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Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of House Resolution 1583 offered 
by my good friend and colleague from 
Louisiana, Dr. BOUSTANY. 
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House Resolution 1583 observes the 
fifth anniversary of the devastation 
and destruction caused by Hurricane 
Rita. On September 24, 2005, Hurricane 
Rita made landfall along the Louisiana 
and Texas border as a category 3 hurri-
cane. Rita’s landfall was less than 1 
month after Hurricane Katrina had 
ravaged multiple areas along the Gulf 
Coast, including in Louisiana’s Orleans 
and Jefferson Parishes, which I rep-
resent. 

Following the heroic work of first re-
sponders, our Armed Forces, and 
countless volunteers in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans was 
unbelievably scheduled to reopen on 
September 19. Hurricane Rita’s ap-
proach, however, made that impossible, 
and instead the city once again was 
vulnerable. Levees surrounding New 
Orleans were damaged extensively by 
Hurricane Katrina, and were far from 
repaired. Thousands of blue FEMA 
tarps remained atop roofs throughout 
the city, offering only provisional or 
temporary protection. 

On Friday, September 23, the day be-
fore Rita made landfall, her outer 
bands began raising water levels 
around New Orleans, and the patches 
on the Industrial Canal and the London 
Avenue Canal were unable to hold back 
the rising water. Once again, we were 
faced with the same flooding which had 
wreaked so much havoc less than a 
month before. 

New Orleans’ Gentilly and Ninth 
Ward neighborhoods, two of the hard-
est hit by Katrina, were again flooded, 
and in some locations the waters rose 
to a depth of 8 feet. For many, this was 
a worst nightmare situation happening 
all over again. 

Hurricane Rita resulted in the death 
of seven individuals and forced the 
evacuation of 3 million Gulf Coast resi-
dents. It also cost an estimated $11.3 
billion in damages. Madam Speaker, as 
the gulf coast continues its recovery 
from the recent devastating oil spill, I 
wish to remind us that only a city, 
State, and a region of great character 
and determination can rise from devas-
tation to persevere and recover. And 
that is what we will do. 

On this anniversary, I offer my heart-
felt sympathy to the families of the 
victims of Hurricane Rita, and I offer 
my deepest thanks to those who as-
sisted in the recovery process. I urge 
my colleagues to support House Reso-
lution 1583, as a reconfirmation of this 
body’s commitment to rebuild, renew, 
and restore the gulf coast region not 
only from Hurricane Rita, but also 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H. Res. 1583, as amended, 

observing the fifth anniversary of Hurricane 
Rita. Hurricane Rita made landfall just east of 
the Texas-Louisiana Boarder as a category 
three hurricane on September 24, 2005. Hurri-
cane Rita directly caused the deaths of at 
least seven people, damaged or destroyed 
hundreds of thousands of homes, and left over 
one million people without electricity. In addi-
tion to the devastation the storm caused in 
Louisiana and Texas, it also caused flooding 
and tornadoes in the States of Arkansas, Mis-
sissippi, and Louisiana. 

Before making landfall, Hurricane Rita was 
the second hurricane in 2005 to become a 
category 5 hurricane in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Hurricane Rita broke Hurricane Katrina’s 
record as the most intense hurricane ever in 
the Gulf of Mexico. The storm also climbed 
from a category 2 to a category 5 storm in 
less than 24 hours with the fastest intensifica-
tion of any tropical cyclone in history. 

Coming less than a month after Hurricane 
Katrina, this storm forced 3,000,000 million 
residents to evacuate their homes. In many in-
stances, those who were evacuating from Hur-
ricane Rita were already evacuees displaced 
by Hurricane Katrina. We also witnessed the 
unfortunate deaths of 23 nursing home resi-
dents who perished when the bus evacuating 
them caught fire. 

As I have mentioned previously, since Hurri-
cane Rita and the other storms of the 2005 
hurricane season, the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure has passed legislation 
and held numerous hearings to improve not 
only the recovery from these storms, but also 
our nation’s preparation for, response to, re-
covery from and mitigation of disasters from 
all hazards. These efforts continue on Sep-
tember 22, 2010, when the Subcommittee on 
Economic Development, Public Buildings, and 
Emergency Management will hold a hearing 
entitled: ‘‘Five Years after Katrina: Where We 
Are and What We Have Learned for Future 
Disasters.’’ 

Prior to the 2005 hurricane season, when 
our nation faced large or unusual disasters, 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) was quick to adapt and provide solu-
tions to unique problems that would arise, 
often working with Congress on those solu-
tions. 

However, by 2005, things were very dif-
ferent. FEMA was an agency within the De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS), and 
not an independent agency that reported di-
rectly to the President and Congress. As I 
have said previously, FEMA’s performance as 
an agency has suffered since its inclusion in 
the Department of Homeland Security in 2003. 

Even long after the response to the 2005 
hurricane season, the agency’s placement in 
DHS had a detrimental effect on the residents 
of the Gulf Coast. There were delays in deci-
sion making, which delayed delivery of critical 
assistance to citizens. While things appear to 
be improving with the recovery in the Gulf 
Coast, this improvement was far too long in 
coming. I am still deeply concerned that, even 
with the new leadership at FEMA, if FEMA re-
mains in DHS it will not be able to respond to 
future disasters in the manner the nation 
needs and expects. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H. Res. 1583. 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I have no further 
requests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. I have no further requests for 
time, I simply ask for support, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1583, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘Resolution observing the fifth anni-
versary of the date on which Hurricane 
Rita devastated the coasts of Louisiana 
and Texas, and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 2039; H.R. 5873; House Resolution 
1522; H.R. 5366; and House Resolution 
1610, in each case by the yeas and nays. 

Proceedings on remaining postponed 
questions will resume later in the 
week. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL MADE IN 
AMERICA PROMISE ACT OF 2010 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2039) to clarify the applica-
bility of the Buy American Act to 
products purchased for the use of the 
legislative branch, to prohibit the ap-
plication of any of the exceptions to 
the requirements of such Act to prod-
ucts bearing a Congressional seal, and 
for other purposes, as amended, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BRADY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 371, nays 36, 
not voting 25, as follows: 
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