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Mr. FILNER. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
I just wanted to thank the gentle-

lady, frankly, for not only her persist-
ence in this particular benefit that is 
so important but, as I understand it, 
the Las Vegas veterans hospital is 
under construction. 

You fought for that for more than a 
decade and it is finally going to be 
built. When does it open? 

I yield to the gentlewoman. 
Ms. BERKLEY. It is going to be com-

pleted at the end of 2011 and opened in 
2012. 

Mr. FILNER. We applaud again your 
persistence for that. We know the vet-
erans in Las Vegas and surroundings 
are going to be well served. 

Ms. BERKLEY. I hope you join us for 
the grand opening. 

Mr. FILNER. I thank the gentle-
woman. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I would like to take the opportunity 

to thank the highly capable staff of the 
House Veterans Affairs Committee, not 
only the full committee, but also the 
subcommittees. It seems that each ses-
sion of Congress both bodies pass so 
many different individual pieces of leg-
islation that we have picked up as a 
now regular course of doing business 
creating an omnibus bill. 

b 2050 

So we do a puts and takes, back and 
forth between the House and the Sen-
ate, and we actually then create a 
much larger bill that we then bring to 
the floor that can best serve the inter-
ests of America’s veterans. 

And that’s in fact what we have here. 
This is really a very good bill. I 
couldn’t begin to tell you, Mr. Speaker, 
how many hours have gone into the de-
velopment of this bill. It is a bipartisan 
bill. I really appreciate the work of not 
only my colleagues in the Senate, but 
also their staff. 

At this time I would specifically like 
to mention the leadership of Colonel 
Malcom Shorter. I would like to thank 
you for your leadership, sir, on the 
committee. I recognize it and it is ap-
preciated. And to your counterpart, 
your pilot, an Air Force colonel him-
self, Kingston Smith, the Republican 
House staff director. The two staff di-
rectors I think worked very well to-
gether, both having worn the uniform. 
You don’t get caught down in the 
fights between political parties. You 
think about serving the men and 
women in uniform. And for that I want 
to congratulate both of you for keeping 
everyone focused. 

I also want to thank David Tucker. 
David is someone that I have known 
for a lot of years on the committee. I 
find him to be a man of distinct honor 
and integrity. You have always been a 
very straight shooter, David. Also, he 

is one whereby if in fact you raise an 
issue of law or I have raised an issue of 
law, we diligently dive into it and we 
get our interpretations and we also get 
Kingston Smith for his read. But I have 
had a distinct pleasure, David, of work-
ing with you over the years, and I want 
to recognize your valuable contribu-
tion not only in this bill, but what you 
have done over the years. I consider 
your talent valuable, but I consider 
your friendship even more. 

To Juan Lara, the Subcommittee on 
Economic Opportunity, the staff direc-
tor, thank you very much for your 
work with Mike Brinck on the Sub-
committee on Economic Opportunity. 
Not only do you two work together, 
but you also take the leads of STEPH-
ANIE HERSETH SANDLIN and Dr. BOOZ-
MAN. And, as I said many times, this 
subcommittee sets the pace not only 
for the House Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee itself, but I think you set the 
pace for the entire Congress. This little 
subcommittee, how you work together 
interoperably, you can’t even tell who 
is a Republican and who is a Democrat. 
For that, I congratulate you. I think 
America would rejoice and may even be 
surprised that somebody in this town 
thinks about being an American first. 
So I want to thank you for your leader-
ship and being a pacesetter. 

Kimberly Ross, the Subcommittee on 
Disability Assistance and Memorial Af-
fairs staff director, along with Brian 
Lawrence, the Subcommittee on Dis-
ability Assistance Republican Staff Di-
rector, both are also pacesetters and 
don’t always get all the attention that 
they should. Brian, along with Mike 
Brinck, these are two individuals that 
are also incredibly talented. Mike, I 
really appreciate all the years that I 
have had the opportunity to work with 
you. And, Jon, I would say for you, 
you’re an individual for whom much is 
expected. I truly believe that. 

I guess I am at that point in my ca-
reer, Mr. Speaker, that I am being a 
little nostalgic because I recognize in-
dividuals, that their diligence, hard 
work, it’s invaluable to the committee; 
it’s invaluable to Congress. There’s a 
reason that we call them professional 
staff, because that’s exactly what they 
are. They are very professional in their 
work. Both committees can actually go 
to a professional staffer and they’re 
going to tell them exactly the read or 
give them the recommendation for the 
best interest in how to serve the Na-
tion. And so these individuals whom I 
have read truly live up to the status of 
being a professional staffer here in 
Congress. 

