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served as the Iron County board chairman 
from 1998 to 2002. During his tenure, Larry 
made it a priority to build positive relationships 
with his colleagues, even those who disagreed 
with his positions. Larry knew that his commu-
nity would be best served by local leaders 
who worked together to find consensus on the 
issues, and he strived to ensure that a con-
structive environment was present in all busi-
ness concerning Iron County. 

Larry also served on various committees 
throughout his public career, including the 
Dickinson-Iron District Health Department, the 
Iron County Parks and Recreation Committee 
and the Michigan Association of Counties’ En-
vironmental and Regulatory Affairs Committee. 
Larry was elected to the Michigan Association 
of Counties’ board of directors, where he ad-
vocated for legislative positions on behalf of 
Iron County residents. 

Larry was married to his wife Shelby for 
over 50 years and had two children, four 
grandchildren and three great grandchildren. 
Madam Speaker, Lawrence ‘‘Larry’’ Harrington 
devoted his life to serving the people of Iron 
County and the State of Michigan, before he 
passed away in May. I ask my colleagues in 
the U.S. House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing and honoring his lifetime of 
commitment and hard work. 
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HONORING MR. JON GRESLEY 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Oakland Housing Authority 
Executive Director Jon Gresley for his extraor-
dinary career of public service and leadership 
on the occasion of his retirement. Known for 
his innovative vision of affordable housing, his 
steadfast commitment to those in need, and 
his talent for creating and sustaining important 
relationships among his staff, colleagues and 
community, Mr. Gresley has touched thou-
sands of lives through his work in the Bay 
Area. 

Three decades ago, Mr. Jon Gresley turned 
a temporary assignment with the Oakland 
Housing Authority, OHA, into what has be-
come a transformative legacy for our city’s 
public housing. Under Mr. Gresley’s excellent 
leadership during the past 32 years, OHA has 
achieved success through effective partner-
ships and offers a groundbreaking combina-
tion of services, safety and choice for its resi-
dents. 

The award-winning OHA, which celebrated 
its 70th anniversary in 2008, operates—di-
rectly or indirectly through partners and affili-
ates—about 4,000 affordable housing units 
and administers more than 11,000 Section 8 
Vouchers. In keeping with Mr. Gresley’s com-
mitment to teamwork and ingenuity, OHA has 
formed a collaborative model that is an exam-
ple within the affordable housing industry na-
tionwide. Additionally, OHA is one of only a 
handful of housing authorities in the United 
States that has its own police department. 

As a key architect of OHA’ s participation in 
the HOPE VI and Moving to Work, MTW, pro-

gram applications to the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, Mr. Gresley 
helped to make OHA one of only 35 housing 
authorities in the Nation to receive special 
MTW designation. This designation has re-
sulted in increased flexibility and opportunities 
for the Authority. OHA also obtained four 
HOPE VI grants, which allowed it to remodel 
nearly 400 rental units, and rebuild and ex-
pand 394 dilapidated public housing units into 
939 units of self-sustaining, mixed-income de-
velopments. As can be seen at developments 
such as Tassafaronga, Mandela Gateway and 
Lion Creek Crossings, the creation, preserva-
tion, expansion and enhancement of afford-
able housing has defined Mr. Gresley’s OHA 
tenure. 

Widely respected in his field, Mr. Gresley 
was sought after by leading groups such as 
the National Association of Housing and Re-
development Officials, NAHRO, and the Coun-
cil of Large Public Housing Authorities, 
CLPHA, where he serves as Treasurer. His 
talents were also put to use as a presenter to 
various congressional committees, as well as 
the Federal Reserve Bank. 

I personally appreciate Jon’s vigilance and 
his wisdom. I could always count on Jon 
whenever I needed good information to 
present to Congress regarding public housing. 
He has been a tremendous asset, not only to 
the 9th Congressional District, but to the entire 
country. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Gresley has 
been praised for his strategy, strong leader-
ship, integrity and compassion. His work has 
created countless opportunities for community 
members to enjoy a better quality of life, se-
cure hope for the future and reach their full 
potential. OHA will continue his work of build-
ing a brighter future for generations to come. 

