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Computing technology and the innovations it 

yields are transforming our world and are crit-
ical to the global competitiveness of our econ-
omy. However, we are not preparing an ade-
quate and diverse workforce to meet the ever- 
growing demand for the information tech-
nology sector, which includes some of the 
country’s most innovative and successful com-
panies. 

While it is very important that students in K– 
12 are exposed to computer science, many do 
not get a chance to learn about it in schools 
today. The lack of understanding of computer 
science and how it fuels innovation in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics dis-
ciplines contributes to a lack of interest in 
computing careers, especially among women 
and underrepresented minorities, whose par-
ticipation rates in computer science are among 
the lowest of any scientific field. By introducing 
students to computer science at an early age 
and providing them with learning experiences 
in computer science at all educational levels, 
we can reverse this trend and expand and di-
versify our technology workforce. 

I am very pleased that Congressman POLIS 
joined me in introducing this resolution. Also, 
I thank Cameron Wilson with the Association 
for Computing Machinery and Joel Adams with 
the Department of Computer Science at Calvin 
College for their efforts in raising the aware-
ness about the importance of computer 
science education. In addition, I thank Julia 
Jester, formerly of my staff, for her help on 
drafting and introducing this resolution, as well 
as for her dedicated service as the staff direc-
tor of the STEM Education Caucus. 

Please join me in supporting the designation 
of the second annual National Computer 
Science Education Week to raise awareness 
about these important issues. 

Mr. POLIS. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
POLIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1560. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING AMERICANS FOR THE 
ARTS ON 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1582) honoring and 
saluting Americans for the Arts on its 
50th anniversary. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1582 

Whereas Americans for the Arts is the Na-
tion’s leading nonprofit organization for ad-
vancing the arts and arts education in the 
United States; 

Whereas celebrating its 50th anniversary in 
2010, Americans for the Arts is dedicated to 

representing and serving local communities 
and creating opportunities for every person 
in the United States to participate in and ap-
preciate all forms of the arts; 

Whereas Americans for the Arts was found-
ed and chartered in 1960 in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, by then-first board president 
George Irwin, Philip Hanes, Ralph Burgard, 
Arthur Gelber, Charles Mark, Keith Martin, 
Leslie White, and Edgar Young with the mis-
sion of enhancing public and private support 
for the nonprofit arts and serving local arts 
councils in United States; 

Whereas Americans for the Arts is now 
currently headquartered in Washington, DC, 
with offices in New York, Massachusetts, 
California, and Florida under the leadership 
of Americans for the Arts President and CEO 
Robert L. Lynch; 

Whereas Americans for the Arts played a 
key role in the formation and establishment 
of the National Endowment for the Arts in 
1965; 

Whereas Americans for the Arts has pro-
vided leadership and training to local public 
and nonprofit arts agencies through a na-
tional network consisting of Arts and Busi-
ness Councils, Business Committees for the 
Arts, State arts agencies, State arts advo-
cacy organizations, and community-based 
cultural organizations across the country 
serving 5,000 local arts agencies and their 
communities; 

Whereas Americans for the Arts continues 
to produce groundbreaking research that is 
the industry standard for reliable and cred-
ible information on the size and economic 
impact of the nonprofit arts industry 
through its series on ‘‘Arts and Economic 
Prosperity’’, which reports that approxi-
mately 100,000 nonprofit cultural organiza-
tions generate $166,200,000,000 in economic 
activity every year supporting 5,700,000 jobs 
and generating $29,600,000,000 in government 
revenue; 

Whereas Americans for the Arts produces 
annual events that heighten national visi-
bility for the arts and arts education, includ-
ing Arts Advocacy Day in cooperation with 
the Congressional Arts Caucus in Wash-
ington, DC, and the Nancy Hanks Lecture on 
Arts and Public Policy that has featured il-
lustrious artists and policymakers with 
speakers such as Maya Angelou, Arthur 
Schlesinger, Leonard Garment, Wynton 
Marsalis, Representatives John Brademas 
and Barbara Jordan, Senator Alan K. Simp-
son, and Robert Redford, National Arts and 
Humanities Month, and National profes-
sional and leadership development 
convenings annually for 50 consecutive 
years; and 

Whereas Americans for the Arts has been a 
leader in promoting active participation in 
arts education both in and out-of-school 
through its professional development work 
and national visibility PSA campaigns, ‘‘The 
Arts. Ask for More’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives congratulates and honors Americans 
for the Arts for its 50 years of service in ad-
vancing the arts and arts education in the 
United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. POLIS) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PLATTS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 

Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 1582 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 

b 1620 
Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of House Resolution 1582 as a 
proud member of the Congressional 
Arts Caucus. This resolution honors 
Americans for the Arts on its 50th an-
niversary this year. Americans for the 
Arts is the Nation’s leading nonprofit 
organization for advancing the arts and 
arts education in the United States. 

