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CELEBRATING THE LIFE, ACCOM-

PLISHMENTS AND JOY OF RABBI 
JOSEPH GITIN 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life, accom-
plishments and joy of Rabbi Joseph Gitin who 
recently passed away after a long career of 
exuding positive, loving energy to not only 
those of his own congregation and faith—but 
also to the extremely diverse population of 
San Jose and Silicon Valley, California. 

At the age of 104, Rabbi Joseph Gitin was 
considered one of the oldest Reform rabbis in 
the world and presided over San Jose’s oldest 
Reform temple for the longest tenure of all its 
rabbis. In fact, he had been rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Emanu-El on University Avenue in 
San Jose, California for more than 30 years. 

When he arrived in San Jose in 1950, he 
was the city’s only rabbi. He served at Temple 
Emanu-El until 1976. During that tenure, he 
worked alongside two Christian ministers, to 
speak at churches about their religious similar-
ities. The Reverend Paul Locatelli, who died 
this summer at age 71 and was the former 
president of Santa Clara University, presented 
Rabbi Gitin an honorary doctor of divinity de-
gree in 1996 for ‘‘promoting interfaith dialogue 
and interracial cooperation.’’ 

Gitin was perhaps best known for his work 
in the interfaith community. By some accounts, 
about 30 percent of his funerals were for non- 
Jews, which speaks to his enduring compas-
sion and ability to comfort those in the last 
stages of their lives. 

Rabbi Gitin fought hard for the passage of 
civil rights, equal voting rights and equal hous-
ing bills. He also worked to protect the civil 
rights of the gay and lesbian communities. His 
actions are noted in the 91st CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD, which states how he measured his 
success not by his numerous awards and hon-
ors but by the good deeds that he tried to per-
form every day. It was true back then and 
rings with even more clarity as we reflect upon 
his life. 

Gitin served on a staggering number of civic 
boards, including the Red Cross and Commu-
nity Chest; the Heart Association and the Tu-
berculosis Society; the Municipal Entertain-
ment Commission and Agnews State Hospital; 
the county Advisory Committee on Children 
and Youth; and the Bicycle Court. He was a 
lifetime Rotary member and was a judge pro 
tem in the juvenile courts. 

It is my distinct honor to have Rabbi Gitin’s 
presence, compassion and love for humankind 
in my Congressional district. My sincere con-
dolences are extended, to his daughter, Judi 
Elman Harris, and son, David Gitin. 

HONORING THE 136 TEACHERS IN 
NORTH CAROLINA’S 11TH DIS-
TRICT WHO RECENTLY EARNED 
NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFI-
CATION 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the exemplary teachers in western 
North Carolina who have earned National 
Board Certification from the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards. These dedi-
cated professionals have demonstrated a 
commitment to improving the standards of 
education for our Nation. 

National Board Certification is a distinction 
which certifies teachers who set a higher 
standard for educating our youth. Through a 
rigorous process that takes between one and 
three years to complete, teachers must show 
advanced knowledge, skills and practices in 
their field through expert evaluation, peer re-
view and self-assessment. Becoming a Na-
tional Board Certified Teacher is a resource 
for teachers to progress in their fields and 
teach at a demonstrably higher level. National 
Board Certified Teachers improve learning and 
involvement in the classroom and provide stu-
dents with the tools needed to advance aca-
demically. 

I am incredibly proud of the fact that North 
Carolina not only has the highest number of 
teachers who obtained Board Certification in 
2009, but also has more nationally certified 
teachers than any other State in the country. 
North Carolina’s 11th district is home to more 
than 1,000 National Board Certified teachers, 
evidence of the incredible emphasis that our 
region places on education. We are honored 
to have these dedicated professionals in 
Western North Carolina. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues today 
to rise with me in recognizing the amazing ef-
forts these dedicated professionals have put 
forth in advancing themselves for the benefit 
of the youth of our Nation. I urge my col-
leagues to recognize all National Board Cer-
tified Teachers nationwide. 

f 

ON THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
DOROTHY I. HEIGHT POST OF-
FICE NAMING BILL 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce a bill that would designate the fa-
cility of the United Slates Postal Service lo-
cated at 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE in 
Washington, DC, as the ‘‘Dorothy I. Height 
Post Office Building.’’ 

Dr. Dorothy I. Height, the longtime president 
of the National Council of Negro Women who 
died this year, was never a public official, but 
she spent her life in service of African Ameri-
cans, especially African American women, and 
in service of the people of the United States 

of America. So strong was the power of her 
example that she was a role model to genera-
tions of women beyond her reach. Dorothy 
Height was a visionary and a civil rights leader 
known as the ‘‘Godmother of the Civil Rights 
Movement.’’ She championed countless efforts 
for basic justice in our country, particularly 
equal rights for women and people of color, 
from equal pay to the integration of the na-
tion’s governmental institutions and its societal 
norms. 

