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pursuant to such individual’s conviction of a 
criminal offense.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this subsection shall apply with re-
spect to employment of prisoners, or entry 
into contract with prisoners, after the date 
that is 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

f 

CLARIFYING AUTHORITY OF THE 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Energy Committee be dis-
charged from H.R. 3940, and the Senate 
then proceed to its immediate consid-
eration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3940) to amend Public Law 96– 

597 to clarify the authority of the Secretary 
of the Interior to extend grants and other as-
sistance to facilitate political status public 
education programs for people of the non- 
self-governing territories of the United 
States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Bingaman substitute 
amendment, which is at the desk, be 
considered and agreed to; the bill, as 
amended, be read three times, passed, 
and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table; that the title amend-
ment at the desk be considered and 
agreed to; and that any statements re-
lating to the measure be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 4669) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 

POLITICAL STATUS EDUCATION IN 
GUAM. 

It is the sense of Congress that the Sec-
retary of the Interior may provide technical 
assistance to the Government of Guam under 
section 601(a) of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to 
authorize appropriations for certain insular 
areas of the United States, and for other pur-
poses’’, approved December 24, 1980 (48 U.S.C. 
1469d(a)), for public education regarding po-
litical status options only if the political 
status options are consistent with the Con-
stitution of the United States. 
SEC. 2. MINIMUM WAGE IN AMERICAN SAMOA 

AND THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS. 

(a) DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE.—Section 
8103(b) of the Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007 
(29 U.S.C. 206 note) (as amended by section 
520 of division D of Public Law 111–117) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)(B), by inserting ‘‘(ex-
cept 2011 when there shall be no increase)’’ 
after ‘‘thereafter’’ the second place it ap-
pears; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)(C), by striking ‘‘except 
that, beginning in 2010’’ and inserting ‘‘ex-
cept that there shall be no such increase in 
2010 or 2011 and, beginning in 2012’’. 

(b) GAO REPORT.—Section 8104 of such Act 
(as amended) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsections (a) and (b) and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(a) REPORT.—The Government Account-
ability Office shall assess the impact of min-
imum wage increases that have occurred 
pursuant to section 8103, and not later than 
September 1, 2011, shall transmit to Congress 
a report of its findings. The Government Ac-
countability Office shall submit subsequent 
reports not later than April 1, 2013, and every 
2 years thereafter until the minimum wage 
in the respective territory meets the federal 
minimum wage.’’; and 

(2) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (b). 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill read a third 
time. 

The bill (H.R. 3940), as amended, was 
read the third time and passed. 

The amendment (No. 4670) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘To clarify 
the availability of existing funds for polit-
ical status education in the Territory of 
Guam, and for other purposes.’’. 

f 

FIVE-STAR GENERALS 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 1177, and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1177) to require the Secretary 

of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition 
of 5 United States Army 5-Star Generals, 
George Marshall, Douglas MacArthur, 
Dwight Eisenhower, Henry ‘‘Hap’’ Arnold, 
and Omar Bradley, alumni of the United 
States Army Command and General Staff 
College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to coin-
cide with the celebration of the 132nd Anni-
versary of the founding of the United States 
Army Command and General Staff College, 
and so forth. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read a third time 
and passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the measure be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 1177) was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

f 

VETERANS’ INSURANCE AND 
HEALTH CARE IMPROVEMENTS 
ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 3219, and the Senate 

proceed to its immediate consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3219) to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the laws administered by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs relating to insurance and 
health care, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I am 
pleased that the Senate is acting on 
H.R. 3219, the proposed ‘‘Veterans’ Ben-
efits Act of 2010.’’ The bill, as it comes 
before the Senate, is a compromise 
agreement developed with our counter-
parts on the House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. I thank Chairman FIL-
NER and Ranking Member BUYER of the 
House Committee for their cooperation 
on this legislation. I also thank my 
good friend, the committee’s ranking 
member, Senator BURR, for his co-
operation as we have developed this 
bill. A full explanation of the Senate 
and House negotiated agreement can be 
found in the Joint Explanatory State-
ment, which I will ask be printed in the 
RECORD at the conclusion of my re-
marks. 

The amended bill, which I will refer 
to as the ‘‘compromise agreement,’’ 
contains ten titles that are designed to 
enhance compensation, housing, labor 
and education, burial, and insurance 
benefits for veterans. I will highlight a 
few of the provisions. 

The compromise agreement would 
make several important improvements 
in insurance programs for disabled vet-
erans. It would increase the maximum 
amount of veterans’ mortgage life in-
surance that a service-connected dis-
abled veteran may purchase from the 
current maximum of $90,000 up to 
$200,000. In the event of the veteran’s 
death, the veteran’s family would be 
protected because VA will pay the bal-
ance of the mortgage owed up to the 
maximum amount of insurance pur-
chased. The need for this increase is 
obvious in today’s housing market. 

In addition, this legislation would in-
crease the amount of supplemental life 
insurance available to totally disabled 
veterans from $20,000 to $30,000. Many 
totally disabled veterans find it dif-
ficult to obtain commercial life insur-
ance. This legislation would provide 
these veterans with a reasonable 
amount of life insurance coverage. 

This benefits package also includes a 
provision that will expand eligibility 
for retroactive benefits from traumatic 
injury protection coverage under the 
Servicemembers’ Group Life Insurance 
program, commonly referred to as 
TSGLI. Section 1032 of Public Law 109– 
13, the Emergency Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act for Defense, the Glob-
al War on Terror, and Tsunami Relief, 
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