Madam Speaker, I come from a fam-
ily of artists. My father is a graphical 
artist, and my mother is a poet. The 
arts is not just for the enjoyment of 
others; they put food on the table for 
many families across the country. 
Americans for the Arts strives to cre-
ate opportunities for all people to par-
ticipate in and appreciate all forms of 
art. They partner with local, State, 
and national arts organizations, gov-
ernment agencies, businesses, philan-
thropists, and educators throughout 
the country. They provide arts indus-
try research and professional develop-
ment for community arts programs. 

Additionally, Americans for the Arts 
supports a variety of unique partner 
networks in the areas of public art for 
all of our enjoyment, united arts fund-
raising, arts education, including inter-
facing with our public schools, and 
emerging a new generation of leader-
ship in the arts. Americans for the Arts 
also strongly endorses opportunities 
for students to participate in visual 
and performing arts in the schools. 

We know that learning and partici-
pating in music, dance, theater, and 
the visual arts is vital to the cognitive 
development of our children and to our 
communities, and too frequently, 
Madam Speaker, it is given short shrift 
in our public schools. 

Americans for the Arts played a key 
role in the formation and establish-
ment of the National Endowment for 
the Arts in 1965, which has been the 
main Federal agency dedicated to fund-
ing arts groups around the country. It 
offers grants for State and local arts 
projects, national initiatives, and 
scholarships to students who pursue a 
higher education in the arts. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 1582 honoring 
and saluting Americans for the Arts on 
its fifth anniversary, and I am honored 
to have the privilege of joining with 
the distinguished chairwoman of the 
House Rules Committee, the gentle-
woman from New York. As cochairs of 
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the Congressional Arts Caucus, I was 
delighted to join with her in sponsoring 
this resolution. I appreciate her great 
leadership in promoting arts and help-
ing to advance the cause of arts. 

Again, I speak as a dad, those boys I 
referenced earlier, my sons, T.J. and 
Tom, I have seen what a great blessing 
it has been to them being exposed to 
the arts throughout their lives, and 
how it has enriched them and allowed 
them to be even better students in 
other subjects as well. 

Today I stand in support of this reso-
lution. Americans for the Arts is the 
Nation’s leading nonprofit organization 
for advancing the arts in America. It 
was founded and chartered in 1960 in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, by 
first board president George Irwin and 
a group of arts supporters with the 
mission of enhancing public and pri-
vate support for the nonprofits arts 
and serving local arts councils in the 
United States. The organization played 
an integral role in the formation and 
establishment of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts in 1965, and today 
Americans for the Arts serves more 
than 150,000 organizational and indi-
vidual members and stakeholders. 

The organization’s goals are achieved 
in partnership with local, State, and 
national arts organizations, govern-
ment agencies, business leaders, indi-
vidual philanthropists, and educators 
throughout this country. Americans 
for the Arts provides extensive arts-in-
dustry research and professional devel-
opment opportunities for community 
arts leaders via specialized programs 
and services, including a content-rich 
Web site and an annual national con-
vention. 

Local arts agencies throughout the 
United States comprise Americans for 
the Arts’ core constituency. A variety 
of unique partner networks with par-
ticular interests such as public art, 
united arts fundraising, arts education, 
and emerging arts leaders are also sup-
ported. 

Americans for the Arts strives to en-
sure the arts thrive in America. It also 
produces annual events to heighten vis-
ibility for the arts, including the Na-
tional Arts Awards and Arts Advocacy 
Day, which annually convenes arts ad-
vocates from across the country to ad-
vance Federal support of the arts, hu-
manities, and arts education. 