Dr. Height was recognized with virtually 
every significant national honor, from the 
NAACP Spingarn Medal to the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom and the Congressional 
Gold Medal. 

Dorothy Height was also a proponent of 
strong family life, and organized the annual 
Black Family Reunion, which is held each 
year. The Black Family Reunion for this region 
was held on Saturday, September 11, 2010, 
on the National Mall and is an African-Amer-
ican celebration held throughout the nation 
during the summer. 

Please join me in honoring Dr. Height’s im-
mensely productive and impactful life by des-
ignating the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 2 Massachusetts Avenue, 
NE in Washington, DC, as the ‘‘Dorothy I. 
Height Post Office Building.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

HONORING JOHN CALLAHAN 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the life of my constituent, 
John Callahan. Mr. Callahan served as Fire 
Chief for the San Luis Obispo Fire Depart-
ment. He was a truly honorable member of the 
Central Coast community. 

Chief Callahan began his career in 1970 as 
a firefighter with the Los Angeles Fire Depart-
ment. He rose through the ranks to become 
Deputy Chief, second in command of the de-
partment, before moving north to San Luis 
Obispo County. 

While working in Los Angeles, Chief Cal-
lahan supervised the implementation of the 
Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system, 
served as Commander of the Fire Suppres-
sion and Rescue Bureau, managed the Dis-
aster Preparedness Section, oversaw Commu-
nications and Dispatch and the In-Service 
Training Section, and headed up LAFD prep-
arations for the 2000 Democratic National 
Convention. 

After moving to San Luis Obispo, Chief Cal-
lahan led the department for five years. During 
this time, he acquired a new Aerial Ladder 
Truck and managed the opening of a new Dis-
patch Center. He also served as President of 
the local YMCA and was active in the Rotary 
Club. 

Madam Speaker, it is for good reason that 
we regularly pay tribute to the bravery and 
sacrifice of our nation’s First Responders. 
They keep us safe in our homes and neigh-
borhoods and are always there when we need 
them most. They put our safety and our well 
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being above their own every single day. Chief 
Callahan personified that commitment and the 
entire San Luis Obispo community benefited 
from this dedicated public servant’s sense of 
duty. 

Most importantly, Chief Callahan’s family 
and friends will miss his inclusive and gen-
erous spirit, his penchant for hard work and 
love of the outdoors. We will all miss his loy-
alty to his colleagues and his community. 

Chief Callahan is survived by his wife, 
Lynne, and their children, Danise, Christopher, 
Erik and Jake. I know I speak on behalf of the 
entire Central Coast community when I say he 
will be truly missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DON SCHOOF 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Don Schoof, a World War II Army vet-
eran from Boone County, Iowa, and to ex-
press my appreciation for his dedication and 
commitment to his country. 

The Boone News Republican is currently 
running a series of articles that honors one 
Boone County veteran every Tuesday from 
Memorial Day to Veterans Day. Don Schoof 
was recognized on Tuesday, June 1. Below is 
the article in its entirety: 

BOONE COUNTY VETERANS: DON SCHOOF 
(By Alexander Hutchins) 

Don Schoof spent 333 days on the front 
lines in Italy during World War II, and since 
returning from that conflict he has folded 
more than 200 flags for veteran’s funerals. 

Schoof’s life since his service in the U.S. 
Army is filled with accomplishments. He is a 
former grand warden of the Masons, served 
as an officer for the American Legion, 
worked for Iowa State University and 
worked with the Boone County Historical 
Society for 13 years. 

Despite his post-service accomplishments, 
and the time that has passed since his mili-
tary career, Schoof still recalls his service in 
the U.S. Army during World War II to great 
detail and has been called on for the past 
several years to speak to Boone school chil-
dren about his time in the Army. 

Schoof was born March 9, 1922 in Waverly, 
Iowa. He graduated from Waverly High 
School in 1940, and then spent a year study-
ing at Wartburg College. 

When the war began, Schoof still wanted to 
pursue a four year degree, but knew his draft 
number was likely to come up. He trans-
ferred to Iowa State University to take a 
survey course and then joined up with West-
ern Contracting Corporation. 

He was drafted November 5, 1942. 
Prior to entering the actual conflict, he 

traveled through or trained in Camp Dodge 
in Iowa, Camp White in Oregon, North Africa 
where he took amphibious training and 
Naples, Italy where he trained in military in-
telligence. 

Schoof took part in the landing at Anzio, 
Italy and his Division (the 91st) was the first 
group of American troops through Rome. 

In one town, Schoofs unit was shelled and 
he had to dive through a barbed wire fence to 
avoid an artillery round. He wounded his leg 
on the fence and was awarded his first Purple 
Heart. 

The 91st Infantry Division then headed 
north. Schoof said that after the German de-
feat at the Gothic Line, the banks of the Po 
River—by which his division traveled—were 
choked with abandoned German gear. 

‘‘That’s where we really broke their back,’’ 
he said solemnly. 

