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This legislation also fails to provide the 

agency with the option of a government-vehi-
cle back-up should the commercial sector be 
unable to satisfactorily provide the services for 
which they were hired. The Augustine Com-
mission—the Commission President Obama 
tasked with reviewing future human space 
flight plans—believed it would be too risky to 
rely solely on the commercial sector and sug-
gested including a government back-up option. 

Providing more money to the commercial 
sector without the necessary safety and regu-
latory safeguards could come at the expense 
of other in-house, long-lead research and de-
velopment programs. 

I cannot support legislation that provides the 
government with no other option than to rely 
exclusively on the commercial sector. I will 
continue to work with appropriators to pre-
serve and protect civil servant jobs at NASA 
and I urge my colleagues to oppose this bill. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today, I voted 
against S. 3729, the NASA Reauthorization 
Act because it will ultimately add $230 billion 
to our deficit to under the ruse that we must 
land a man on Mars. 

In 2004, President Bush announced his Mis-
sion to Mars initiative, with a goal of manned 
space flight to the moon and then to Mars. 
What President Bush didn’t reveal was the fu-
ture costs of Mission to Mars that would swell 
to astronomic levels and create further havoc 
with the federal budget. 

With our economy still in a ditch and our na-
tional debt having doubled in the last 8 years, 
the United States cannot afford to begin a new 
space cowboy adventure. It is only reasonable 
that we reassess our budget priorities, just as 
millions of struggling Americans are reas-
sessing theirs. Tough choices must be made, 
and manned space expeditions are not worth 
expanded deficit spending. 

A 2008 report from the Government Ac-
countability Office reported that NASA has es-
timated the total cost of the planned Mission 
to Mars, will have a final cost of over $230 bil-
lion. That is not affordable in even the best of 
economic times. 

In response to this breathtaking cost esti-
mate, I attached an amendment to the 2008 
NASA Reauthorization directing the Congres-
sional Budget Office to update its budgetary 
analysis on NASA’s near term exploration 
plans for the moon. 

CBO reported that the average NASA pro-
gram experiences a 50% cost growth over ini-
tial budget estimates, with some programs ex-
periencing a final cost of almost 250% over 
initial estimates. It goes on to state that in 
order for NASA to meet its current schedule to 
get to the moon, it would have t spend $110 
billion through 2020. 

Americans need to know that in these un-
certain times we are doing everything we can 
to restore fiscal discipline and put our econ-
omy back on track. We’ve been to the moon, 
and we do not need to spend $110 billion to 
go there again. We certainly can’t afford the 
$230 billion to go to Mars. 

S. 3729, continues the costly Constellation 
program and specifically insists on the devel-
opment of heavy-lift rockets. This bill keeps 
alive a program that should be eliminated. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to support our national 

space industry. This industry is now facing a 
crisis point. 

S. 3729, the NASA Authorization Act, gives 
NASA direction so the agency, contractors, 
and employees can plan for the future. 

This bill will give NASA direction for foresee-
able future. I am pleased that the ability to ex-
cite students and inspire our nation’s youth to 
enter careers in STEM will continue. Being an 
astronaut or a rocket scientist are some the 
most exciting job descriptions one can have. 
This bill allows children to dream of becoming 
one of them again. 

The bill contains an extra $50 million for the 
Space Technology Program led by NASA’s 
new Chief Technology Officer, Bobby Braun, 
to include hundreds of scholarships allowing 
students to study math, science, and engi-
neering. Minority education funding has been 
stable and this bill calls for the continuation of 
these programs. NASA and Administrator 
Bolden continue to actively support these pro-
grams and the Administration will work to en-
sure future funding is consistent with the 
President’s request. 

In addition this bill keeps shuttle employees 
and contractors in place for a while longer, 
sustains exploration funding. The country 
gains from launches and this bill continues 
those. This bill provides funding to upgrade 
critical infrastructure at Kennedy Space Center 
for the future of the space industry. Also, the 
bill extends the life of the International Space 
Station. The science we have received from 
the International Space Station is invaluable 
and this bill continues that project. 

We need to pass this bill now. Science and 
space exploration wait for no one, not even 
politicians. We cannot let the perfect be the 
enemy of the good. 

NASA serves a vital role in our economy 
and education system. Therefore, please join 
me in voting Yes on S. 3729. 

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, it is with regret that 
I must rise in opposition to the NASA reau-
thorization bill we have before us today. The 
space program plays a critical role in driving 
innovation as well as inspiring our nation’s 
young people to strive for careers in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics. 
Unfortunately, the bill before us today places 
these vital missions in jeopardy. 

I strongly oppose the cancellation of the 
human spaceflight program. The Senate’s bill, 
which was drafted without any House input, 
places too much faith in the private sector to 
deliver astronauts and cargo to space. By con-
trast, the bill approved by the House Science 
and Technology Committee ensured that there 
would continue to be a publicly owned human 
spaceflight capability developed following the 
retirement of the space shuttle. There are un-
told advancements in health care, energy, and 
environmental preservation to be gained from 
ongoing human research in space. 

I am also concerned that the Senate’s bill 
does not include language ensuring that re-
tired space shuttles will be allocated fairly to 
museums and educational institutions across 
the country. The space program is a national 
treasure, supported with the tax dollars of 
each and every American. As such, I believe 
geographic diversity should be a consideration 
in the allocation of retired shuttles, so I offered 
an amendment that was adopted in committee 

to ensure it would be. Unfortunately, the bill 
before us today includes no such protections, 
giving unfair preference to some regions while 
leaving much of the rest of the country effec-
tively out of the running. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in opposing 
S. 3729. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GORDON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 3729. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO H.R. 
3081, CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2011 

Mr. PERLMUTTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 111–655) on the 
resolution (H.Res. 1682) providing for 
consideration of the Senate amend-
ments to the bill (H.R. 3081) making ap-
propriations for the Department of 
State, foreign operations, and related 
programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2010, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

DELAYING MINIMUM WAGE IN-
CREASE IN AMERICAN SAMOA 
AND NORTHERN MARIANA IS-
LANDS 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ments to the bill (H.R. 3940) to author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to ex-
tend grants and other assistance to fa-
cilitate a political status public edu-
cation program for the people of Guam. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendments 

is as follows: 
Senate amendments: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 

POLITICAL STATUS EDUCATION IN 
GUAM. 

It is the sense of Congress that the Secretary 
of the Interior may provide technical assistance 
to the Government of Guam under section 601(a) 
of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to authorize appro-
priations for certain insular areas of the United 
States, and for other purposes’’, approved De-
cember 24, 1980 (48 U.S.C. 1469d(a)), for public 
education regarding political status options only 
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