Today, we congratulate and honor 
Americans for the Arts for its 50 years 
of service representing and serving 
local communities and creating oppor-
tunities for every American to partici-
pate in and appreciate all forms of the 
arts. I urge my colleagues to support 
this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I am 

pleased to yield 31⁄2 minutes to the co-
chair of the Congressional Arts Caucus 
and the chair of the Rules Committee, 
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
SLAUGHTER). 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
it is a great pleasure to be here with a 
member of the Rules Committee and 
my cochair of the Arts Caucus. It is 
wonderful to work with Mr. PLATTS, 
and I appreciate the kind words that he 
said about the work that we do. 

I rise today to honor the 50th anni-
versary of Americans for the Arts. As 
the leading nonprofit organization for 
advancing the arts and arts education 
in the United States, Americans for the 
Arts continues to be dedicated to rep-
resenting and serving local commu-
nities and creating opportunities for 
participation and enjoyment in all 
forms of the arts. 

Founded in 1960 in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, the original mission 
was and continues to be to enhance 
support for the nonprofit arts. In 1965, 
Americans for the Arts played a key 
role in the establishment of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts. A half 
century later, Americans for the Arts 
continues to foster the arts at the 
local, State, and national level. 

Under the remarkable stewardship of 
Robert Lynch for the last 25 years, 
Americans for the Arts has provided 
leadership and training to local public 
and nonprofit agencies through a na-
tional network of arts and business 
councils, business committees for the 
arts, and local and State agencies. 

Research by Americans for the Arts 
measured the economic impact of the 
arts, which was a wonderful piece of 
work and gave us a lot of ammunition 
on the Arts Caucus. It showed that ap-
proximately 100,000 nonprofit cultural 
organizations generate $166.2 billion in 
economic activity every year—now 
that is a great return on not much 
money—supporting 5.7 million jobs. In 
my congressional district alone, there 
are over 1,200 arts-related businesses 
employing almost 16,000 people. 

In addition to fostering art jobs in 
our local communities, Americans for 
the Arts has worked to promote the 
importance of arts education in the 
public schools. Young people who regu-
larly participate in arts programs are 
more likely to have better attendance 
records, to be involved in their school 
government, excel in their academics, 
and develop the creative and innova-
tive skills necessary for us to compete 
in the 21st century global workforce. 

Through national events like Arts 
Advocacy Day, Americans for the Arts 
brings national attention to the impor-
tance of arts throughout our Nation. 
The arts define our culture and instill 
unique character in the communities 
across our Nation. Art transcends bar-
riers of language, time, and generation, 
translating cultural differences, 
breathing life into history, and bridg-
ing experience across cultures. They 
accomplish the seemingly impossible 
task of both revealing our differences 
across the globe while managing to il-
luminate all that connects us. 

I thank Americans for the Arts and 
the wonderful staff and all of the peo-
ple who have devoted so much of their 
working careers to this noble effort. 
And of their wonderful, fine accom-
plishments that they have achieved 
over 50 years, I am sure that the next 
50 will produce even more great work, 
and we will all continue to enjoy the 
richness that the arts provide to each 
of our lives. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield such time as he may 
consume to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS), 
both a strong supporter of the arts as 
well as computer science education, 
the last resolution that we adopted. He 
has been a great leader in these areas 
to us. 

Mr. EHLERS. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. First of all, I will say that 
I do support the arts. In fact, in a town 
meeting once, I was attacked by one of 
my constituents for my support of the 
arts. He objected to the amount of 
money that I had voted for for the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts. 

I told him that I hated to take up too 
much time in my town meeting defend-
ing myself on that issue, and I would 
appreciate very much if he would write 
me a letter and send it to me with his 
reasons for why he felt that way. Then 
I added to that, I told him if you do in 
fact write me a letter, the amount you 
pay for the paper, the envelope, and the 
stamp will exceed the total amount 
that you have paid toward the National 
Endowment for the Arts. It was a sim-
ple calculation. I see my fellow physi-
cist smiling because that is the sort of 
thing he would do, too. I calculated the 
per capita cost of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, and, indeed, it was 
less than the cost of the paper, enve-
lope, and stamp. 

b 1630 

The audience laughed. I don’t think 
the person who asked the question was 
laughing very much, but he took it in 
good spirit. 

What I want to do is to make some 
comments about the previous resolu-
tion which was passed, which is some-
thing I submitted last year and again 
this year. I think it is important to 
emphasize it because we are losing the 
computer science battle among the na-
tions of the world. I did not realize the 
extent of that until one of my constitu-
ents at Calvin College—literally in my 
backyard—Dr. Joel Adams, met with 
me. He explained what was happening 
nationally with the enrollments in 
computer science, and they were 
alarmingly low. 

