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and his company were deployed to the Pacific 
Arena to provide support to the Marine Corps 
operations in the Mariana Islands. 

Mr. Heinrichs and his company used the 
Dukws to carry 105 Howitzers and place them 
in strategic locations in the Mariana Islands. 
Additionally, Mr. Heinrichs assisted with the 
transportation of wounded Marines and Sol-
diers to medical ships and with the hauling of 
ammunition and supplies to Marine Bases. Mr. 
Heinrich and his company served in combat in 
the battles of Saipan and Tinnian in the Mar-
iana Islands. After the islands were secured, 
Mr. Heinrichs and his company were trans-
ferred to Guam where they protected the is-
land and began training for the invasion of 
Japan. In 1945, Mr. Heinrich was transferred 
back to San Diego and was honorably dis-
charged from the Marine Corps on January 
13, 1943. 

Mr. Heinrichs now resides in Coarsegold, 
California and is an active member of the 
American Legion Post 110, the Griswold 
USMC League and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. Mr. Heinrichs and his wife of 64 years, 
Anna Queen Spencer Heinrichs, have four 
daughters, eight grandchildren and eleven 
great grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and honor Wesley Heinrichs for his service 
and dedication to our country. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Sergeant Wes-
ley Dean Heinrichs. 
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THE AUBURN LITTLE LEAGUERS 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of an inspiring group of 
11- and 12-year-olds in my District who 
grabbed the attention of an entire region and 
were welcomed home as heroes because of 
their performance in this year’s Little League 
World Series at Williamsport, Pennsylvania. 

The Auburn little leaguers and their coach-
es, Kai Nahaku and Dale Wilson, won the 
Northwest Regional Little League Champion-
ship en route to their trip to Williamsport. Once 
there, the team lost their opening game to the 
Little Leaguers from Fairfield, Connecticut. 
Madam Speaker, people started talking about 
Auburn’s dream season coming to an end, but 
the team had other ideas. 

The boys won their next three games, stav-
ing off elimination each time. Playing in front 
of as many as 30,000 people, the team stared 
down fear and played an exhilarating brand of 
baseball, beating Minnesota and Texas before 
dispatching Connecticut in a rematch. Unfortu-
nately, Madam Speaker, the team’s magical 
ride ended on August 26, in a loss to Texas. 

The community of Auburn supported the 
team the entire season and some even trav-
eled to Williamsport. The supporters who 
stayed home cheered wildly at viewing parties 
around the Auburn area. When the team re-
turned home to Auburn, they were welcomed 
with a truly special celebration in front of City 
Hall. It was an honor to participate in the rev-
elry and meet the coaches, players, and their 

supporters. Not only did the team play well on 
the diamond, Madam Speaker, but the boys 
also represented Auburn and Washington 
State with class at every turn. 

Madam Speaker, I want to congratulate 
Hudson, Dylan, Isaiah, Ryan, Casey, Chan-
dler, Ikaika, Dillon, Tyler, Robbie, Dillon, 
Coach Kai and Coach Dale for their inspiring 
play and for creating such fantastic memories. 
I want to thank Auburn Mayor Pete Lewis, 
Washington Governor Christine Gregoire, and 
the community of Auburn for providing unique 
and overwhelming support for the team 
throughout the season and upon their return. 
I’m excited to see what this special group of 
boys will accomplish in the future. Thank you. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF U.S. 
ARMY RANGER SPECIALIST 
CHRISTOPHER S. WRIGHT 

HON. BARON P. HILL 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, on Thursday, 
August 19, 2010, our nation lost another brave 
hero. Army Ranger Specialist Christopher 
Shane Wright was killed in Pech, Afghanistan, 
from injuries sustained from enemy small arms 
fire. He was 23 years old. A Kentucky resi-
dent, Specialist Wright’s mother currently lives 
in Jeffersonville, IN. 

Specialist Wright was known as a man of 
courage beyond his years. He was deeply 
loyal and good-hearted. He had an intense 
love of his family and of his fellow soldiers. 
When told that his grandparents would pray 
for him, he asked that they also pray for the 
soldiers in his unit as well. 

