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National Alcohol and Drug Addiction 
Recovery Month. 

Madam Speaker, the use and abuse of 
illegal, illicit, and contraband drugs is 
one of the most challenging and dif-
ficult problems facing America. Alco-
hol and Drug Addiction Recovery 
Month brings attention to the broad 
group of people affected by alcohol and 
drug abuse and how recovery truly 
helps people who struggle with sub-
stance abuse problems. 

The 2007 National Survey on Drug 
Use and Health found that just over 22 
million Americans, or 9 percent of the 
population aged 12 or older, were clas-
sified with substance dependence or 
abuse in the past year. This rate has 
remained fairly stable since 2002. Ap-
proximately 57 percent of persons who 
are dependent on drugs were dependent 
on marijuana, with about 25 percent 
dependent on pain relievers and 23 per-
cent dependent on cocaine. 

Although men and women aged 12 to 
17 have similar rates of drug depend-
ence, for individuals older than 18, the 
rate of substance dependence or abuse 
was about twice as high for men com-
pared to women. Racial/ethnic groups 
reported similar rates of dependence or 
abuse, except Asian Americans re-
ported lower rates of dependence and 
abuse. 

Substance dependence or abuse varies 
by region of the country, with the Mid-
west, 10 percent, having a higher rate 
than the South, 8.7 percent, and the 
Northeast, 8.1 percent, but a similar 
rate to the West, 9.2 percent. 

Rates for substance dependence or 
abuse among persons aged 12 or older 
in 2007 also varied by county type, with 
small metropolitan counties, 9.4 per-
cent, having a significantly higher rate 
than nonmetropolitan counties, 8.3 per-
cent, but a similar rate when compared 
with large metropolitan counties, 9.0 
percent. 

In Illinois, according to the 2005 Na-
tional Survey on Drug Use and Health, 
780,000 Illinois citizens aged 12 or older 
reported illicit drug use, with 294,000 Il-
linoisans reporting drug dependence or 
abuse in the past year. 
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These data found that, for youth 
aged 12–17, approximately 104,000 Illi-
noisans reported past month use of an 
illicit drug. 

Earlier in this decade, a survey in 
Chicago found that 800,000 individuals 
indicated that they used drugs, with 
300,000 reporting themselves as hard-
core drug users. 

A 2010 study by the Illinois Consor-
tium on Drug Policy found that the 
Chicago metropolitan region ranks 
among the worst in the nation for her-
oin use and problems associated with 
heroin use. Chicago had the most cases 
of people with heroin problems using 
emergency rooms in the Nation from 
2004 to 2008, 50 percent more than were 

handled in New York City during the 
same period. 

So I rise in essence to also commend 
those institutions and those individ-
uals who are engaged in the treatment 
of substance abuse users, and I point 
out the Loretta Hospital, which is lo-
cated in the congressional district 
where I live and work, I had the oppor-
tunity to attend on Monday of this 
week a great program composed of in-
dividuals who were substance abuse 
users, providers of care, the members 
of the police department, and I pointed 
out that the Chicago Police Depart-
ment in that particular district has a 
commendable record of how they han-
dle individuals that they come into 
contact with when they are inebriated, 
when they are suffering from alco-
holism, when they might be found wan-
dering on the street in states that re-
quire some intervention. 

I also note that on Saturday, there 
will be at least 500 to 800 individuals in-
volved in what we call Recovery Walk. 
That is individuals who are all addicted 
who will gather in a park for a rally 
and then walk to another park, point-
ing out the tremendous need for addi-
tional resources but also pointing out 
that treatment and recovery does in 
fact work. 

So I want to commend all of the indi-
viduals who have suffered from sub-
stance abuse, alcohol and drug use, and 
have overcome their difficulties and 
are now leading meaningful and pro-
ductive lives. 

I also commend all of those who are 
involved in treatment who know that if 
they continue to believe, if they con-
tinue to hope, that they can overcome 
this difficulty. 
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HONORING CAPTAIN DALE A. 
GOETZ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. COFFMAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam 
Speaker, United States Army Captain 
Dale A. Goetz, an Air Force veteran 
with ties to Colorado, joined the 
Army’s chaplaincy out of a strong de-
sire to help others. 

Captain Dale Goetz and his wife, 
Christy, both graduated from 
Maranatha Baptist Bible College in 
1995. He was a former pastor of First 
Baptist Church in White, South Da-
kota, before being stationed at mili-
tary bases throughout the world. Ear-
lier this year, Captain Goetz was as-
signed to the 1st Battalion, 66th Armor 
Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 
4th Infantry Division at Fort Carson, 
Colorado, and the family moved to Col-
orado Springs in January of 2010. This 
allowed his wife Christy, and their sons 
Landon, Caleb, and Joel to be closer to 
his mother, Hope Goetz, an Elbert 
County commissioner. 

Captain Goetz and his family joined 
High Country Baptist Church in Colo-
rado Springs the day before he de-
ployed to Afghanistan. Captain Goetz, 
who had previously served in Iraq, 
cared about the soldiers he worked 
with as an Army chaplain, and accord-
ing to his pastor at High Country Bap-
tist Church in Colorado Springs, ‘‘His 
goal as a chaplain was not to be a so-
cial worker, but to be a spiritual 
guide.’’ 

Captain Goetz is described as having 
‘‘a calm demeanor that helped soldiers 
find strength in the darkest of times,’’ 
according to Reverend Stuart 
Schwenke, a fellow pastor he had gone 
through ministerial training with. 

On August 30, 2010, Captain Goetz was 
on a mission in Kandahar Province, Af-
ghanistan, when insurgents attacked 
his unit with an improvised explosive 
device which detonated near their mili-
tary vehicle. Captain Goetz was grave-
ly wounded and died of injuries sus-
tained during the attack. Four of his 
fellow soldiers from Fort Carson, Colo-
rado, were also killed in action as a re-
sult of the incident. 

Captain Dale A. Goetz is a shining 
example of the United States Army’s 
service and sacrifice. As a former mem-
ber of the United States Army, and a 
retired Marine Corps combat veteran, 
my deepest sympathies go out to his 
mother, Hope Goetz, an Elbert County 
commissioner; his wife Christy; their 
sons, Landon, Caleb, and Joel; and his 
sisters, Ann Senetar and Kim Sumner. 
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PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. ELLISON) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, I 
claim the time on behalf of the Con-
gressional Progressive Caucus for this 
Special Order where we will deliver the 
Progressive message. The Congres-
sional Progressive Caucus is that body 
of Members of Congress who come to-
gether to talk about those things that 
make America the wonderful country 
that it is, where we have equal oppor-
tunity, where we believe that all peo-
ple, all colors, all cultures, all faiths, 
belong in America, where we believe 
that economic justice for the middle 
class is an important priority, where 
we believe health care is something 
that all Americans should be able to 
partake in, not just those who can af-
ford it. Where we believe that poverty 
is something that our great country, 
our wealthy country, can eliminate if 
we muster the political will to do so. 
Where we come together as a caucus 
and say things like food stamps, in-
come support for low-income people 
are good. They are a sign of the chari-
table hearts of Americans, and that 
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