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SUPPORTING NATIONAL POSTDOC 

APPRECIATION WEEK 
Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1545) expressing sup-
port for designation of the week begin-
ning on the third Monday in September 
as ‘‘National Postdoc Appreciation 
Week’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1545 

Whereas research is the mechanism by 
which humankind achieves innovation and 
progress; 

Whereas in order for the United States to 
maintain a leadership role in the world, citi-
zens must be well educated to harbor the 
world’s best scientists, engineers, and re-
searchers in all fields of study; 

Whereas postdoctoral scholars (postdocs) 
make up one of the most substantial driving 
forces for innovation and research; 

Whereas the base of available knowledge is 
increasing exponentially; 

Whereas given such rapid rates of knowl-
edge expansion, increasing levels of training 
and education are required beyond the aver-
age undergraduate level and even beyond 
graduate study levels to generate the next 
generations of innovators in every field of 
study; 

Whereas postdocs conduct work and stud-
ies in a complex transition period while 
being both trainees and paid professionals; 
and 

Whereas the week beginning on the third 
Monday in September would be an appro-
priate week to designate as ‘‘National 
Postdoc Appreciation Week’’: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the designation of ‘‘National 
Postdoc Appreciation Week’’; 

(2) recognizes the accomplishments and 
contributions postdocs make to relevant de-
partments, institutions, fields, and commu-
nities around the United States and the 
world; 

(3) recognizes the career development and 
other professional needs of postdocs in every 
field of study; and 

(4) encourages the improvement of training 
and career opportunities in various research 
fields at all levels of training and stages of 
all research careers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. POLIS) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PLATTS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 1545 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of House Resolution 1545, which 

supports designation of this week as 
National Postdoc Appreciation Week. 

Postdoctoral students, or postdocs, 
are academic or scholarly researchers 
who have recently completed their doc-
toral studies and are deepening their 
expertise in a subject through 
mentored research or scholarly train-
ing. Postdocs often produce important 
works for publication in their field and 
bolster institutional research capabili-
ties. They are a critically important 
source of innovation and are respon-
sible for much of the cutting-edge re-
search performed in this country that 
leads to the creation of jobs. This re-
search has led to scientific develop-
ments and critical advancements in 
health, science, computers, and tech-
nology. Many postdocs later become 
full- and part-time faculty at our Na-
tion’s research institutions, teaching 
the next generation of undergraduates 
and graduates and continuing to build 
upon their research. 

In all these ways and more, postdocs 
represent the best and brightest prod-
ucts of our research universities, and 
the future of our Nation’s research ef-
forts rests largely on their shoulders. 
Unfortunately, despite their great aca-
demic performance and contributions, 
postdocs are routinely provided with 
poor working conditions, paid low 
wages relative to their years of train-
ing, while working long hours, and are 
frequently ineligible for medical bene-
fits, worker’s compensation, disability 
insurance, paid maternity or paternity 
leave, or retirement accounts. Too 
often, postdocs are isolated and have 
little support from the institutions 
that benefit directly from their re-
search. 

In April of this year, the Education 
and Labor Committee held a field hear-
ing to examine problems with first con-
tract labor negotiations between the 
University of California and their 
postdoctoral scholars’ union. It took 
the postdocs 3 years to unionize, and in 
November 2008, the Postdocs Union was 
finally certified by the California Pub-
lic Employment Relations Board. This 
August, I am happy to say, the 
postdocs were able to complete their 
first contract negotiations, and we con-
gratulate them on securing economic 
justice for themselves and their fami-
lies. 

It is impressive to see postdocs who 
not only excel in their personal lab 
work, but also give of their time and 
energy and leadership talents in order 
to improve working conditions in the 
lives for everyone in their field. 

National Postdoc Appreciation Week 
helps to increase awareness of the 
many contributions postdoctoral schol-
ars have made and continue to make to 
scientific research in America and the 
need to guarantee that they have fair 
employment standards in order to con-
tinue pursuing critical lifesaving re-
search. 