Wright joined the Army in 2005. Prior to his 
18th birthday, Wright expressed a desire to 
enlist, and within days of turning 18, he did so. 
Wright was a veteran of two prior deploy-
ments—once to Iraq, and once to Afghanistan. 

The loss of Specialist Wright is tragic. His 
deserves our most heartfelt gratitude and re-
spect. Though I did not know him, I mourn his 
death and the loss to his family. He and his 
loved ones are in my prayers. 
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect that I rise to celebrate National 
Hispanic Heritage Month and its 2010 
theme—Celebrating History, Heritage, and the 
American Dream. From September 15, 2010 
through October 15, 2010, the people of the 
United States will once again celebrate the 
histories, cultures, and traditions of our His-
panic American brothers and sisters. Since its 
inception as National Hispanic Heritage Week 
in 1968, and became known as National His-
panic Heritage Month in 1988, Americans 
have taken this time to not only honor the rich 
culture and traditions of Hispanic Americans, 

but also to reflect on the countless contribu-
tions they have made that have led to im-
provements in their communities, and in turn, 
a better America. 

As we reflect on the importance of the con-
tributions that have been made by Hispanic 
Americans, I would like to take this opportunity 
to pay tribute to one individual in particular 
from the First Congressional District who has 
represented the epitome of leadership and 
civil service within Northwest Indiana, the Hon-
orable Mara Candelaria Reardon, Indiana 
State Representative, District 12. A lifelong 
resident of Northwest Indiana, Representative 
Candelaria Reardon’s continued dedication 
and commitment to her community is to be 
commended. Being the first Latina elected to 
the Indiana General Assembly, Representative 
Candelaria Reardon’s service is an inspiration 
not only to the Hispanic community, but to 
women of every cultural background, which is 
fitting as we also recently celebrated the 90th 
Anniversary of the Woman’s Right to Vote on 
August 26, 2010. 

Mara Candelaria Reardon was born in East 
Chicago, Indiana. She is the daughter of 
Isabelino ‘‘Cande’’ Candelaria, the first Puerto 
Rican appointed to a city council in Indiana, 
and Victoria Soto Candelaria, the first Latina 
elected as President of the Indiana Federation 
of Teachers. Growing up in a family where 
community activism and Hispanic heritage 
were core values has undoubtedly been the 
foundation of her remarkable career. 

Representative Candelaria Reardon has ex-
tensive experience in the public and private 
sectors. Her introduction to public service 
began while working for my office as a Fed-
eral Projects Coordinator. Mara Candelaria 
Reardon was elected Representative for Indi-
ana State District 12 in 2006, and she con-
tinues to passionately serve the constituents 
of her district stating, ‘‘Their concerns and 
goals will serve as the focal point of my efforts 
in the Indiana House of Representatives. I 
look forward to the opportunity of working with 
local officials and community leaders to en-
sure that their needs are addressed.’’ 
Throughout her tenure in the Indiana General 
Assembly, a main goal for Representative 
Candelaria Reardon has been working to 
lower property taxes, fighting for realistic tax 
policies. 

In addition to her impressive career, Rep-
resentative Candelaria Reardon is involved in 
numerous commendable organizations. Cur-
rently, she serves as Treasurer of the Indiana 
Black Legislative Caucus, an organization that 
works to create and expand state legislation 
that supports minority communities throughout 
the state of Indiana. Recently, she was elect-
ed as Treasurer of the National Hispanic Cau-
cus of State Legislators (NHCSL). The NHCSL 
is a national organization that unites Hispanic 
state legislators who work to positively impact 
the quality of life within Hispanic communities 
across the United States. Through the 
NHCSL, Representative Candelaria Reardon 
is able to work on issues such as quality edu-
cation, healthcare, affordable housing, com-
prehensive immigration reform, and job cre-
ation on behalf of the Hispanic community in 
her district and across the nation. 

Mara’s dedication to Indiana District 12 and 
the community of Northwest Indiana is ex-
ceeded only by her devotion to her wonderful 
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