So last year, for the first time, we es-
tablished a day of recognition for com-
puter science and to honor the birth-
day of Grace Murray Hopper, one of the 
first female computer scientists. This 
will mark the second annual celebra-
tion of this important week. 
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Computer technology and the innova-

tions it yields are transforming our 
world and are critical to the global 
competitiveness of our economy. Not 
only that, they are very important in 
developing the science of cyberwarfare, 
on which we are trying to get up to 
speed, but we are not preparing an ade-
quate and diverse workforce to meet 
the ever-growing demand for the infor-
mation technology sector, which in-
cludes some of the country’s most in-
novative and successful companies. 

While it is very important that stu-
dents in K–12 are exposed to computer 
science, many do not get a chance to 
learn about it in schools today. The 
lack of understanding of computer 
science and how it fuels innovation in 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics disciplines contribute to 
a lack of interest in computing careers, 
especially among women and underrep-
resented minorities, whose participa-
tion rates in computer science are 
among the lowest of any scientific 
field. By introducing students to com-
puter science at an early age and by 
providing them with learning experi-
ences in computer science at all levels, 
we can reverse this trend and can ex-
pand and diversify our technology 
workforce. 

I am very pleased that Congressman 
POLIS joined me in introducing this 
resolution. Also, I thank Cameron Wil-
son from the Association for Com-
puting Machinery, and I thank Joel 
Adams with the Department of Com-
puter Science at Calvin College for 
their efforts in raising awareness about 
the importance of computer science 
education. In addition, I thank Julia 
Jester, formerly of my staff, for her 
help in drafting and introducing this 
resolution, as well as for her dedicated 
service as the staff director of the 
STEM Education Caucus. 

I ask all of my colleagues to join in 
supporting the designation of the sec-
ond annual National Computer Science 
Education Week to raise awareness 
about these important issues. 

Once again, I thank Congressman 
TODD PLATTS for giving me the time to 
insert extraneous material on this par-
ticular topic of the arts. 

Mr. POLIS. Again, I thank Mr. 
EHLERS for his remarks. It has been a 
pleasure for these past 2 years to co-
sponsor and to raise awareness of Na-
tional Computer Science Education 
Week. 

Madam Speaker, I am now pleased to 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. HOLT). 

Mr. HOLT. I thank the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

Madam Speaker, I rise as an original 
cosponsor of H. Res. 1582, to honor and 
salute Americans for the Arts on its 
50th anniversary. My colleagues should 
not be surprised that two of the sci-
entists here on the floor, the gen-
tleman from Michigan and I, would rise 
to speak in favor of the arts. 

I want to commend Representative 
SLAUGHTER for introducing this impor-
tant resolution but especially for her 
tireless work to champion the arts and 
to remind us all of the importance they 
play in our lives and in our society. 

As a member of the Congressional 
Arts Caucus, I believe that the arts 
play a crucial role in our society—en-
hancing our creativity, promoting crit-
ical aspects of education, and providing 
Americans with opportunities to view 
works of beauty and personal expres-
sion. Through the arts, we as a Nation, 
as a people, come to know ourselves. 
We push our boundaries, and we break 
free of our prejudices. Furthermore, 
the arts inspire our children to explore 
their own creativity and to encourage 
positive development in the course of 
their educational careers. 

Has anyone here not observed how a 
student can blossom academically 
after the student finds a sense of ac-
complishment and achievement 
through artistic expression? The arts 
are a fundamental component of our 
society and warrant Federal funding. 

Americans for the Arts was chartered 
in 1960 in North Carolina with the 
‘‘mission of enhancing public and pri-
vate support for the nonprofit arts and 
serving local arts councils in the 
United States.’’ Fifty years later, we 
all owe Americans for the Arts a debt 
of gratitude for successfully accom-
plishing this mission year in and year 
out. A few years after they were 
formed, Americans for the Arts helped 
establish the National Endowment for 
the Arts, which, to this day, has ex-
posed millions of Americans to the arts 
and has supported local artists in a 
multitude of disciplines. 

