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provides aid to Kazakhstan in order to en-
hance economic growth, democracy, security, 
and civil society and to attend to humanitarian 
needs. However, it is evident that the current 
U.S.-Kazakhstan relationship is compromised 
by Kazakhstan’s record of human rights viola-
tions and lack of immediate and necessary re-
forms while chairing the OSCE. The U.S. De-
partment of State has criticized President 
Nazarbayev’s government for human rights 
violations. Its March 2009 report states: ‘‘The 
following human rights problems were re-
ported: severe limits on citizens’ rights to 
change their government; military hazing that 
led to deaths; detainee and prisoner torture 
and other abuse; unhealthy prison conditions; 
arbitrary arrest and detention; lack of an inde-
pendent judiciary; restrictions on freedom of 
speech, the press, assembly, and association; 
pervasive corruption, especially in law enforce-
ment and the judicial system; prohibitive polit-
ical party registration requirements; restrictions 
on the activities of nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs); discrimination and violence 
against women; trafficking in persons; and so-
cietal discrimination.’’ 

The details in the report, as well as reports 
from observer groups, are haunting. Two nota-
ble external groups are Freedom House and 
the United States Department of State. The 
observer group, Freedom House, has labeled 
Kazakhstan as ‘‘not free’’ and according to its 
assessment, Kazakhstan has earned a 6 rank-
ing in Political Liberties and a 5 in Civil Lib-
erties on the Freedom House scale of 1 to 7, 
7 being the worst ranking possible. Even the 
U.S. State Department ranks Kazakhstan as a 
Tier 2 Watch List, meaning that Kazakhstan is 
a cause for concern over human trafficking 
issues. 

In amending the constitution to allow him 
unlimited reign in 2007, President Nazarbayev 
joined a growing list of authoritarian leaders 
worldwide who have extended their terms in-
definitely. 

I applaud the work of the Helsinki Commis-
sion under the current leadership of Senator 
BEN CARDIN, and previously, Congressman 
ALCEE HASTINGS, for their ongoing commit-
ment to bringing these matters to light and it 
is my hope that we continue work to bring 
about a transparent democracy where human 
rights violations and corruption have no place. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 23, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$13,471,094,170,316.20. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $2,832,668,424,022.40 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 

CELEBRATING NATIONAL 
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 23, 2010 

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Latino Democratic Committee of 
Orange County, as it celebrates National His-
panic Heritage Month. For almost a decade, 
the Latino Democratic Committee of Orange 
County has championed the cause of improv-
ing the lives of Latinos in Orange County 
through pride of ethnic origin, involvement in 
government, education and community issues 
while building coalitions. I am delighted to add 
my voice to those recognizing the contribu-
tions of Hispanic Americans to the United 
States and to celebrate Hispanic heritage and 
culture. I am proud to join the residents of Or-
ange County in commemorating this 
celebratory month. 

Since 1968, as Hispanic Heritage Week was 
approved by President Lyndon Johnson and 
expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 
1988, we have all come together to celebrate 
and honor Hispanic Americans and their con-
tributions to our Nation. Since the Revolu-
tionary War, Hispanics have served with honor 
and distinction in every conflict. They serve as 
leaders in government, law, business, not-for- 
profits, social movements, and grassroots ef-
forts. Hispanics continue to enrich our Nation’s 
character and shape our common future. Now, 
more than ever, Hispanic Americans are shap-
ing the American experience. 

Madam Speaker, I am delighted to honor 
National Hispanic Heritage Month and the 
Latino Democratic Committee of Orange 
County. I congratulate and salute the board of 
directors and supporters of this organization 
for their very positive and lasting impact on 
the lives of so many individuals and families. 
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POLITICAL PRISONERS BEING 
HELD IN VIETNAM 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 23, 2010 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speaker, the 
Vietnamese government is nothing but a gag-
gle of thugs and gangsters who exploit, control 
and profit from the labor of the Vietnamese 
people and the theft of that nation’s natural re-
sources. The Hanoi dictatorship regularly im-
prisons, tortures and executes Vietnamese 
citizens who challenge the government/mafia’s 
rule. As in all countries ruled by a communist 
party religious believers are persecuted most 
severely because those who align themselves 
with a higher authority than the mob in the 
capitol are its greatest threat. 

More than two years ago, I placed a list of 
the political prisoners then being held by the 
government of Vietnam in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. I am sorry to say that the list of polit-
ical prisoners now being held in Vietnam has 
actually grown over the last twenty-four 
months. Vietnam has benefited immensely 

from growing US-Vietnam ties in the 15 years 
since relations were resumed, but the relation-
ship has not in any way, shape, or form been 
a two-way street. Vietnam remains a one-party 
state that restricts freedom of association and 
assembly, controls religious and labor organi-
zations, bars independent media, obstructs 
free speech and harshly prosecutes its most 
prominent public critics. 

