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Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I am 

pleased to yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Idaho 
(Mr. MINNICK). 

Mr. MINNICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 4072, the AMERICA 
Works Act. This is a bill that would di-
rect the use of already-appropriated 
funds within the Carl Perkins Voca-
tional Technical Education Act to pre-
pare American workers with the skills 
necessary to qualify for the increas-
ingly high-tech jobs available in the 
21st century. It would do so by making 
available Federal funds from these pro-
grams to obtain nationally recognized 
industry credentials acceptable any-
where in the country. 

Under this bill, training would con-
tinue to be done by technical schools, 
universities, and union-sponsored jour-
neyman programs in coordination with 
companies and business groups. A weld-
er trained in a junior college in Mary-
land would have a certificate quali-
fying him to work in a machine shop in 
Idaho. An AmeriCorps trained diesel 
mechanic in my State could get an 
auto mechanic’s job in yours. 

American workers are the best in the 
world. They are resilient, innovative 
and hardworking, but they must be 
properly trained and have widely ac-
cepted and understood credentials 
making them employable anywhere. 
This bill will ensure that Federal job 
training is used to provide hard-
working Americans desiring training 
with the certificates, degrees, and cre-
dentials American industry needs to 
fill the sophisticated technical jobs 
available in today’s business world. 

I thank my colleague from Louisiana 
for his support and the gentlewoman 
from Hawaii for her leadership, and 
urge my colleagues to support this bi-
partisan commonsense legislation. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to promote America’s 
workforce competitiveness by calling for meas-
ures that modernize our job training programs 
and prepare workers with the skills they need 
to succeed in the 21st century global econ-
omy. The bill before us, the AMERICA Works 
Act, H.R. 4072, would develop the technical 
workforce necessary to strengthen and attract 
in-demand industries in the United States, and 
create good jobs in regional economies across 
the country. 

Our Nation’s economic recovery remains ex-
tremely fragile. According to last month’s jobs 
report, 42 percent of the nearly 15 million peo-
ple have been unemployed for 6 months or 
longer. Despite large numbers of individuals 
looking for jobs, the staffing firm Manpower, 
Inc., found in a recent survey that one in five 
employers have left positions unfilled because 
they did not believe qualified candidates ex-
isted. Especially employers in key industries 
such as manufacturing, healthcare, and en-
ergy report difficulty finding workers with ap-
propriate skill sets. With unemployment rates 
expected to remain high for months to come, 

investing in targeted job training that matches 
labor market demand is an economic strategy 
needed for a strong and sustained recovery. 

Employers rely on a pipeline of skilled work-
ers to drive innovation, increase productivity, 
and remain globally competitive. At the same 
time, individuals need the skills and creden-
tials to fill these jobs. According to the Virginia 
Council on Advanced Technology Skills, which 
include companies such as Micron Tech-
nology, Inc., and Boehringer Ingelheim Chemi-
cals, more than 40,000 manufacturing jobs 
could open up in the region over the next few 
years. The industry group is currently devel-
oping an assessment to determine what skills 
employers require and help students learn 
what skills they need to increase their job 
prospects and increase their salary when they 
are hired. The goal is to be able to match 
workers with the core skills and industry-rec-
ognized credentials for employers that have 
job openings. Addressing the current skills 
mismatch, according to the president of the 
Minneapolis Federal Reserve Bank, could re-
duce national unemployment from 9.6 percent 
to as low as 6.5 percent. 

The AMERICA Works Act will help workers 
and employers like the industry group in 
Viriginia as well as other industry-sector part-
nerships fill the skills gap by honing in on the 
importance of industry-recognized, portable 
credentials. Specifically, the bill would direct 
the use of public funds for designated pro-
grams within the Carl D. Perkins Vocational- 
Technical Education Act and the Workforce In-
vestment Act to prepare individuals with the 
core skills necessary to obtain good, middle- 
class jobs. This bill complements other efforts, 
including sector strategies, which support local 
partnerships between business, labor, the 
workforce system, and education and training 
providers to ensure that workers have the 
skills employers need to compete in the global 
marketplace. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Congressman 
MINNICK and Congressman LEE for introducing 
this legislation that invests in the skills of 
America’s workers. I urge my colleagues to 
continue to advance education and training 
measures that build America’s workforce and 
strengthen the economy. 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, in closing, 
I would once again urge my colleagues 
to support the AMERICA Works Act. 
At a time when unemployment is high, 
we need to do everything we can to en-
able our workers not only to be 
trained, but to be able to utilize that 
training anywhere in our country. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4072, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 

Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF 
SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAMS 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 3839) to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of pro-
grams under the Small Business Act 
and the Small Business Investment Act 
of 1958, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 3839 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY EXTEN-

SION OF AUTHORIZATION OF PRO-
GRAMS UNDER THE SMALL BUSI-
NESS ACT AND THE SMALL BUSI-
NESS INVESTMENT ACT OF 1958. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1 of the Act enti-
tled ‘‘An Act to extend temporarily certain 
authorities of the Small Business Adminis-
tration’’, approved October 10, 2006 (Public 
Law 109–316; 120 Stat. 1742), as most recently 
amended by section 1 of Public Law 111–214 
(124 Stat. 2346), is amended by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2010’’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘January 31, 2011’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
September 29, 2010. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. VELÁZQUEZ) and the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. CAS-
SIDY) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the role of small busi-
nesses in moving the economy forward 
has never been more important. Mak-
ing up over 99 percent of all U.S. firms, 
they are critical to innovation, wealth 
creation, and, most importantly, em-
ployment gains. 

As the economy continues to show 
signs of resurgence, we need to make 
certain that entrepreneurs have the 
right tools to make the most out of the 
recovery. The legislation before us ex-
tends the authorization of the several 
important Small Business Administra-
tion programs which are key to sup-
porting entrepreneurs across the coun-
try. Through the agency’s initiatives, 
entrepreneurs are able to get a loan, 
secure a federal contact, and receive 
expert technical assistance. 
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The SBA is unique in that many of 

its programs work through resource 
partners. These partners, including 
training centers and community banks, 
are essential to the delivery of the 
agency’s services to the small business 
community. 

b 1900 

Through this public-private network, 
entrepreneurs are able to gain access 
to resources nationwide with the 
knowledge that the SBA stands behind 
these tools and services. This combina-
tion is a powerful one for small busi-
nesses, and it is the reason we need to 
extend the agency. 

In the House, we have passed 14 bills 
since the beginning of the 111th Con-
gress. However, because we have not 
completed work with the Senate on 
these matters, we must extend the 
SBA’s programs. This legislation will 
make certain that the SBA keeps oper-
ating. We cannot afford any of these 
services to lapse just as our recovery is 
getting off the ground. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes,’’ 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CASSIDY. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the chairwoman’s request to suspend 
the rules and pass S. 3839. The legisla-
tion provides a 4-month extension of 
all of these Small Business Adminis-
tration’s programs until January 31, 
2011. This is a necessary measure as the 
extension we passed last July expires 
September 30. 

America’s small businesses are strug-
gling in this tough economy. Employ-
ers are having a tough time accurately 
predicting costs and revenues, making 
them hesitant to hire new workers or 
to take steps to expand their busi-
nesses. 

It is time to show our small business 
owners that we recognize and support 
the essential roles that they play in 
our economy. We can do so by approv-
ing this temporary extension of SBA 
programs, and then we must continue 
our work by crafting and implementing 
a more thoughtful and complete reau-
thorization of these critical programs. 