Even in this difficult economy, 
Americans for the Arts has continued 
to lead by supporting local public and 
nonprofit arts agencies. Americans for 
the Arts has also continued to help ex-
pose a new generation of students to 
the arts, both in and out of school. Fur-
ther, as the gentlewoman from New 
York reported, Americans for the Arts 
has noted in its report of ‘‘Arts and 
Economic Prosperity’’ across the coun-
try that the ‘‘nonprofit arts and cul-
ture industry generates $166.2 billion in 
economic activity every year.’’ The re-
port also details that the arts support 
5.7 million jobs and generate $29.6 bil-
lion in government revenue. So not 
only are the arts good for our cultural 
development as a society, but they are 
good for our economic development as 
well. 

While today we are recognizing 
Americans for the Arts for their first 50 
years of accomplishments, we here 
should wish them well for the next 50 
years. We need Americans for the Arts 
to remain, for years to come, a vital in-
stitution in our society. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I 
again would be honored to yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS). 

Mr. EHLERS. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding again. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to fol-
low up on comments made by my fel-
low physicist, Dr. HOLT, about how art 
is spreading and multiplying. 

In the city of Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, the center of my district in my 
hometown, we have established the 
ArtPrize. A relatively young man by 
the name of Rick DeVos started this 
last year. It has been extremely suc-
cessful. There have been entries from 
all over the world—many very, very 
good entries. We have just this week 
started again the ArtPrize for this 
year, again under the leadership of 
Rick DeVos. With the assistance of his 
family, they have done tremendous 
work. 

I could not believe the quality of the 
art that was on display last year when 
my wife and I and some members of my 
family strolled through the streets of 
Grand Rapids. Every corner, every 
street, every building front, and every 
building lobby was filled with art. We 
attracted some 300,000 people to our 
city just to see the art that was on dis-
play. 

This is an example that I would hope 
would be followed someday by most of 
the cities of our Nation. Certainly, in 
the meantime, though, it is a wonder-
ful event, and it brings in many people 
from different parts of the country and, 
indeed, from different parts of the 
world to view the wonderful art that is 
on display in my hometown of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, Ameri-
cans for the Arts’ research has shown 
that over 100,000 nonprofit cultural or-
ganizations in the United States gen-
erate over $166 billion in economic ac-
tivity each year, supporting jobs and 
generating government revenue. 

b 1640 

I want to thank my chairwoman, 
Representative SLAUGHTER, for intro-
ducing this important resolution, and 
once again express my strong support 
for House Resolution 1582, which hon-
ors Americans for the Arts on their 
50th anniversary. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting this resolu-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
POLIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1582. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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SUPPORTING NATIONAL POSTDOC 

APPRECIATION WEEK 
Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1545) expressing sup-
port for designation of the week begin-
ning on the third Monday in September 
as ‘‘National Postdoc Appreciation 
Week’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1545 

Whereas research is the mechanism by 
which humankind achieves innovation and 
progress; 

Whereas in order for the United States to 
maintain a leadership role in the world, citi-
zens must be well educated to harbor the 
world’s best scientists, engineers, and re-
searchers in all fields of study; 

Whereas postdoctoral scholars (postdocs) 
make up one of the most substantial driving 
forces for innovation and research; 

Whereas the base of available knowledge is 
increasing exponentially; 

Whereas given such rapid rates of knowl-
edge expansion, increasing levels of training 
and education are required beyond the aver-
age undergraduate level and even beyond 
graduate study levels to generate the next 
generations of innovators in every field of 
study; 

Whereas postdocs conduct work and stud-
ies in a complex transition period while 
being both trainees and paid professionals; 
and 

Whereas the week beginning on the third 
Monday in September would be an appro-
priate week to designate as ‘‘National 
Postdoc Appreciation Week’’: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the designation of ‘‘National 
Postdoc Appreciation Week’’; 

(2) recognizes the accomplishments and 
contributions postdocs make to relevant de-
partments, institutions, fields, and commu-
nities around the United States and the 
world; 

(3) recognizes the career development and 
other professional needs of postdocs in every 
field of study; and 

(4) encourages the improvement of training 
and career opportunities in various research 
fields at all levels of training and stages of 
all research careers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. POLIS) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PLATTS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 1545 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of House Resolution 1545, which 

supports designation of this week as 
National Postdoc Appreciation Week. 