On behalf of the residents of California’s 9th 
Congressional District, Mr. Jon Gresley, I sa-
lute you. I congratulate you on your many 
achievements, and I wish you and your loved 
ones all the best in this next chapter of life. 
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HONORING THE SMITHSONIAN 
JAZZ MASTERWORKS ORCHES-
TRA: 20 YEARS OF ENGAGEMENT, 
EDUCATION, AND EXCELLENCE 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, in 1990, 
the Congress recognized the importance of 
jazz in American culture when it authorized 
the establishment of the Smithsonian Jazz 
Masterworks Orchestra (SJMO). 

As the nation’s jazz orchestra, the SJMO 
regularly performs the great works of jazz. 
Throughout its 20 years, the orchestra has 
distinguished itself as one of the crown jewels 
of the Smithsonian—which is itself, a pre-emi-
nent national treasure. 

The band has performed for audiences at 
the Smithsonian Institution, Kennedy Center, 
White House, U.S. Capitol, Harlem’s famed 
Apollo Theater, the 1996 Olympic Games in 
Atlanta, and prestigious music festivals like 
Ravinia and the Monterey Jazz Festival. The 

ensemble has traveled prolifically and per-
formed at many American schools and col-
leges, as well as in Canada, Europe, and the 
Middle East. On a 2008 State Department- 
sponsored tour of Egypt, the Orchestra won 
many new friends for the United States. After 
an outdoor performance at the Pyramids and 
Sphinx, the Cairo Daily News raved, ‘‘The 
backdrop was incredible, the band was su-
perb.’’ 

Other critical reaction has been enthusiastic. 
Wrote The New York Times: ‘‘Culturally impor-
tant. . . . spectacular musically. After being 
embalmed on recordings, the music suddenly 
came alive.’’ Syndicated columnist David S. 
Broder wrote, ‘‘The impact of these live per-
formances is everything the showmen, schol-
ars, and politicians who brought this small mir-
acle to pass imagined it might be. It is electri-
fying. . . .’’ 

While the SJMO is not the only jazz orches-
tra in America, it is unique. As the only feder-
ally-chartered jazz orchestra, it enjoys a posi-
tion of prestige and influence. As the only 
such ensemble with resident status at a mu-
seum, it’s in a unique position to bring the jazz 
legacy to life. 

The Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orches-
tra educates the public about the history and 
development of jazz as an art form and means 
of entertainment. It promotes a greater appre-
ciation for jazz as a valuable American treas-
ure by performing jazz masterworks, and pre-
senting educational activities that engage the 
public with this great music. 

Further contributing to its status, the orches-
tra is led by the internationally famous Mae-
stro David Baker—the world’s leading jazz ed-
ucator, author of over 70 books and 400 arti-
cles, and recent recipient of the prestigious 
American Jazz Masters Award given by the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 

Madam Speaker, the orchestra has special 
expertise in engaging and educating its audi-
ences—young and old—about this vital part of 
American culture. I am pleased to recognize 
its service and accomplishments over the past 
20 years. 
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IN HONOR OF LANCE CORPORAL 
JAMES M. FERRARA 

HON. JOHN H. ADLER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Lance Corporal 
James M. Ferrara who received the Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal for meri-
torious duty on March 13, 2010. While on duty 
as patrolman at the Marine Corps Base in 
Quantico, Virginia, Lance Corporal Ferrara 
was dispatched to the base motor pool after 
he received reports of an injured person. With-
out hesitation, Lance Corporal Ferrara rushed 
off to the scene and quickly identified the vic-
tim who was suffering from a severe laceration 
with substantial loss of blood. Drawing upon 
his extensive emergency medical training, 
Lance Corporal Ferrara immediately delivered 
first aid, and probably saved the victim’s life. 

The men and women of our Armed Forces 
serve with an incomparable sense of duty. 
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