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would always outfight the Boy Scouts, and Hit-
ler was wrong. The Boy Scouts took them on 
D-day. 

In the end, it was no easy fight. More than 
1,400 Americans lost their lives that day in a 
land they had never seen to free a people 
they had never met. For those who survived, 
the horrific sights and sounds of that day were 
singed on their memories. Many would return 
home, unable to ever speak of that fateful day 
again. The memories were too overwhelming 
to recall. 

Pvt. Felix Branham was a member of K 
Company, 116th Infantry, the regiment that 
took the heaviest casualties of all the Allied 
regiments on D-day. ‘‘I have gone through lots 
of tragedies since D-day,’’ he said. ‘‘But to me, 
D-day will live with me till the day I die, and 
I’ll take it to heaven with me. It was the long-
est, most miserable, horrible day that I or any-
one else went through. I would not take a mil-
lion dollars for my experiences, but I surely 
wouldn’t want to go through that again for a 
million dollars.’’ 

For others, only a visit back to Normandy 
would break the chains off their lips and allow 
them to once again speak of that day. For us, 
today, 66 years later, we honor them and rec-
ognize their enormous accomplishment. 

It is impossible to exaggerate what they did 
that day. As renowned historian Stephen Am-
brose put it, ‘‘It was the pivot point of the 20th 
century.’’ They won freedom for the world that 
day, but at tremendous cost. In all, 9,387 GIs 
lie in rest at Normandy. 

Today we say to them and the thousands of 
others who gave their lives that we will not for-
get your sacrifice. And that’s just the way it is. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of House Resolution 1251, and in 
honor of the United States soldiers who lost 
their lives on the beaches of Normandy, 
France on June 6, 1944. Their heroic efforts 
on what we remember as D-day marked the 
turning point in the Allies defeat of the Nazi 
army during World War II. 

On June 6, 1944, more than 31,000 Amer-
ican troops and a total of 100,000 Allied sol-
diers were carried by more than 5,000 ships 
across the English Channel. At Normandy, in 
what has become one of the great symbols of 
American bravery, they stormed the beaches. 
The efforts of these ground troops were sup-
ported by 31,000 Allied airmen, which made it 
the largest amphibious invasion in history. 

Of these courageous men, more than 6,000 
United States soldiers died in battle and close 
to 9,000 Allied soldiers were injured or killed. 
It is because of their dedication to the cause 
of freedom that the Allied forces prevailed. 
These fallen soldiers were laid to rest in the 
Colleville-sur-Mer United States cemetery in 
Northern France. The 9,386 graves face west 
toward the United States, and serve as a 
much deserved honor and remembrance of 
the sacrifice made by our Nation’s heroes. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the lives lost in Normandy. We 
owe these soldiers our deepest gratitude and 
reverence for playing such a crucial role in 
ending the tyranny of Nazi-controlled Germany 
and helping to shape the world we live in 
today. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
on June 6, 1944—D-day—Allied forces 

crossed the English Channel to land in Nor-
mandy, France. Code-named Operation Over-
lord, the Normandy landing remains the most 
massive and complex opposed amphibious in-
vasion in history. 

With tremendous courage, the Allies pushed 
entrenched German forces back from the 
beaches of Normandy. Thus began the libera-
tion of France and the massive campaign that 
would ensure the defeat of Nazi Germany in 
western Europe. 

American leadership and the courageous 
sacrifices made by American servicemen and 
women were essential to the success of the 
operation. Led by President Franklin Roo-
sevelt, Supreme Allied Commander General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, and General Omar 
Bradley, American soldiers and airmen sac-
rificed dearly to defend the United States, our 
allies, and the world against the savage ag-
gression of Nazi Germany and the Axis pow-
ers. 

Today, let us honor the courage and sac-
rifice of those thousands of brave men and 
women who made the ultimate sacrifice to de-
fend the American people and the people of 
the world from tyranny. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res 1251, which recog-
nizes and honors the United States troops 
who fought and died on D-day at the Battle of 
Normandy. 

On June 6, 1944, the Western Allies landed 
in Northern France and opened up a major 
military offensive against the Nazi German 
forces. After 5 years of worldwide warfare, the 
Normandy invasion proved to be a critical 
turning point in pushing the United States and 
its allied forces to victory. D-day remains one 
of the greatest beach landings in world history, 
involving nearly 3 million troops crossing the 
English Channel from England to Normandy in 
occupied France. The collective cost to the 
United States was terribly high, including more 
than 29,000 killed and 106,000 wounded and 
missing. 

