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Mr. FILNER. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
I just wanted to thank the gentle-

lady, frankly, for not only her persist-
ence in this particular benefit that is 
so important but, as I understand it, 
the Las Vegas veterans hospital is 
under construction. 

You fought for that for more than a 
decade and it is finally going to be 
built. When does it open? 

I yield to the gentlewoman. 
Ms. BERKLEY. It is going to be com-

pleted at the end of 2011 and opened in 
2012. 

Mr. FILNER. We applaud again your 
persistence for that. We know the vet-
erans in Las Vegas and surroundings 
are going to be well served. 

Ms. BERKLEY. I hope you join us for 
the grand opening. 

Mr. FILNER. I thank the gentle-
woman. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I would like to take the opportunity 

to thank the highly capable staff of the 
House Veterans Affairs Committee, not 
only the full committee, but also the 
subcommittees. It seems that each ses-
sion of Congress both bodies pass so 
many different individual pieces of leg-
islation that we have picked up as a 
now regular course of doing business 
creating an omnibus bill. 
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So we do a puts and takes, back and 
forth between the House and the Sen-
ate, and we actually then create a 
much larger bill that we then bring to 
the floor that can best serve the inter-
ests of America’s veterans. 

And that’s in fact what we have here. 
This is really a very good bill. I 
couldn’t begin to tell you, Mr. Speaker, 
how many hours have gone into the de-
velopment of this bill. It is a bipartisan 
bill. I really appreciate the work of not 
only my colleagues in the Senate, but 
also their staff. 

At this time I would specifically like 
to mention the leadership of Colonel 
Malcom Shorter. I would like to thank 
you for your leadership, sir, on the 
committee. I recognize it and it is ap-
preciated. And to your counterpart, 
your pilot, an Air Force colonel him-
self, Kingston Smith, the Republican 
House staff director. The two staff di-
rectors I think worked very well to-
gether, both having worn the uniform. 
You don’t get caught down in the 
fights between political parties. You 
think about serving the men and 
women in uniform. And for that I want 
to congratulate both of you for keeping 
everyone focused. 

I also want to thank David Tucker. 
David is someone that I have known 
for a lot of years on the committee. I 
find him to be a man of distinct honor 
and integrity. You have always been a 
very straight shooter, David. Also, he 

is one whereby if in fact you raise an 
issue of law or I have raised an issue of 
law, we diligently dive into it and we 
get our interpretations and we also get 
Kingston Smith for his read. But I have 
had a distinct pleasure, David, of work-
ing with you over the years, and I want 
to recognize your valuable contribu-
tion not only in this bill, but what you 
have done over the years. I consider 
your talent valuable, but I consider 
your friendship even more. 

To Juan Lara, the Subcommittee on 
Economic Opportunity, the staff direc-
tor, thank you very much for your 
work with Mike Brinck on the Sub-
committee on Economic Opportunity. 
Not only do you two work together, 
but you also take the leads of STEPH-
ANIE HERSETH SANDLIN and Dr. BOOZ-
MAN. And, as I said many times, this 
subcommittee sets the pace not only 
for the House Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee itself, but I think you set the 
pace for the entire Congress. This little 
subcommittee, how you work together 
interoperably, you can’t even tell who 
is a Republican and who is a Democrat. 
For that, I congratulate you. I think 
America would rejoice and may even be 
surprised that somebody in this town 
thinks about being an American first. 
So I want to thank you for your leader-
ship and being a pacesetter. 

Kimberly Ross, the Subcommittee on 
Disability Assistance and Memorial Af-
fairs staff director, along with Brian 
Lawrence, the Subcommittee on Dis-
ability Assistance Republican Staff Di-
rector, both are also pacesetters and 
don’t always get all the attention that 
they should. Brian, along with Mike 
Brinck, these are two individuals that 
are also incredibly talented. Mike, I 
really appreciate all the years that I 
have had the opportunity to work with 
you. And, Jon, I would say for you, 
you’re an individual for whom much is 
expected. I truly believe that. 

I guess I am at that point in my ca-
reer, Mr. Speaker, that I am being a 
little nostalgic because I recognize in-
dividuals, that their diligence, hard 
work, it’s invaluable to the committee; 
it’s invaluable to Congress. There’s a 
reason that we call them professional 
staff, because that’s exactly what they 
are. They are very professional in their 
work. Both committees can actually go 
to a professional staffer and they’re 
going to tell them exactly the read or 
give them the recommendation for the 
best interest in how to serve the Na-
tion. And so these individuals whom I 
have read truly live up to the status of 
being a professional staffer here in 
Congress. 

I also recognize that this is probably 
the last markup I will have with the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee. I 
want to share this. It has truly been a 
distinct honor to serve the Nation’s 
veterans, Mr. Speaker. I serve the men 
and women who wear the military uni-
form. I help take care of their families, 

the spouses, the children, the widows, 
the orphans, the consequences of war, 
the consequences of their service; and 
it has been a distinct honor to work 
with a lot of very talented people to do 
that. 

I get upset at times in the com-
mittee, and I can have disagreements 
even with my friends in the veterans 
service organizations when individuals 
play their politics or they don’t follow 
the rules or they don’t follow the proc-
ess. And we’re meant to be a bipartisan 
committee. When that doesn’t happen, 
I can get really upset pretty quick. 

So I’ll end with saying that, Mr. 
Speaker, it has been a distinct honor. I 
have also enjoyed serving with you, 
JESSE. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FILNER. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know that we’ll 
be in session again before Veterans Day 
on November 11. This is a bill that will 
really raise the level of standards for 
all of our Nation’s veterans; and we can 
look at it as, I think, a perfect gift 
that can be delivered on Veterans Day. 
So I ask my colleagues to unanimously 
support H.R. 3219. 

I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ments to the bill, H.R. 3219. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
amendments were concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has agreed to a concur-
rent resolution of the House of the fol-
lowing title. 

H. Con. Res. 321. Concurrent resolution 
providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with amendments in 
which the concurrence of the House is 
requested, a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title: 

H.R. 3081. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of State, foreign oper-
ations, and related programs for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2010, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

M.R. ‘‘BUCKY’’ WALTERS POST 
OFFICE 

Mr. DRIEHAUS. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to withdraw my motion to 
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