Postdoctoral students, or postdocs, 
are academic or scholarly researchers 
who have recently completed their doc-
toral studies and are deepening their 
expertise in a subject through 
mentored research or scholarly train-
ing. Postdocs often produce important 
works for publication in their field and 
bolster institutional research capabili-
ties. They are a critically important 
source of innovation and are respon-
sible for much of the cutting-edge re-
search performed in this country that 
leads to the creation of jobs. This re-
search has led to scientific develop-
ments and critical advancements in 
health, science, computers, and tech-
nology. Many postdocs later become 
full- and part-time faculty at our Na-
tion’s research institutions, teaching 
the next generation of undergraduates 
and graduates and continuing to build 
upon their research. 

In all these ways and more, postdocs 
represent the best and brightest prod-
ucts of our research universities, and 
the future of our Nation’s research ef-
forts rests largely on their shoulders. 
Unfortunately, despite their great aca-
demic performance and contributions, 
postdocs are routinely provided with 
poor working conditions, paid low 
wages relative to their years of train-
ing, while working long hours, and are 
frequently ineligible for medical bene-
fits, worker’s compensation, disability 
insurance, paid maternity or paternity 
leave, or retirement accounts. Too 
often, postdocs are isolated and have 
little support from the institutions 
that benefit directly from their re-
search. 

In April of this year, the Education 
and Labor Committee held a field hear-
ing to examine problems with first con-
tract labor negotiations between the 
University of California and their 
postdoctoral scholars’ union. It took 
the postdocs 3 years to unionize, and in 
November 2008, the Postdocs Union was 
finally certified by the California Pub-
lic Employment Relations Board. This 
August, I am happy to say, the 
postdocs were able to complete their 
first contract negotiations, and we con-
gratulate them on securing economic 
justice for themselves and their fami-
lies. 

It is impressive to see postdocs who 
not only excel in their personal lab 
work, but also give of their time and 
energy and leadership talents in order 
to improve working conditions in the 
lives for everyone in their field. 

National Postdoc Appreciation Week 
helps to increase awareness of the 
many contributions postdoctoral schol-
ars have made and continue to make to 
scientific research in America and the 
need to guarantee that they have fair 
employment standards in order to con-
tinue pursuing critical lifesaving re-
search. 

Last year, in September of 2009, over 
70 U.S. research institutions partici-
pated in the first National Postdoc Ap-
preciation Day. This year, Postdoc Ap-
preciation Week provides an oppor-
tunity for institutions of higher edu-
cation—like the University of Colorado 
at Boulder in my congressional dis-
trict—businesses, research organiza-
tions, and others to honor and support 
the contributions of postdocs. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank 
Representative STEARNS for intro-
ducing this resolution and once again 
express my support for National 
Postdoc Appreciation Week, beginning 
the third Monday in September. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting 
this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 1545, express-
ing support for designation of the week 
beginning on the third Monday of Sep-
tember—this week—as National 
Postdoc Appreciation Week, and join 
with the gentleman from Colorado in 
recognizing Mr. STEARNS, the gen-
tleman from Florida, for his sponsor-
ship of this resolution. 

Postdoctoral research is academic or 
scholarly research conducted by a per-
son who has completed his or her doc-
toral studies, normally within the fol-
lowing 5 years. It is intended to further 
deepen expertise in a specialized sub-
ject area, including necessary skills 
and methods. Postdoctoral research is 
often considered essential to the schol-
arly mission of the host institution and 
is expected to produce relevant publi-
cations accordingly. 

Postdoctoral research may be funded 
through an appointment with a salary 
or an appointment with a stipend or 
sponsorship award. Appointments for 
such research positions may be called 
postdoctoral research fellow, 
postdoctoral research associate, or 
postdoctoral research assistant. De-
pending on the type of appointment, 
postdoctoral researchers may work 
independently or under the supervision 
of a principal investigator. 

Postdocs make invaluable contribu-
tions to the research enterprise, which 
is important if the United States is to 
remain competitive in a global market. 
To do so, we must make every effort to 
attract the best and the brightest men 
and women from all groups, including 
international scholars, to ensure that 
progress and innovation takes place in 
all fields of study. 

Today, we recognize the accomplish-
ments and contributions postdocs 
make to relevant institutions, fields of 
study, and communities around the 
world. We encourage the improvement 
of training and career opportunities in 
various research fields at all levels of 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 09:14 Sep 30, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00074 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\H23SE0.002 H23SE0W
R

E
IE

R
-A

V
IL

E
S

 o
n 

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T01:13:47-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