In advance of the 1000th anniversary of 
Thang Long, Ha Noi on October 1st, I call on 
the Vietnamese ruling elite to release all polit-
ical and religious prisoners immediately and 
unconditionally. And I urge the State Depart-
ment to re-designate Vietnam a ‘‘Country of 
Particular Concern’’ for its gross violations of 
human rights and religious freedom. 

I have attached a new List of Political and 
Religious Prisoners Who are Still Detained. 

THE LIST OF POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS 
PRISONERS WHO ARE STILL DETAINED 

1. Truong Van Duy, life sentenced, then re-
duced to 20 years, has been in prison for 14 
years, the Campaign the Red Jacaranda of 
Hoang Viet Cuong, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc pris-
on, Dong Nai province. 

2. Le Van Tinh, over 70 years old, member 
of People Action Party of Vietnam (PAP), 
Advisory Board member to Unified Buddhist 
Church, arrested 25/01/1995, sentenced to 20 
years, has been in prison for 14 years in 
Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

3. Do Van Thai, sentenced to 17 years, has 
been in prison for 11 years, has HIV/AIDS, in 
Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

4. Nguyen Huu Cau, life sentenced, has 
been in prison for 34 years, in Camp 2, Xuan 
Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

5. Nguyen Van Hoa, nearly 70 years old, 
sentenced to 20 years, has been in prison for 
18 years, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong 
Nai province. 

6. Nguyen Van Trai, sentenced to 16 years, 
has been in prison for 14 years, has stomach 
bleeding, weakness, cerebrovascular disease, 
in Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai prov-
ince. 

7. Nguyen Long Hoi, nearly 70 years old, 
life sentenced, then reduced to 20 years, had 
been in prison for 13 years, then escaped and 
was arrested in 2010, now has to be in prison 
for 7 years, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, 
Dong Nai province. 

8. Nguyen Tuan Nam, member of People 
Action Party of Vietnam (PAP), sentenced 
to 19 years, has been in prison for 14 years, 
has cerebrovascular disease, in Camp 2, Xuan 
Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

9. Tran Van Duc, member of the Free Viet-
nam Organization (FVO), near 60 years old, 
sentenced to 11 years and has been in prison 
for nearly 11 years, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc 
prison, Dong Nai province. 

10. Nguyen Xuan No, sentenced to 8 years, 
has been in prison for 4 years, political pris-
oner in Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai 
province. 

11. Tran Van Thieng, 75 years old, sen-
tenced to 20 years, has been in prison for 19 
years and 6 months, has chronic kidney stage 
3 and prostatic disease, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc 
prison, Dong Nai province. 

12. Bui Dang Thuy, nearly 60 years old, 
member of People Action Party of Vietnam 
(PAP), sentenced to 18 years, has been in 
prison for 13 years, has severe lung disease, 
in Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai prov-
ince. 

13. Nguyen Van Canh, nearly 60 years old, 
sentenced to 13 years, has been in prison for 
5 years, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong 
Nai province. 
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14. Do Thanh Nhan, 84 years old, sentenced 

to 20 years, has been in prison for 18 years, in 
Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

15. To Van Hong, nearly 60 years old, sen-
tenced to 13 years, has been in prison for 11 
years, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai 
province. 

16. Danh Huong, Cambodian-Vietnamese 
prisoner, sentenced to 17 years, has been in 
prison for 11 years, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc pris-
on, Dong Nai province. 

17. Pham Xuan Than, life sentenced, has 
been in prison for 14 years, in Camp 2, Xuan 
Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

18. Nguyen Hoang Son, sentenced to 12 
years, has been in prison for 11 years, in 
Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

19. Huynh Anh Tu, member of the Free 
Vietnam Organization (FVO), 42 years old, 
sentenced to 13 years, has been in prison for 
10 years, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong 
Nai province. 

20. Huynh Anh Tri, member of the Free 
Vietnam Organization (FVO), 38 years old, 
sentenced to 13 years, has been in prison for 
10 years, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong 
Nai province. 

21. Nguyen Ngoc Phuong, member of the 
Free Vietnam Organization (FVO), 45 years 
old, a Vietnamese living in Cambodia, sen-
tenced to 13 years, has been in prison for 10 
years, in Camp 1, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai 
province. 

