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CELEBRATING THE LIFE, ACCOM-

PLISHMENTS AND JOY OF RABBI 
JOSEPH GITIN 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life, accom-
plishments and joy of Rabbi Joseph Gitin who 
recently passed away after a long career of 
exuding positive, loving energy to not only 
those of his own congregation and faith—but 
also to the extremely diverse population of 
San Jose and Silicon Valley, California. 

At the age of 104, Rabbi Joseph Gitin was 
considered one of the oldest Reform rabbis in 
the world and presided over San Jose’s oldest 
Reform temple for the longest tenure of all its 
rabbis. In fact, he had been rabbi emeritus at 
Temple Emanu-El on University Avenue in 
San Jose, California for more than 30 years. 

When he arrived in San Jose in 1950, he 
was the city’s only rabbi. He served at Temple 
Emanu-El until 1976. During that tenure, he 
worked alongside two Christian ministers, to 
speak at churches about their religious similar-
ities. The Reverend Paul Locatelli, who died 
this summer at age 71 and was the former 
president of Santa Clara University, presented 
Rabbi Gitin an honorary doctor of divinity de-
gree in 1996 for ‘‘promoting interfaith dialogue 
and interracial cooperation.’’ 

Gitin was perhaps best known for his work 
in the interfaith community. By some accounts, 
about 30 percent of his funerals were for non- 
Jews, which speaks to his enduring compas-
sion and ability to comfort those in the last 
stages of their lives. 

Rabbi Gitin fought hard for the passage of 
civil rights, equal voting rights and equal hous-
ing bills. He also worked to protect the civil 
rights of the gay and lesbian communities. His 
actions are noted in the 91st CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD, which states how he measured his 
success not by his numerous awards and hon-
ors but by the good deeds that he tried to per-
form every day. It was true back then and 
rings with even more clarity as we reflect upon 
his life. 

Gitin served on a staggering number of civic 
boards, including the Red Cross and Commu-
nity Chest; the Heart Association and the Tu-
berculosis Society; the Municipal Entertain-
ment Commission and Agnews State Hospital; 
the county Advisory Committee on Children 
and Youth; and the Bicycle Court. He was a 
lifetime Rotary member and was a judge pro 
tem in the juvenile courts. 

It is my distinct honor to have Rabbi Gitin’s 
presence, compassion and love for humankind 
in my Congressional district. My sincere con-
dolences are extended, to his daughter, Judi 
Elman Harris, and son, David Gitin. 

HONORING THE 136 TEACHERS IN 
NORTH CAROLINA’S 11TH DIS-
TRICT WHO RECENTLY EARNED 
NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFI-
CATION 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the exemplary teachers in western 
North Carolina who have earned National 
Board Certification from the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards. These dedi-
cated professionals have demonstrated a 
commitment to improving the standards of 
education for our Nation. 

National Board Certification is a distinction 
which certifies teachers who set a higher 
standard for educating our youth. Through a 
rigorous process that takes between one and 
three years to complete, teachers must show 
advanced knowledge, skills and practices in 
their field through expert evaluation, peer re-
view and self-assessment. Becoming a Na-
tional Board Certified Teacher is a resource 
for teachers to progress in their fields and 
teach at a demonstrably higher level. National 
Board Certified Teachers improve learning and 
involvement in the classroom and provide stu-
dents with the tools needed to advance aca-
demically. 

I am incredibly proud of the fact that North 
Carolina not only has the highest number of 
teachers who obtained Board Certification in 
2009, but also has more nationally certified 
teachers than any other State in the country. 
North Carolina’s 11th district is home to more 
than 1,000 National Board Certified teachers, 
evidence of the incredible emphasis that our 
region places on education. We are honored 
to have these dedicated professionals in 
Western North Carolina. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues today 
to rise with me in recognizing the amazing ef-
forts these dedicated professionals have put 
forth in advancing themselves for the benefit 
of the youth of our Nation. I urge my col-
leagues to recognize all National Board Cer-
tified Teachers nationwide. 

f 

ON THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
DOROTHY I. HEIGHT POST OF-
FICE NAMING BILL 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce a bill that would designate the fa-
cility of the United Slates Postal Service lo-
cated at 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE in 
Washington, DC, as the ‘‘Dorothy I. Height 
Post Office Building.’’ 

Dr. Dorothy I. Height, the longtime president 
of the National Council of Negro Women who 
died this year, was never a public official, but 
she spent her life in service of African Ameri-
cans, especially African American women, and 
in service of the people of the United States 

of America. So strong was the power of her 
example that she was a role model to genera-
tions of women beyond her reach. Dorothy 
Height was a visionary and a civil rights leader 
known as the ‘‘Godmother of the Civil Rights 
Movement.’’ She championed countless efforts 
for basic justice in our country, particularly 
equal rights for women and people of color, 
from equal pay to the integration of the na-
tion’s governmental institutions and its societal 
norms. 

Dr. Height was recognized with virtually 
every significant national honor, from the 
NAACP Spingarn Medal to the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom and the Congressional 
Gold Medal. 

Dorothy Height was also a proponent of 
strong family life, and organized the annual 
Black Family Reunion, which is held each 
year. The Black Family Reunion for this region 
was held on Saturday, September 11, 2010, 
on the National Mall and is an African-Amer-
ican celebration held throughout the nation 
during the summer. 

Please join me in honoring Dr. Height’s im-
mensely productive and impactful life by des-
ignating the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 2 Massachusetts Avenue, 
NE in Washington, DC, as the ‘‘Dorothy I. 
Height Post Office Building.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

HONORING JOHN CALLAHAN 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the life of my constituent, 
John Callahan. Mr. Callahan served as Fire 
Chief for the San Luis Obispo Fire Depart-
ment. He was a truly honorable member of the 
Central Coast community. 

Chief Callahan began his career in 1970 as 
a firefighter with the Los Angeles Fire Depart-
ment. He rose through the ranks to become 
Deputy Chief, second in command of the de-
partment, before moving north to San Luis 
Obispo County. 

While working in Los Angeles, Chief Cal-
lahan supervised the implementation of the 
Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system, 
served as Commander of the Fire Suppres-
sion and Rescue Bureau, managed the Dis-
aster Preparedness Section, oversaw Commu-
nications and Dispatch and the In-Service 
Training Section, and headed up LAFD prep-
arations for the 2000 Democratic National 
Convention. 

After moving to San Luis Obispo, Chief Cal-
lahan led the department for five years. During 
this time, he acquired a new Aerial Ladder 
Truck and managed the opening of a new Dis-
patch Center. He also served as President of 
the local YMCA and was active in the Rotary 
Club. 

Madam Speaker, it is for good reason that 
we regularly pay tribute to the bravery and 
sacrifice of our nation’s First Responders. 
They keep us safe in our homes and neigh-
borhoods and are always there when we need 
them most. They put our safety and our well 
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