As a Member of Congress and the daughter 
of a World War II veteran, I believe I have a 
duty to honor the men and women who coura-
geously served our country and gave their 
lives at the Battle of Normandy. Earlier this 
summer, I had the privilege of visiting the Bat-
tle of Normandy Memorial Museum during a 
congressional delegation and was able to get 
an up-close look at the strength and resilience 
of the Americans who served in the United 
States armed forces during the invasion of 
Normandy. 

Our country owes all veterans of this conflict 
a great debt for their service. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
TAYLOR) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1251, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title of the resolution was 
amended so as to read: ‘‘Recognizing 

and honoring the American troops who 
gave their lives on D-day at the Battle 
of Normandy.’’ 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXTENDING MULTI-YEAR PRO-
CUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR F–18 
AIRCRAFT 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6102) to amend the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2010 to extend the authority of 
the Secretary of the Navy to enter into 
multiyear contracts for F/A–18E, F/A– 
18F, and EA–18G aircraft. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6102 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AU-

THORITY FOR F/A–18E, F/A–18F, AND 
EA–18G AIRCRAFT. 

(a) EXTENSION OF CERTIFICATION.—Para-
graph (2) of section 128(a) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 
(Public Law 111–84; 123 Stat. 2217) is amended 
by striking ‘‘a reference to March’’ and in-
serting ‘‘a reference to September’’. 

(b) REQUIRED AUTHORITY.—Such section 128 
is further amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(e) REQUIRED AUTHORITY.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, with re-
spect to a multiyear contract entered into 
under subsection (a), this section shall be 
deemed to meet the requirements under sub-
section (i)(3) and (l)(3) of section 2306b of 
title 10, United States Code.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. TAYLOR) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. AKIN) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Mississippi. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TAYLOR. I ask unanimous con-

sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days within which to revise and 
extend their remarks on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 6102, a necessary amend-
ment to section 128 of the Fiscal Year 
2010 National Defense Authorization 
Act which granted permission for the 
Secretary of the Navy to enter into a 
multiyear procurement contract for F/ 
A–18 series aircraft. 

Madam Speaker, I mention this is a 
necessary amendment, and I ask the 
patience of the House as I briefly ex-
plain the technical issue in law which 
will prevent the Navy from entering 
into this cost-saving contract unless 
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the House passes this bill and it is 
taken up in the Senate and passed be-
fore the end of this month. 

In the 2010 National Defense Author-
ization Act, Congress granted permis-
sion to the Navy for a multiyear con-
tract if they could meet the intent of 
the requirements contained in title 10 
of the United States Code for projected 
cost savings. The authority granted 
the Navy one-time permission to miss 
the title 10 reporting timelines as long 
as they submitted the required reports 
by March of this year. The Navy subse-
quently reported the significant cost 
savings this type of contract would 
achieve but missed the reporting re-
quirement by a month, due to a variety 
of factors. 

As a result of the missing of this re-
porting requirement, the letter of the 
law prevents them from entering into 
this cost-savings contract. To fix this 
new problem, this House subsequently 
agreed to the exact language contained 
in this bill when H.R. 5136, the Fiscal 
Year 2011 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, passed the House in May. 

This stand-alone bill is necessary be-
cause the Senate has yet to take up the 
Fiscal Year 2011 National Defense Au-
thorization Act, which means we may 
not have an authorization act signed 
into law by the end of this fiscal year. 

Madam Speaker, this is not an argu-
ment about the number of strike fight-
ers the Navy needs. That is a debate for 
another day. This is an argument that 
we know that we can save hundreds of 
millions of dollars by using a 
multiyear contract to purchase the re-
maining 84 aircraft that are scheduled 
to be built. 

The majority of economic savings in 
a multiyear contract come from sav-
ings in the cost of materiel and equip-
ment. As any businessman or -woman 
who has been successful will tell you, 
the more of any item you order, the 
lower the per-unit cost will be. In this 
case, a multiyear contract will allow 
the prime vendor, in this case the Boe-
ing Company, to contract with their 
vendor supply base for the materiel and 
equipment for the remaining 84 aircraft 
all at once instead of contracting for 25 
to 30 per year. They will get a much 
better price with the larger order and 
save our Nation $590 million. Madam 
Speaker, with just the savings on this 
contract alone the Navy will be able to 
purchase an additional Littoral Com-
bat Ship. 