22. Nguyen Van Trung, over 60 years old, 
sentenced to 20 years, has been in prison for 
18 years, in Camp 2, Xuan Loc prison, Dong 
Nai province. 

23. Huynh Anh, sentenced to 8 years, has 
been in prison for 6 years, in Camp 2, Xuan 
Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

24. Au, was arrested in recent day and was 
in court at Lam Dong, Dong Nai province. 

25. Kim, was arrested in recent day and was 
in court at Lam Dong, Dong Nai province. 

26. Huyen, was arrested in recent day and 
was in court at Lam Dong, Dong Nai prov-
ince. 

27. Phuong, was arrested in recent day and 
was in court at Lam Dong, Dong Nai prov-
ince. 

28. Vu Hung, sentenced to 20 years, had 
been in prison for 11 years, escaped and was 
arrested. 

29. Do Thanh Van, sentenced to 20 years, 
has been in the prison for 12 years. 

30. Pham Ba Hai, sentenced to 5 years, has 
been in the prison for 4 years. 

31. Huynh Buu Chau, about 58 years old, 
Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai province was ar-
rested in 1999 in Cambodia, sentenced to 11 
years, and will be released on 9/9/10, in Xuan 
Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

32. Ho Long Duc, member of the Free Viet-
nam Organization (FVO), sentenced to 20 
years, has been in the prison for 12 years, in 
Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

33. Van Ngoc Hieu, sentenced to 20 years, 
has been in the prison for 12 years, hasn’t 
had anyone who visits, escaped from the 
Camp B34 but was arrested. 

34. Le Kim Hung, member of the Free Viet-
nam Organization (FVO), sentenced 20 years, 
has been in the prison for 12 years, Xuan Loc 
prison, Dong Nai province. 

35. Truong Quoc Huy, 29 years old, sen-
tenced to 6 years, has been in the prison for 
4 years. 

36. Tran Quoc Hien, lawyer, the spokesman 
to The United Workers and Famers Associa-
tion (UWFA), sentenced to 5 years, has been 
in the prison for 3 years, in Bo La prison 
camp, Binh Duong province. 

37. Son Nguyen Thanh Dien, member of the 
Free Vietnam Organization (FVO), has USA 

Green Card, returned to Vietnam, was ar-
rested and sentenced to 17 years, has been in 
the prison for 12 years, in Xuan Loc prison 
camp, Dong Nai province. 

38. Nguyen Van Phuong, sentenced to 17 
years, has been in the prison for 12 years, in 
Xuan Loc prison camp, Dong Nai province. 

39. Tran Hoang Giang, sentenced to 16 
years, has been in the prison for 12 years, in 
Xuan Loc prison camp, Dong Nai province. 

40. Truong Minh Duc, journalist, camp 4. 
41. Tran Tu, life sentenced, has been in the 

prison for 17 years, has USA Green Card, in 
Nam Ha prison camp. 

42. V. Van Thanh Liem, 60 years old, Hoa 
Hao religious prisoner, sentenced to 6 years 
and 6 months. 

43. V. Van Dien, 71 years old, Hoa Hao reli-
gious prisoner, sentenced to 7 years, has been 
in the prison for 5 years. 

44. Nguyen Thanh Phong, Hoa Hao reli-
gious prisoner, sentenced to 6 years. 

45. V. Van Buu, Hoa Hao religious prisoner, 
sentenced to 7 years. 

46. Mai Thi Dung, Vo Van Buu’s wife, sen-
tenced to 11 years, is severe sickness, Hoa 
Hao religious prisoner, Camp 4, Xuan Loc 
prison, Dong Nai province. 

47. Nguyen Van Tho, 72 years old, sen-
tenced to 7 years, Hoa Hao religious pris-
oner, Camp 4, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai 
province. 

48. Duong Thi Tron, Nguyen Van Tho’s 
wife, 72 years old, Hoa Hao religious pris-
oner, Camp 4, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai 
province. 

49. Le Van Soc, sentenced to 6 years, was 
arrested in 2006, Hoa Hao religious prisoner, 
Camp 4, Xuan Loc prison, Dong Nai province. 

50. To Van Manh, sentenced to 6 years, was 
arrested in 2006, Hoa Hao religious prisoner. 

51. Nguyen Van Thuy, sentenced to 5 years, 
was arrested in 2006, Hoa Hao religious pris-
oner. 

52. Doan Van Duyen, member of The 
United Workers and Famers Association 
(UWFA), arrested 12/04/07, sentenced to 4 
years, in camp prison B5, Bien Hoa, Dong Nai 
province. 