I also recognize that this is probably 
the last markup I will have with the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee. I 
want to share this. It has truly been a 
distinct honor to serve the Nation’s 
veterans, Mr. Speaker. I serve the men 
and women who wear the military uni-
form. I help take care of their families, 

the spouses, the children, the widows, 
the orphans, the consequences of war, 
the consequences of their service; and 
it has been a distinct honor to work 
with a lot of very talented people to do 
that. 

I get upset at times in the com-
mittee, and I can have disagreements 
even with my friends in the veterans 
service organizations when individuals 
play their politics or they don’t follow 
the rules or they don’t follow the proc-
ess. And we’re meant to be a bipartisan 
committee. When that doesn’t happen, 
I can get really upset pretty quick. 

So I’ll end with saying that, Mr. 
Speaker, it has been a distinct honor. I 
have also enjoyed serving with you, 
JESSE. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FILNER. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know that we’ll 
be in session again before Veterans Day 
on November 11. This is a bill that will 
really raise the level of standards for 
all of our Nation’s veterans; and we can 
look at it as, I think, a perfect gift 
that can be delivered on Veterans Day. 
So I ask my colleagues to unanimously 
support H.R. 3219. 

I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ments to the bill, H.R. 3219. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
amendments were concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has agreed to a concur-
rent resolution of the House of the fol-
lowing title. 

H. Con. Res. 321. Concurrent resolution 
providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with amendments in 
which the concurrence of the House is 
requested, a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title: 

H.R. 3081. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2010, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

M.R. ‘‘BUCKY’’ WALTERS POST 
OFFICE 

Mr. DRIEHAUS. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to withdraw my motion to 
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suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6014) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 212 Main Street in Hartman, 
Arkansas, as the ‘‘M.R. ‘Bucky’ Wal-
ters Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The mo-
tion is withdrawn. 

f 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND 
SPACE ADMINISTRATION AU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2010 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (S. 3729) to authorize 
the programs of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration for 
fiscal years 2011 through 2013, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 3729 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration Authorization Act of 2010’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings. 
Sec. 3. Definitions. 

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION OF 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Sec. 101. Fiscal year 2011. 
Sec. 102. Fiscal year 2012. 
Sec. 103. Fiscal year 2013. 

TITLE II—POLICY, GOALS, AND OBJEC-
TIVES FOR HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT AND 
EXPLORATION 

Sec. 201. United States human space flight 
policy. 

Sec. 202. Goals and objectives. 
Sec. 203. Assurance of core capabilities. 
Sec. 204. Independent study on human explo-

ration of space. 

TITLE III—EXPANSION OF HUMAN SPACE 
FLIGHT BEYOND THE INTERNATIONAL 
SPACE STATION AND LOW-EARTH 
ORBIT 

Sec. 301. Human space flight beyond low- 
Earth orbit. 

Sec. 302. Space Launch System as follow-on 
launch vehicle to the Space 
Shuttle. 

Sec. 303. Multi-purpose crew vehicle. 
Sec. 304. Utilization of existing workforce 

and assets in development of 
Space Launch System and 
multi-purpose crew vehicle. 

Sec. 305. NASA launch support and infra-
structure modernization pro-
gram. 

Sec. 306. Report on effects of transition to 
Space Launch System on the 
solid and liquid rocket motor 
industrial bases. 

Sec. 307. Sense of Congress on other tech-
nology and robotic elements in 
human space flight and explo-
ration. 

Sec. 308. Development of technologies and 
in-space capabilities for beyond 
near-Earth space missions. 

Sec. 309. Report requirement. 

TITLE IV—DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF 
COMMERCIAL CREW AND CARGO 
TRANSPORTATION CAPABILITIES 

Sec. 401. Commercial Cargo Development 
program. 

Sec. 402. Commercial Crew Development 
program. 

Sec. 403. Requirements applicable to devel-
opment of commercial crew 
transportation capabilities and 
services. 

Sec. 404. Report on International Space Sta-
tion cargo return capability. 

TITLE V—CONTINUATION, SUPPORT, AND 
EVOLUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
SPACE STATION 

Sec. 501. Continuation of the International 
Space Station through 2020. 

Sec. 502. Maximum utilization of the Inter-
national Space Station. 

Sec. 503. Maintenance of the United States 
segment and assurance of con-
tinued operations of the Inter-
national Space Station. 

Sec. 504. Management of the ISS national 
laboratory. 

TITLE VI—SPACE SHUTTLE 
RETIREMENT AND TRANSITION 

Sec. 601. Sense of Congress on the Space 
Shuttle program. 