Last year, in September of 2009, over 
70 U.S. research institutions partici-
pated in the first National Postdoc Ap-
preciation Day. This year, Postdoc Ap-
preciation Week provides an oppor-
tunity for institutions of higher edu-
cation—like the University of Colorado 
at Boulder in my congressional dis-
trict—businesses, research organiza-
tions, and others to honor and support 
the contributions of postdocs. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank 
Representative STEARNS for intro-
ducing this resolution and once again 
express my support for National 
Postdoc Appreciation Week, beginning 
the third Monday in September. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting 
this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PLATTS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 1545, express-
ing support for designation of the week 
beginning on the third Monday of Sep-
tember—this week—as National 
Postdoc Appreciation Week, and join 
with the gentleman from Colorado in 
recognizing Mr. STEARNS, the gen-
tleman from Florida, for his sponsor-
ship of this resolution. 

Postdoctoral research is academic or 
scholarly research conducted by a per-
son who has completed his or her doc-
toral studies, normally within the fol-
lowing 5 years. It is intended to further 
deepen expertise in a specialized sub-
ject area, including necessary skills 
and methods. Postdoctoral research is 
often considered essential to the schol-
arly mission of the host institution and 
is expected to produce relevant publi-
cations accordingly. 

Postdoctoral research may be funded 
through an appointment with a salary 
or an appointment with a stipend or 
sponsorship award. Appointments for 
such research positions may be called 
postdoctoral research fellow, 
postdoctoral research associate, or 
postdoctoral research assistant. De-
pending on the type of appointment, 
postdoctoral researchers may work 
independently or under the supervision 
of a principal investigator. 

Postdocs make invaluable contribu-
tions to the research enterprise, which 
is important if the United States is to 
remain competitive in a global market. 
To do so, we must make every effort to 
attract the best and the brightest men 
and women from all groups, including 
international scholars, to ensure that 
progress and innovation takes place in 
all fields of study. 

Today, we recognize the accomplish-
ments and contributions postdocs 
make to relevant institutions, fields of 
study, and communities around the 
world. We encourage the improvement 
of training and career opportunities in 
various research fields at all levels of 
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training and stages of all research ca-
reers. 

I urge all my colleagues to join in 
supporting this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. POLIS. I thank the gentleman. 
Madam Speaker, I encourage my col-

leagues to join me in supporting Na-
tional Postdoc Appreciation Week be-
ginning, again, the week of the third 
Monday in September. I encourage my 
colleagues to join me in supporting 
this resolution and showing strong sup-
port for the work and the contributions 
of postdocs across this country. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
POLIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1545. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE 
PROGRAM REEXTENSION ACT OF 
2010 
Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 3814) to extend the National 
Flood Insurance Program until Sep-
tember 30, 2011. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 3814 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Flood Insurance Program Reextension Act of 
2010’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF NATIONAL FLOOD INSUR-

ANCE PROGRAM. 
(a) PROGRAM EXTENSION.—Section 1319 of 

the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4026) is amended by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2010’’ and inserting ‘‘September 
30, 2011’’. 

(b) FINANCING.—Section 1309(a) of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 
4016(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘September 
30, 2010’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2011’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATERS) and the gen-
tlewoman from West Virginia (Mrs. 
CAPITO) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to insert 
extraneous material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
speak in support of S. 3814, the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program Re-
extension Act of 2010, which would ex-
tend the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram through September 30, 2011. 

The flood insurance program provides 
valuable protection for approximately 
5.5 million homeowners. Unfortunately, 
the lack of a long-term authorization 
has placed this program at risk. The 
program has lapsed three times now 
since the beginning of this year, for 2 
days in March, for 18 days in April, and 
again from June 1 to July 1. These 
lapses meant that FEMA was not able 
to write new policies, renew expiring 
policies, or increase coverage limits. 

b 1650 
This also means that each day, 1,400 

home buyers who wanted to purchase 
homes located in flood plains are un-
able to close on those homes. Given the 
current crisis in the housing market, 
this instability in the flood insurance 
program is hampering that market’s 
recovery and must be addressed. 