53. Tran Van Thiep, arrested in 2007, lived 
in An Giang province. 

54. Nguyen Van Hai, nick name ‘‘Blogger 
Dieu Cay’’, sentenced to 2 years and 6 
months, political prisoner (but was arrested 
with the reason announced by court: ‘‘did 
not pay tax’’) 

55. Nguyen Van Ngoc, 51 years old, arrested 
in 2007, sentenced to 5 years. 

56. Nguyen Van Phong, born in 1975, mem-
ber of Progressive Party, arrested in 03/29/07, 
sentenced to 6 years, has been in the prison 
for 3 years and 5 months, in K3, Camp 5, Yen 
Dinh, Thanh Hoa province. 

57. Nguyen Binh Thanh, born in 1955, mem-
ber of Progressive Party, arrested on 3/30/07, 
sentenced to 5 years, has been in the prison 
for 3 years and 5 months. in Z30A, K4, Xuan 
Truong, Xuan Loc, Dong Nai province. 

58. Tran Khai Thanh Thuy. 
59. Pham Thanh Nghien. 
60. Le Cong Dinh, the President of 

Dremocratic Party of Vietnam. 
61. Tran Huynh Duy Thuc. 
62. Le Thanh Long. 
63. Tran Anh Kim, member of Dremocratic 

Party of Vietnam. 
64. Nguyen Tien Trung, member of 

Dremocratic Party of Vietnam. 
65. Pham Van Viem, translated the book 

‘‘Che Do Phat Xit’’, arrested many times and 
escaped, living in Bulgaria for 7 years and 
was arrested back to Vietnam in 12/97, in 
camp 615, Kim Giang, Thanh Xuan, Ha Noi 
(link: http://www.daiviet.com/archive/findex 
.php/t-92220.html.) 

66. Le Id Tue, politically refugeed in 
Campodia, missing since 5/7/07 (according to 
Nguyen Thu Tram, Le Tri Tue was arrested 
by the police of Phuong 3, Phu Nhuan dis-
trict, Hochiminh city.) 

67. Pham Van Troi, 41 years old. 
68. Vu Hung, teacher, 44 years old. 
69. Tran Duc Thach. 
70. Nguyen Xuan Nghia, the writer, 61 

years old. 
71. Ngo Quynh, university student, 26 years 

old. 
72. Nguyen Manh Son, 67 years old. 
73. Nguyen Van Tinh, 68 years old. 
74. Nguyen Van Tuc, 46 years old. 
75. Nguyen Kim Nhan, 61 years old. 
76. Duong Kim Khai, arrested on 8/10/10 at 

Chuong Bo Church, 37/6 Cau Ong Ngu, Binh 
Thoi St, phuong 28, Binh Thanh district, 
Hochiminh city. 

77. Nguyen Van Dal, lawyer. 
78. 140 prisoners of ‘‘Tay Nguyen’’ and 

‘‘Dega’’ in K1, K2, K3, Nam Ha Camp, Ba Sao, 
Kim Bang, Nam Ha province. 
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INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION TO 
RAISE AWARENESS OF HYPER-
TENSION AND HELP REVERSE 
ITS PREVALENCE IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 23, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce a resolution that 
seeks to raise hypertension awareness and 
help reverse its prevalence in our nation 
through education, further research, and ef-
forts to reduce the excess salt content in our 
food. Hypertension, also known as high blood 
pressure, is the most commonly diagnosed 
chronic health condition in the United States, 
disproportionately affecting the Southeast and 
African Americans. 

High blood pressure is a major risk factor 
for heart disease and stroke, the first and third 
leading causes of death in the United States, 
as well as congestive heart failure and kidney 
disease. Approximately one out of three adults 
(74.5 million people) in the United States is 
hypertensive. Furthermore, about one in four 
adults is pre-hypertensive, which means that 
they are at greater risk for developing hyper-
tension. Hypertension is directly and indirectly 
responsible for tens of thousands of deaths in 
the United States each year, and its preva-
lence is expected to grow due to a large aging 
population and high rates of obesity and dia-
betes. 

Hypertension is called the ‘‘silent killer’’ be-
cause there are often no symptoms that indi-
cate that an individual’s blood pressure has 
reached a deadly level. Sadly, more than one 
out of five individuals is unaware that they 
have high blood pressure. African Americans 
have the highest prevalence of hypertension in 
the United States, and are more likely to de-
velop it at earlier ages, develop cardiovascular 
morbidity and disability, and die from hyper-
tension or hypertension-related illnesses. Fur-
thermore, Hispanics often have low levels of 
hypertension awareness, treatment, and con-
trol. Fortunately, through education, healthy 
lifestyle habits, advances in medical science, 
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