Madam Speaker, an almost $600 mil-
lion savings is too large a figure just to 
sweep under the rug. The bill that I 
offer today along with my cosponsor, 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
AKIN), and, I must add, strongly sup-
ported by the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, Admiral Gary Roughead, and 
the Secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus, 
will allow the Navy to enter into this 
contract by the end of this month. I am 
assured by Assistant Secretary of the 

Navy Stackley that all the contracting 
negotiations are complete, and, as soon 
as this bill is passed by the House and 
Senate and signed into law by the 
President, the Navy and the Boeing 
Company will complete the contract. 

Madam Speaker, to use a phrase pop-
ular today, this is a ‘‘no-brainer.’’ I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill 
which will result in an almost $600 mil-
lion savings to the taxpayers. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I appreciate the good comments from 

the chairman of the Navy and Marine 
Corps Subcommittee, Chairman TAY-
LOR, and he has got it absolutely right. 
This is pretty straightforward. This is 
whether you want a good deal on buy-
ing something. There is a little more to 
it. And I would join with the many 
members of the Armed Services Com-
mittee, including GENE TAYLOR from 
Mississippi, and rise in support of H.R. 
6102. 

This legislation was included in sec-
tion 122 of the Fiscal Year 2011 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, 
which was passed unanimously by the 
subcommittee, the full committee, and 
by a majority of this House in May. 
Unfortunately, the Senate has not yet 
passed its version of the Fiscal Year 
2011 Defense bill. It’s essential we pass 
the authorities contained in H.R. 6102 
prior to the end of fiscal year 2010, 
which is why the chairman and I have 
cosponsored this stand-alone bill 
today. 

Simply put, the legislation would en-
sure that the Navy can enter into a 
multiyear procurement contract for F/ 
A–18E/F/G aircraft, which would save 
the Navy and taxpayers almost $600 
million. The Navy plans to buy 124 of 
these aircraft between now and 2013. 

This bill would make no changes to 
the quantity to be procured. Rather, 
the Navy has a choice between buying 
these aircraft in four 1-year increments 
or spend nearly $600 million less by 
using one 4-year contract. 

b 1500 

Basically you are just getting a vol-
ume discount. The Congress already 
gave the Navy the authority to use the 
multiyear contract in the fiscal year 
2010 National Authorization Act. But 
the Department of Defense was late in 
submitting a required report to Con-
gress regarding the terms of the con-
tract. It was due in March, and the 
Navy submitted the report in May. Due 
to the Department’s delay, unless we 
provide a one-time fix or extension of 
this due date, the authority to sign the 
multiyear contract will expire by the 
end of the month. This is the correc-
tion that was made by the 2011 defense 
authorization bill passed by the House, 
also captured by H.R. 6102. 

It is true that the Department of De-
fense was slow to embrace the F/A–18 

multiyear contract, but it eventually 
saw the wisdom in entering into this 4- 
year contract for 124 of the Navy fight-
er planes. The House Armed Services 
Committee has been pushing the Navy 
to consider this contracting strategy 
for nearly 3 years. In 2008, I inserted 
language into the 2009 Defense Author-
ization Act requiring the Department 
of Defense to report to Congress on the 
potential cost savings of a multiyear 
contract for F/A–18s. Last year, I suc-
cessfully added an amendment to the 
Defense Authorization Act giving the 
Navy the authority to enter into a 
multiyear contract for F/A–18s. This 
year, I added an amendment to the 
House-passed Defense Authorization 
Act adding eight additional F/A–18s to 
help address the Navy’s looming fight-
er shortfall. 

Although this bill would not have 
been necessary had Secretary Gates 
embraced this cost-savings measure 
from the outset, I am nonetheless 
pleased to see that his eleventh hour 
efforts to secure approval for the 
multiyear contract are in keeping with 
his well-publicized position on reducing 
wasteful defense spending. Likewise, I 
am hopeful that the Secretary will re-
main consistent with his new and posi-
tive stance on savings and competition 
as the Armed Services Committee con-
siders additional ways in which to 
maximize taxpayer dollars. 

In conclusion, Madam Speaker, this 
bill will save over half a billion dollars 
in taxpayer money while providing 
vital stability to the fine Americans 
who build these planes in St. Louis and 
across the country. I want to thank 
Congressman TAYLOR for his leadership 
and support on this issue, and I urge 
the Senate to pass this bill quickly. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I 

have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
TAYLOR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6102. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MIAMI DADE 
COLLEGE ON 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1571) acknowl-
edging and congratulating Miami Dade 
College on the occasion of its 50th an-
niversary of service to the students and 
residents of the State of Florida, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 
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