This is why last June I introduced 
and President Obama signed into law 
H.R. 5569, the National Flood Insurance 
Program Extension Act of 2010. That 
legislation extended the program 
through the end of this month. How-
ever, the expiration of this law is now 
upon us, so I am pleased that the House 
and Senate are taking preemptive ac-
tion to extend the Flood Insurance 
Program for an additional year so that 
we don’t experience a repeat of the 
lapses that plagued the first half of 
2010. 

Given the importance of the flood in-
surance program to America’s home-
owners and communities, I hope that 
the Senate can act quickly to pass my 
comprehensive flood insurance bill, 
H.R. 5114, the Flood Insurance Reform 
Priorities Act of 2010. This bill passed 
the House July 15 of this year on a 
strong bipartisan vote of 329–90. 

My bill would restore stability to the 
flood insurance program by reauthor-
izing the program for 5 years and would 
address the impact of new flood maps 
by delaying the mandatory purchase 
requirement for 5 years, then phasing 
in actuarial rates for another 5 years. 

My reform bill also makes other im-
provements to the program by phasing 
in actuarial rates for pre-FIRM prop-
erties, raising maximum coverage lim-
its, providing notice to renters about 
contents insurance, and establishing a 
flood insurance advocate similar to the 
taxpayer advocate at the Internal Rev-
enue Service. 

I hope that the Senate can pass this 
much needed legislation as soon as pos-
sible. 

In the meantime, I urge my col-
leagues to stand with me in support of 

S. 3814 so that the flood insurance pro-
gram can continue to serve our home-
owners and communities without inter-
ruption. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. CAPITO. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of S. 3814, which extends the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program 
through September 30, 2011. I feel like 
we’re deja vu all over again. We’ve 
done this several times, I think, in the 
last several months and years. That 
timeframe will give us ample oppor-
tunity to craft a bill that fundamen-
tally reforms the program, which needs 
fundamental reform. 

It’s unfortunate this Congress has, to 
date, been unable to enact comprehen-
sive reform of the flood insurance pro-
gram. Currently, as we know, the flood 
insurance program is carrying a debt of 
$18 billion. The program remains un-
derfunded and unable to meet its po-
tential obligations. And its financial 
shortfall continues to place taxpayers 
at risk for the cost of property losses 
caused by flooding. 

On July 15, 2010, the House approved 
H.R. 5114, the Flood Insurance Reform 
Priorities Act, which included many 
constructive reforms. However, many 
of us on this side of the aisle felt that 
the measure did not go far enough to 
put the NFIP on a path towards sound 
financial footing. In fact, despite the 
reforms included in H.R. 5114, which in-
cluded several Republican amend-
ments, the CBO projected that if H.R. 
5114 were enacted, the National Flood 
Insurance Program would still need to 
borrow additional funds from the U.S. 
Treasury to cover losses and would ex-
haust its current borrowing authority 
by the year 2013. 

Today, to avoid another lapse in a 
program that serves 5.5 million resi-
dential and business property owners, 
we are considering S. 3814, the National 
Flood Insurance Program Reextension 
Act of 2010, which passed the Senate by 
voice vote on Tuesday, September 21, 
2010. 

S. 3814 provides for a straightforward 
1-year extension of the NFIP, which 
otherwise would expire on September 
30. According to the Congressional 
Budget Office, enactment of this bill 
would have no net impact on the Fed-
eral budget. 

Madam Speaker, we must move for-
ward with fundamental and fiscally re-
sponsible reforms of the Flood Insur-
ance Program. S. 3814 extends the 
NFIP, as I’ve said, through September 
30, 2011, allowing borrowers in flood- 
prone areas like mine to close on their 
mortgage loans and providing Congress 
the time it needs to enact real reforms. 
I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I rise to 

address the issue of flooding raised by the 
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