, but 
also for the security of our homeland, 
are significant. They have conducted 
multiple major unit deployments to 
Iraq and Afghanistan, including the 
mobilization and deployment of the 
45th Infantry Brigade, some 2,700 sol-
diers, to Iraq in 2007. That was the larg-
est deployment for the Oklahoma Na-
tional Guard since the Korean War. 

Oklahoma National Guard units also 
mobilized more than 2,500 personnel in 
response to Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, performing missions to protect 
life and property. Since September 11, 
2001, the Oklahoma Air National Guard 
has flown numerous air sovereignty 
missions to protect the U.S. mainland. 

The successes and contributions of 
the Oklahoma Army and Air National 
Guard are directly related to the dedi-
cation, sacrifices and the profes-
sionalism of the civilian and military 
personnel who carry out the Guard’s 
missions, and to the outstanding sup-
port of families for the continued serv-
ice of the men and women of the Na-
tional Guard. Their efforts and sac-
rifices deserve our recognition and 
thanks. For that reason, I urge all 
Members to support the resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 
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Mr. BOREN. Madam Speaker, in clos-

ing, I want to thank the men and 
women of the Oklahoma National 
Guard and their family members for 
their service and sacrifice since Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

I also wish members of the 45th In-
fantry Brigade Combat Team well as 
they prepare to deploy to Afghanistan 
early next year. May they stay safe 
during this vitally important mission, 
and we pray for their safe and speedy 
return home. 

I urge adoption of this resolution. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
BOREN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1052. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BOREN. Madam Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

HONORING AMERICAN TROOPS 
WHO DIED ON D-DAY 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1251) recog-
nizing and honoring the United States 
troops who gave their lives on D-day at 
the Battle of Normandy, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1251 

Whereas June 6, 2010, marks the 66th anni-
versary of the D–Day landings at Normandy, 
France; 

Whereas more than 150,000 Allied troops 
participated in the Normandy landings; 

Whereas approximately 70,500 Americans 
stormed the beaches of Normandy on D–Day 
and more than 1,400 of them gave their lives 
fighting for the cause of freedom; 

Whereas the U.S. Army Air Forces alone 
flew 8,000 planes on more than 14,000 sorties 
during D–Day; 

Whereas more than 4,000 ships carrying sol-
diers and supplies crossed the English Chan-
nel; 

Whereas 800 Allied planes dropped more 
than 13,000 men in parachutes; 

Whereas more than 100,000 Allied soldiers 
made it ashore while 9,000 of their comrades 
were wounded or killed; 

Whereas there are 9,387 graves in 
Colleville-sur-Mer, America’s cemetery in 
Northern France where all graves face west, 
toward America; 

Whereas there are 307 graves containing 
the remains of unknown soldiers; 

Whereas within the Garden of the Missing 
there are 1,557 names of soldiers who were 
never found; 

Whereas captured Germans were sent to 
American prisoner-of-war camps at the rate 

of 30,000 POWs per month from D–Day until 
Christmas, 1944; and 

Whereas the Allied landings on D–Day led 
to the liberation of France and culminated 
in the ultimate annihilation of the Nazi em-
pire: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors the American troops who gave 
their lives in the Battle of Normandy; 

(2) recognizes the 66th anniversary of the 
D–Day landings at Normandy, France; and 

(3) expresses gratitude to the ‘‘greatest 
generation’’ of Americans who fearlessly 
fought for freedom. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. TAYLOR) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. AKIN) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Mississippi. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 1251, to recognize and honor the 
United States troops who gave their 
lives on June 6, 1944, D-day, at the bat-
tle of Normandy on the coast of 
France. 

I would like to thank my colleague 
from Texas (Mr. POE) for bringing this 
measure before the House. 

In June of 1944, Nazi Germany still 
controlled all of Europe, save those 
portions of Italy which had already 
been liberated. Operation Overlord, the 
code name for the main landing of Al-
lied Forces in France, was to be the de-
ciding battle of the war in Europe, 
opening up a major second front which 
would lead to the ultimate defeat of 
the Nazi regime. 

Supreme Allied Commander General 
Dwight Eisenhower proclaimed that it 
was a battle that he would accept noth-
ing but complete victory. Shortly after 
midnight on the 6th of June, 24,000 Al-
lied Forces consisting of American, 
British, Canadian, and Free French 
parachuted behind enemy lines in Nor-
mandy. Their mission was to disrupt 
the German ability to successfully 
repel the upcoming invasion. 

During the night, the largest flotilla 
of vessels ever assembled before or 
since began its trip across the English 
Channel to disembark some 150,000 Al-
lied troops across a 50-mile stretch of 
the Normandy beach. The initial beach 
assault began at 6:30 that morning. The 
code names of those beaches are seared 
in our memories: Utah and Omaha, the 
American objectives; and Sword, Gold 

and Juno, the British and Canadian ob-
jectives. 

Approximately 70,500 American sol-
diers went ashore as part of a larger 
operation to secure beachhead from 
which to continue the offloading of 
troops, supplies and equipment nec-
essary for the push across France into 
the German homeland. 

This undertaking was one of the larg-
est single amphibious operations ever 
conducted in the history of warfare. On 
that one day, American Armed Forces 
suffered an estimated 5,400 casualties 
with 1,400 killed in action. The im-
measurable sacrifices of those men 
should never be forgotten. 

House Resolution 1251 is our way of 
commending the United States Armed 
Forces who participated in Operation 
Overlord for their leadership and valor 
in a mission that helped bring an end 
to World War II. This resolution com-
memorates the actions of heroism and 
military achievement by those sol-
diers. 

So I now call upon the Members of 
the House to join me in supporting this 
resolution, thereby expressing our 
common appreciation and gratitude for 
the members of the United States 
Armed Forces involved in the D-day 
operations and honoring the sacrifices 
made by our fellow countrymen so that 
others around the world may continue 
to know the gift of freedom. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in strong support of House Res-

olution 1251, as amended, which honors 
the members of the United States mili-
tary who died on D-day, June 1944, dur-
ing the Battle of Normandy. 

I want to commend Representative 
TED POE of Texas for sponsoring the 
legislation. 

The facts of the opening day of Oper-
ation Overlord, the start of what Gen-
eral Eisenhower called the ‘‘crusade in 
Europe,’’ are clearly set forth in the 
text of the resolution. This was the 
largest amphibious operation in his-
tory. 

b 1450 

The 1st U.S. Army Group, responsible 
for the landings on Omaha and Utah 
beaches was commanded by Omar 
Bradley, known as ‘‘the soldiers’ gen-
eral,’’ and, I might add, a native of 
Missouri. 

In breaching German defenses, the 
Allied Forces suffered more than 10,000 
casualties on the first day of the inva-
sion. More than 1,400 Americans died. 

Beyond the facts of the invasion, 
however, is the heroism and unselfish 
sacrifice of the men who carried out 
this most magnificent operation. Be-
cause of that heroism and sacrifice, the 
door to Hitler’s Fortress Europe was 
cracked open. 

So it’s entirely fitting that today, 66 
years after that historic day, we take 
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