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of September as National Preparedness 
Month, during which government offi-
cials, the private sector, and individual 
citizens are urged to become better 
prepared for terrorist attacks, natural 
disasters, and other emergencies. 

Earlier this month, we commemo-
rated the ninth anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and 
honored those who were lost that day. 
Weeks earlier we marked the fifth an-
niversary of Hurricane Katrina, and we 
were reminded of the lasting devasta-
tion caused by the storm. 

These solemn anniversaries are pow-
erful reminders of the threats we face 
and the importance of being prepared. 
Having an emergency kit, which in-
cludes basic supplies such as water, 
nonperishable foods, flashlights, bat-
teries and other items, developing an 
emergency evacuation plan for your 
family, and staying informed about 
what’s going on in your local area, are 
all steps that can be taken to become 
more prepared. 

In addition to promoting these steps, 
House Resolution 1618 commends the 
employees of the Department of Home-
land Security; other Federal agencies; 
State, local, and tribal government of-
ficials; as well as emergency respond-
ers and law enforcement officers who 
defend our Nation against terrorism. 
Their dedication to protecting our 
homeland against threats is one that 
we cannot and must not take for grant-
ed. 

For this reason I have been a strong 
advocate of the Federal grant programs 
such as the FIRE and SAFER pro-
grams, which provide direct and much- 
needed support to our Nation’s fire-
fighters for equipment, staffing, and 
many other needs. 

The Center for Domestic Prepared-
ness in my home district of Anniston, 
Alabama, is another prime example of 
the Federal Government’s commitment 
to first responders, providing premier 
hands-on training in disaster prepared-
ness and response at no cost to the 
State, local, and tribal emergency re-
sponders. 

These types of Federal initiatives 
help ensure that we do our part in pro-
viding the men and women on the front 
lines with the resources necessary to 
carry out their vital missions. I hope 
that we will continue to enhance fund-
ing for these programs, which also have 
the tremendous benefit of promoting a 
higher level of coordination and plan-
ning across all levels of government. 

I want to thank Chairman THOMPSON 
and Subcommittee Chairwoman RICH-
ARDSON for their work on this resolu-
tion. As a House co-chair of National 
Preparedness Month, I urge all of my 
colleagues to support the measure. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 

Madam Speaker, I yield such time as 
she may consume to the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. RICHARDSON). 

b 1850 
Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, 

as subcommittee chair of the Emer-
gency Communications, Preparedness, 
and Response Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
one of the cochairs of the House Na-
tional Preparedness Month and origi-
nal cosponsors of H.R. 1618, I rise in 
strong support of this resolution 
brought forward by Chairman THOMP-
SON recognizing the importance of Na-
tional Preparedness Month. 

I would like to thank Chairman 
THOMPSON and Ranking Member KING 
of our full committee for their contin-
ued leadership on these very important 
issues and not letting Americans be 
caught unprepared. I would also like to 
acknowledge Mr. ROGERS, the gen-
tleman from Alabama, the ranking 
member of our subcommittee, for 
working with me on these preparedness 
issues, as well as all of the members of 
our committee who supported this res-
olution. 

September 2010 is the seventh annual 
National Preparedness Month. Through 
events, public service announcements, 
and other coordinated efforts, FEMA 
and its thousands of public and private 
partners have and will disseminate 
critical information about the impor-
tance of being prepared. 

House Resolution 1618 supports these 
important efforts by recognizing the 
valuable work of the Department of 
Homeland Security and encouraging 
Americans to work together to take 
concrete actions toward emergency 
preparedness. 

Over the course of the last year, we 
have seen tragedies strike, whether it 
was manmade or beyond our control, in 
many forms, whether they included 
floods, wildfires, earthquakes, hurri-
canes, oil spills, and most recently in 
my own State, a major pipeline gas ex-
plosion. Additionally, we have also 
known terrorists continue to target 
Americans and our critical infrastruc-
ture, as evidenced by the various at-
tempted suicide bombings and plots 
that have been uncovered. 

Thanks to countless public servants 
and everyday Americans throughout 
all levels of government and first re-
sponders across our country, our Na-
tion stands more resilient than ever. 
House Resolution 1618 praises the self-
less dedication of those courageous in-
dividuals and calls on the American 
public to equally make efforts at home, 
at work and school, because it’s really 
all of our responsibility to increase 
their ability to assist in preventing, 
protecting against, and preparing to re-
spond to all disasters and, above all, to 
minimize the loss of life and destruc-
tion of property. 

Madam Speaker, change is evident in 
regard to how Americans prepare for 
disasters, but one thing is completely 
true—we have not completely hit the 
road that we need to be on to be pre-

pared in every aspect to avoid some of 
these disasters and incidents that 
might occur. 

Let me go over a few simple tips, and 
I would like to build upon some of the 
ones that Chairman THOMPSON already 
mentioned for the RECORD. 

Number one, it’s important to prac-
tice your disaster plan. Number two, 
prepare our children so that they know 
what to do. Number three, something 
that we fell short on with Hurricane 
Katrina, and that is not to forget to 
make assistance for those who are vul-
nerable, whether they be those who are 
aged, infants, or those with special 
needs. We should all learn CPR and 
first aid. We need to understand the 
post-9/11 risks. And finally, we all have 
got to be involved and volunteer. 

House Resolution 1618 encourages all 
Americans to be prepared when—not 
if—the next emergency occurs and to 
get involved in the National Prepared-
ness Month activity happening in your 
area. Right here today in the Capitol, 
Chairman THOMPSON authorized, with 
FEMA, to be able to launch the iPod 
system, which will enable State and 
local governments, tribal and terri-
tories to be able to be better alerted in 
the case of an emergency. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me 
in supporting H. Res. 1618. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 
Madam Speaker, House Resolution 1618 
supports the important goals and 
ideals of National Preparedness Month. 
I thank the ranking member and all 
my colleagues on the Committee on 
Homeland Security for coming to-
gether in a bipartisan manner to show 
support for this important resolution. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this resolution. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
THOMPSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1618. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

NATIONAL ALCOHOL AND DRUG 
ADDICTION RECOVERY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to acknowledge and recognize 
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