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Whereas advances in technology have re-

sulted in significant improvements in the 
daily lives of the people of the United States; 

Whereas scientific discoveries are critical 
to curing diseases, solving global challenges, 
and expanding our understanding of the 
world; 

Whereas strengthening the interest of 
American students, particularly young 
women and underrepresented minorities, in 
STEM education is necessary to maintain 
the global competitiveness of the United 
States; 

Whereas countries around the world have 
held science festivals that have brought to-
gether hundreds of thousands of visitors to 
celebrate science; 

Whereas the inaugural 2009 San Diego 
Science Festival attracted more than 500,000 
participants and inspired a national STEM 
effort; 

Whereas the mission of the USA Science & 
Engineering Festival is to reinvigorate the 
interest of the young people of the United 
States in STEM by producing exciting and 
educational science and engineering gath-
erings; and 

Whereas thousands of individuals from uni-
versities, museums and science centers, 
STEM professional societies, educational so-
cieties, government agencies and labora-
tories, community organizations, K-12 
schools, volunteers, corporate and private 
sponsors, and nonprofit organizations have 
come together to organize the inaugural 
USA Science & Engineering Festival across 
the United States, including a 2-day expo-
sition on the National Mall that will feature 
more than 1,500 hands-on activities and more 
than 75 stage shows: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses the support of the Senate for 

the inaugural USA Science & Engineering 
Festival to be held in October 2010 in Wash-
ington, D.C.; 

(2) commends the Nobel Laureates, institu-
tions of higher education, corporate spon-
sors, and all the various organizations whose 
efforts will make the USA Science & Engi-
neering Festival possible; and 

(3) encourages students and their families 
to participate in the activities which will 
take place on the National Mall and across 
the United States at satellite locations as 
part of the inaugural USA Science & Engi-
neering Festival. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 657—CELE-
BRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DEDICATION OF 
THE HOOVER DAM 

Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. ENSIGN, 
and Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 657 

Whereas the Hoover Dam, a concrete arch- 
gravity storage dam, was built in the Black 
Canyon of the Colorado River between the 
States of Nevada and Arizona, forever chang-
ing how water is managed across the West; 

Whereas, on September 30, 1935, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt dedicated the Hoover 
Dam; 

Whereas the construction of the Hoover 
Dam created Lake Mead, a reservoir that can 
store an amount of water that is equal to 2 
years average flow of the Colorado River; 

Whereas the construction of the Hoover 
Dam provided vitally critical flood control, 
water supply, and electrical power and 

helped to create and support the economic 
growth and development of the South-
western United States; 

Whereas the Hoover Dam has prevented an 
estimated $50,000,000,000 in flood damages in 
the Lower Colorado River Basin; 

Whereas the Hoover Dam provides water 
for more than 18,000,000 people and 1,000,000 
acres of farmland in the States of Arizona, 
California, and Nevada and 500,000 acres of 
farmland in Mexico, as well as produces an 
average of 4,000,000,000 kilowatt-hours of hy-
droelectric power each year; 

Whereas the Hoover Dam, an engineering 
marvel at 726.4 feet from bedrock to crest, 
was the highest dam in the world at the time 
the Hoover Dam was constructed; 

Whereas the Hoover Dam is an enduring 
symbol of the ingenuity of the United States 
and the persistence of hardworking Ameri-
cans during the Great Depression; 

Whereas the Hoover Dam is the model for 
major water management projects around 
the world; and 

Whereas the Hoover Dam is registered as a 
National Historic Landmark on the National 
Register of Historic Places and is considered 
1 of 7 modern engineering wonders by the 
American Society of Civil Engineers: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) celebrates and acknowledges the thou-

sands of workers and families that overcame 
difficult working conditions and great chal-
lenges to make construction of the Hoover 
Dam possible; 

(2) celebrates and acknowledges the eco-
nomic, cultural, and historic significance of 
the Hoover Dam; 

(3) recognizes the past, present, and future 
benefits of the construction of the Hoover 
Dam to the agricultural, industrial, and 
urban development of the Southwestern 
United States; and 

(4) joins the States of Arizona, California, 
Nevada, and the people of the United States 
in celebrating the 75th anniversary of the 
dedication of the Hoover Dam. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 658—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 17, 2010, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK’’ 
Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. GRASS-

LEY, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. PRYOR, 
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, and Mrs. MURRAY) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 658 

Whereas the well-being of the United 
States requires that the young people of the 
United States become an involved, caring 
citizenry of good character; 

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent, as violence by 
and against youth increasingly threatens the 
physical and psychological well-being of the 
people of the United States; 

Whereas more than ever, children need 
strong and constructive guidance from their 
families and their communities, including 
schools, youth organizations, religious insti-
tutions, and civic groups; 

Whereas the character of a nation is only 
as strong as the character of its individual 
citizens; 

Whereas the public good is advanced when 
young people are taught the importance of 
good character and the positive effects that 
good character can have in personal relation-
ships, in school, and in the workplace; 

Whereas scholars and educators agree that 
people do not automatically develop good 
character and that, therefore, conscientious 
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth to help young 
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character; 

Whereas although character development 
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities, 
schools, and youth, civic, and human service 
organizations also play an important role in 
fostering and promoting good character; 

Whereas Congress encourages students, 
teachers, parents, youth, and community 
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to 
play a role in determining the future of the 
United States; 

Whereas effective character education is 
based on core ethical values, which form the 
foundation of a democratic society; 

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, 
caring, citizenship, and honesty; 

Whereas elements of character transcend 
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences; 

Whereas the character and conduct of our 
youth reflect the character and conduct of 
society, and, therefore, every adult has the 
responsibility to teach and model ethical 
values and every social institution has the 
responsibility to promote the development of 
good character; 

Whereas Congress encourages individuals 
and organizations, especially those that have 
an interest in the education and training of 
the young people of the United States, to 
adopt the elements of character as intrinsic 
to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society; 

Whereas many schools in the United States 
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to 
integrate the values of their communities 
into their teaching activities; and 

Whereas the establishment of ‘‘National 
Character Counts Week’’, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups, 
and other organizations focus on character 
education, is of great benefit to the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning October 

17, 2010, as ‘‘National Character Counts 
Week’’; and 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States and interested groups— 

(A) to embrace the elements of character 
identified by local schools and communities, 
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and 

(B) to observe the week with appropriate 
ceremonies, programs, and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 659—SUP-
PORTING ‘‘LIGHTS ON AFTER-
SCHOOL’’, A NATIONAL CELEBRA-
TION OF AFTERSCHOOL PRO-
GRAMS 

Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. ENSIGN, 
Mr. AKAKA, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BEGICH, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. LAUTENBERG, 
Mr. CARPER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. BURR, and Mrs. BOXER) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 
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