Sec. 602. Retirement of Space Shuttle orbit-
ers and transition of Space 
Shuttle program. 

Sec. 603. Disposition of orbiter vehicles. 
TITLE VII—EARTH SCIENCE 

Sec. 701. Sense of Congress. 
Sec. 702. Interagency collaboration imple-

mentation approach. 
Sec. 703. Transitioning experimental re-

search to operations. 
Sec. 704. Decadal survey missions implemen-

tation for Earth observation. 
Sec. 705. Expansion of Earth science applica-

tions. 
Sec. 706. Instrument test-beds and venture 

class missions. 
Sec. 707. Sense of Congress on NPOESS fol-

low-on program. 

TITLE VIII—SPACE SCIENCE 

Sec. 801. Technology development. 
Sec. 802. Suborbital research activities. 
Sec. 803. Overall science portfolio-sense of 

the Congress. 
Sec. 804. In-space servicing. 
Sec. 805. Decadal results. 
Sec. 806. On-going restoration of radioiso-

tope thermoelectric generator 
material production. 

Sec. 807. Collaboration with ESMD and 
SOMD on robotic missions. 

Sec. 808. Near-Earth object survey and pol-
icy with respect to threats 
posed. 

Sec. 809. Space weather. 

TITLE IX—AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
TECHNOLOGY 

Sec. 901. Sense of Congress. 
Sec. 902. Aeronautics research goals. 
Sec. 903. Research collaboration. 
Sec. 904. Goal for agency space technology. 
Sec. 905. Implementation plan for agency 

space technology. 
Sec. 906. National space technology policy. 
Sec. 907. Commercial reusable suborbital re-

search program. 

TITLE X—EDUCATION 

Sec. 1001. Report on education implementa-
tion outcomes. 

Sec. 1002. Sense of Congress on the Experi-
mental Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research. 

Sec. 1003. Science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics commercial 
orbital platform program. 

TITLE XI—RESCOPING AND REVITAL-
IZING INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES 

Sec. 1101. Sense of Congress. 
Sec. 1102. Institutional requirements study. 
Sec. 1103. NASA capabilities study require-

ment. 
Sec. 1104. Sense of Congress on community 

transition support. 
Sec. 1105. Workforce stabilization and crit-

ical skills preservation. 

TITLE XII—OTHER MATTERS 

Sec. 1201. Report on space traffic manage-
ment. 

Sec. 1202. National and international orbital 
debris mitigation. 

Sec. 1203. Reports on program and cost as-
sessment and control assess-
ment. 

Sec. 1204. Eligibility for service of individual 
currently serving as Adminis-
trator of NASA. 

Sec. 1205. Sense of Congress on independent 
verification and validation of 
NASA software. 

Sec. 1206. Counterfeit parts. 
Sec. 1207. Information security. 
Sec. 1208. National Center for Human Per-

formance. 
Sec. 1209. Enhanced-use Leasing. 
Sec. 1210. Sense of Congress concerning the 

Stennis Space Center. 

TITLE XIII—COMPLIANCE WITH 
STATUTORY PAY-AS-YOU-GO ACT OF 2010 

Sec. 1301. Compliance provision. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The United States human space flight 

program has, since the first Mercury flight 
on May 5, 1961, been a source of pride and in-
spiration for the Nation. 

(2) The establishment of and commitment 
to human exploration goals is essential for 
providing the necessary long term focus and 
programmatic consistency and robustness of 
the United States civilian space program. 

(3) The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration is and should remain a 
multi-mission agency with a balanced and 
robust set of core missions in science, aero-
nautics, and human space flight and explo-
ration. 

(4) In the 50 years since the establishment 
of NASA, the arena of space has evolved sub-
stantially. As the uses and users of space 
continue to expand, the issues and oper-
ations in the regions closest to Earth have 
become increasingly complex, with a grow-
ing number of overlaps between civil, com-
mercial and national security activities. 
These developments present opportunities 
and challenges to the space activities of 
NASA and the United States. 

(5) The extraordinary challenges of achiev-
ing access to space both motivated and ac-
celerated the development of technologies 
and industrial capabilities that have had 
widespread applications which have contrib-
uted to the technological excellence of the 
United States. It is essential to tie space ac-
tivity to human challenges ranging from en-
hancing the influence, relationships, secu-
rity, economic development, and commerce 
of the United States to improving the overall 
human condition. 

(6) It is essential to the economic well- 
being of the United States that the aero-
space industrial capacity, highly skilled 
workforce, and embedded expertise remain 
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