Again, I support the chairwoman’s 
request to pass S. 3839, and I urge all 
Members to vote for the measure. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. I yield back the 

balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 3839. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL WA-
TERWAYS CONFERENCE ON ITS 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1639) recognizing 
the contributions of the National Wa-
terways Conference on the occasion of 
its 50th anniversary, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1639 

Whereas the Corps of Engineers (Corps) is 
the Nation’s premier water resources agency, 
charged by the Congress with responsibility 
over its 3 principal mission areas of naviga-
tion, flood damage reduction, and environ-
mental restoration; 

Whereas the Corps is responsible for the 
maintenance of more than 11,000 miles of 
channels in 41 States for commercial naviga-
tion, the operation of locks at 230 individual 
sites, the maintenance of over 300 deep-draft 
commercial harbors and over 600 shallow- 
draft, coastal, and inland harbors, and the 
maintenance of over 8,500 miles of flood dam-
age reduction structures, including levees; 

Whereas the vast array of navigation and 
flood damage reduction infrastructure is im-
portant to the security and vitality of the 
Nation’s economy and overall prosperity; 

Whereas the Corps’ environmental restora-
tion mission seeks to achieve environmental 
sustainability, to promote balance and syn-
ergy among human development activities 
and natural systems, and to maintain a 
healthy, diverse, and sustainable condition 
necessary to support life; 

Whereas the authorization for critical 
navigation, flood damage reduction, environ-
mental restoration, and other water-related 
projects and studies carried out by the Corps 
is typically included in a water resources de-
velopment act; 

Whereas throughout the Corps’ history, 
water resources development acts have pro-
vided the Corps with the authority to carry 
out nationally significant projects that have 
improved the economic prosperity of the Na-
tion, have protected its citizenry from the 
threat of flooding and coastal storms, and 
have put in place environmental restoration 
efforts for many of the Nation’s national 
treasures; 

Whereas it is the tradition of the House of 
Representatives to consider a water re-
sources development act in every Congress 
to address current and future needs for 
water-related projects and policy changes, 
including the historic override of a Presi-
dential veto of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–114); 

Whereas continued and increased invest-
ment in the Nation’s water-related infra-
structure is essential for meeting the crit-
ical navigation, flood damage reduction, en-
vironmental restoration, and other water-re-
lated needs of the Nation, as well as to en-
sure the economic security and quality of 
life of American families; 

Whereas the National Waterways Con-
ference was established in 1960 to advocate 
before the Congress for ‘‘common-sense 
water resources policies that maximize the 
economic and environmental value’’ of the 
Nation’s inland, coastal, and Great Lakes 
waterways; 

Whereas the Conference supports contin-
ued congressional attention in meeting the 

Nation’s water-related needs, including navi-
gation, flood damage reduction and risk 
management, environmental protection and 
restoration, hydroelectric power, recreation, 
and water supply; 

Whereas the Conference is guided by the 
purpose of promoting a better understanding 
of the public value of the United States wa-
terways system and to document the impor-
tance of farsighted navigation and water re-
sources policies to a vibrant economy, indus-
trial and agricultural productivity, regional 
development, environmental quality, energy 
conservation, international trade, defense 
preparedness, and the overall national inter-
est; 

Whereas the Conference strives to main-
tain a diverse membership that reflects 
many of the uses of the Nation’s waterways, 
including flood control associations, levee 
boards, waterways shippers and carriers, in-
dustry and regional associations, port au-
thorities, shipyards, dredging contractors, 
regional water districts, engineering con-
sultants, and local governments; 

Whereas the Conference has been a con-
sistent advocate for continued investment in 
the Nation’s water-related infrastructure, in-
cluding its strong support for robust appro-
priations for the Corps of Engineers’ Civil 
Works program; 

Whereas the Conference serves as an effec-
tive national advocate for water resources- 
related policy and law; and 

Whereas the Conference recognizes that 
regular authorization of a water resources 
development act is ‘‘essential to our nation’s 
environmental well-being and our economic 
vitality’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the value of the Corps of En-
gineers and its civil works mission to the 
economic prosperity and sustainable envi-
ronmental health of the Nation; 

(2) recognizes the contributions of the Na-
tional Waterways Conference in the formula-
tion of the Nation’s water resources-related 
policies and programs for the Corps’ civil 
works mission and its advocacy for contin-
ued and increased investment in meeting the 
water resource needs of the Nation; and 

(3) commends the National Waterways 
Conference on the occasion of its 50th anni-
versary. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. SCHAUER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ- 
BALART) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on House Resolution 1639. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCHAUER. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 1639 

recognizes the contributions of the Na-
tional Waterways Conference as it cele-
brates its 50th anniversary. 
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