During this time, he was approached in one 
occupied town by a recently liberated Amer-
ican prisoner. Schoof questioned the man 
and found that he was from the town of Aus-
tin, Minn., only a short distance on Highway 
218 from School’s hometown. 

‘‘I always regret not going later to look 
him up,’’ he said. 

Schoof said with his experience in the war 
and realization that day of how close every-
one in the conflict was, he learned how im-
portant it is to value people. 

‘‘You learn how to live and appreciate the 
people around you,’’ he said. 

Schoof was later flying an L–5 Sentinel re-
connaissance plane, part of his military in-
telligence duties to plan artillery strategy. 
Schoof would fly over 75 of these missions, 
but on this particular flight the plane iced 
up and crashed into a grape vineyard. 

Schoof earned his second purple heart. 
Traveling through Milano by jeep to visit a 

different division, Schoof once came upon 
bodies hung from a portico. One of them was 
a recently deceased Mussolini, suspended by 
his feet. 

Schoof was home on a 30-day leave when 
the atomic bombs were dropped on Japan. He 
would spend 8 more years in the Army Re-
serves. 

He noted with a laugh that one of his big-
gest disappointments was that his gear bag 
burned up in a warehouse fire while he was 
on leave, taking all his mementos from Eu-
rope in the blaze. 

Schoof remembered his role in the war 
with great clarity, and its impression on him 
was obvious. He organized a semi-annual 
gathering of his old unit from 1962 to 1980. 

Schoof couldn’t recall a great negative im-
pact from his time in the war. He mentioned 
how thankful he was that he served in a time 
with a clearly defined conflict. 

‘‘We knew who the enemy was when we 
went over there, but the guys today don’t,’’ 
Schoof said. 

Schoof’s father served in the First World 
War, fighting in the forests of France. Schoof 
said he hopes the new veterans from today’s 
conflict will feel welcome in the veteran’s 
services groups like the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 

This past Memorial Day, he spent memori-
alizing those who hadn’t made it home: help-
ing to put flags on the graves of veterans. 

I commend Don Schoof for his many years 
of loyalty and service to our great nation. It is 
an immense honor to represent him in the 
United States Congress, and I wish him all the 
best in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE PUERTO RICAN 
HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE FOR PALM BEACH COUN-
TY, FLORIDA 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Puerto Rican Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce for Palm Beach County, 

Florida. Since its founding in 2005, the Cham-
ber has devoted itself to promoting and sup-
porting Puerto Rican and Hispanic owned 
businesses, while placing a strong emphasis 
on Hispanic culture and values. 

The Chamber has been the main sponsor of 
the Fiestas Patronales and Business Expo-
sition in Palm Beach Counties, allowing the 
Chamber to reach out and create connections 
throughout the many Hispanic owned busi-
nesses of South Florida. In addition, the 
Chamber founded the Health Mothers/Healthy 
Babies Coalition of the Palm Beaches, whose 
mission is to promote the well being of moth-
ers and their newborns throughout South Flor-
ida. 

The Puerto Rican Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce for Palm Beach County, Florida 
has made a lasting impact in Palm Beach 
County, promoting and supporting business 
and culture, and by growing an organization 
where Puerto Ricans and Hispanics in South 
Florida can feel at home. 

I rise to congratulate the Puerto Rican His-
panic Chamber of Commerce for their excel-
lence and leadership in promoting South Flor-
ida’s Hispanic owned businesses. 

The South Florida Hispanic community is 
truly a better place because of the hard work 
of the Puerto Rican Hispanic Chamber of 
Palm Beach County, Florida. I wish the Cham-
ber continued success in all its future endeav-
ors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
LEGAL CAREER OF MARCELLUS 
BUCHANAN 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of Mr. Marcellus 
Buchanan, a veteran of the Second World 
War, a devoted and passionate attorney, solic-
itor, and a 3-term member of the North Caro-
lina General Assembly. Mr. Buchanan was 
born on September 30, 1923 in Jackson 
County, North Carolina. He went on to attend 
western North Carolina Teacher’s College until 
called into service during World War II. During 
the war he served in the European Theater 
with the United States Army Air Corp. When 
he came home, he married Jane Poteet of 
Sylva, started a family and resumed his stud-
ies. Mr. Buchanan attended Chapel Hill Law 
School before moving back to Western North 
Carolina to start what would become a long 
and successful legal career. He served as the 
attorney for the town of Sylva for many years 
and served 3 terms in the North Carolina 
House of Representatives. Mr. Buchanan was 
also a devoted Master Mason who belonged 
to the Dillsboro Lodge No. 459. 

In 1967, Mr. Buchanan became the Solicitor 
for the 30th Prosecutorial District of North 
Carolina. During his 20-year tenure he was 
known for his great oratory skills and love of 
humor. He retired from his position having 
won the respect and admiration of many 
judges, attorneys, and Jackson County resi-
dents for his commitment and dedication to his 
profession. 
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