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of details so that a declassified version 
could be released to the public. The 
problem, however, is that the Obama 
administration classified the report 
anyway. 

The key data that should be public 
are the results. Did the GAO investiga-
tors succeed in penetrating our airport 
security checkpoints? If so, how many 
times? How many times did they fail? 
The public has a right to know those 
bottom-line results. 

Those results are not going to help 
terrorists figure out how to better at-
tack us, and they certainly are not 
going to give them any more motiva-
tion to try than they already have. 

Keeping the results secret will ac-
complish one thing, however. It will 
ensure that the public has no idea how 
effective our airport screening strategy 
actually is, and it seems that is the 
way the Obama administration likes it. 

Therefore, I am asking the TSA Ad-
ministrator to personally come to our 
secure facilities here in the Senate and 
explain his decision. Several of my col-
leagues joined me in asking the GAO to 
do this work, including the chairs and 
the ranking members of the Homeland 
Security Committee in both the House 
and the Senate. I invite them to join us 
and help resolve this situation. 

We need to work together to make 
sure that the entire Congress and the 
public are aware of the results of this 
important work while maintaining the 
security of information that truly 
needs to remain secure. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Hampshire. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 5481 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 442, H.R. 5481, a 
bill to give subpoena power to the Na-
tional Commission on the BP Deep-
water Horizon Oilspill and Offshore 
Drilling; that the bill be read a third 
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, reserv-

ing the right to object, I will not object 
if the Senator would kindly amend her 
request to include a substitute amend-
ment with a Barrasso proposal to es-
tablish a National Commission on 
Outer Continental Shelf Oilspill pre-
vention. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator so amend her request? 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I 
think we should have as many eyes 
looking into this issue as possible, and 
as a member of the Energy Committee 
I supported the Barrasso amendment. 

But the issue before us today right now 
is that we already have a bipartisan 
commission appointed by the Presi-
dent. The commission is up and run-
ning. 

The President’s commission will 
issue its report in January, and the 
President’s commission needs subpoena 
power to do its job right now. This was 
the largest environmental disaster in 
our country’s history. It is important 
we get to the bottom of it. 

I am disappointed that, once again, 
we are hearing our colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle who are object-
ing to giving the President’s commis-
sion subpoena power. 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from New Hampshire. 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. The BP oilspill was 

an unprecedented disaster—lives were 
lost, and the gulf region will suffer the 
environmental and economic con-
sequences for years to come. We cannot 
turn back the clock and stop what hap-
pened. But we can prevent future disas-
ters by finding out exactly what went 
wrong. We need to investigate this 
spill, and we need to make sure it 
never happens again. 

That is why the President appointed 
a commission to investigate. But with-
out subpoena power the commission 
cannot do the job they were appointed 
to do. 

Already, we have seen reports that 
some witnesses are stonewalling the 
commission. Former Senator Graham 
and former President Nixon’s EPA Ad-
ministrator, William Reilly, who are 
cochairing the President’s commission, 
told the press yesterday that investiga-
tors have ‘‘encountered resistance to 
full responses to their questions.’’ That 
is unacceptable. We cannot let BP and 
Transocean cover up the truth. The 
American people deserve answers. 

This is the fourth time I have asked 
for unanimous consent on the Senate 
floor to pass a bill giving the BP Oil-
spill Commission subpoena power. Un-
fortunately, as we saw, this is the 
fourth time the Republicans in the 
Senate have objected. 

This should be noncontroversial. In 
the House of Representatives, 169 Re-
publicans voted in favor of this bill in 
June. It is outrageous that this simple 
bill is being obstructed here in the Sen-
ate. A thorough investigation is need-
ed, and it is needed now. 

Commission cochairman William 
Reilly, who used to sit on the board of 
ConocoPhillips, even said yesterday 
that it is ‘‘unjustifiable’’ for Congress 
to not provide the commission with all 
of the tools they need to resolve this 
disaster. I could not agree more. I am 
totally disappointed in what we have 
heard from the other side. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, will the 

Senator yield for a brief question? I 
know my colleague is waiting to speak. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Yes. 
Mr. DORGAN. I want to make the 

point—and then ask a question—this is 
probably a fitting description near the 
end of at least this portion of this ses-
sion of the almost total lack of co-
operation that exists in this Chamber. 
The House of Representatives passed 
this almost unanimously. On commis-
sions that are important—the Three 
Mile Island Commission, the Commis-
sion on 9/11, the Financial Crisis Com-
mission—they were all given subpoena 
power. Why? Because you need that if 
you are going to force and compel peo-
ple to produce the records. 

I was on the Energy Committee, and 
we heard the three parties that were 
out there drilling in that well site: BP, 
Transocean, and Halliburton. They 
were all involved. All of them were 
pointing at each other. The only way 
this commission can function is with 
subpoena power. What on Earth can 
they be thinking of to block subpoena 
power for this commission four succes-
sive times? 

I would ask the Senator—first of all, 
I thank the Senator for doing this. Sec-
ond, it is unthinkable to me that we 
see continued blockage. It represents a 
complete lack of cooperation. They did 
not do that in the House of Representa-
tives. The minority was very interested 
in seeing that this works. Here the mi-
nority seems very interested in seeing 
that the commission cannot work. 

I would ask, is this not the fourth oc-
casion on the floor of the Senate that 
the Senator has made this request, and 
on four successive occasions the minor-
ity has objected, in some cases for 
other—they have a new excuse each 
time—but isn’t this the case that four 
times the Senator has asked for this 
consent and four times it has been de-
nied? 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Absolutely. I appre-
ciate the Senator from North Dakota 
pointing this out, and also pointing out 
what has been a bipartisan history in 
the past when we have dealt with these 
kinds of disasters and tragedies in the 
country, that this used to be a bipar-
tisan effort, and how sad and dis-
appointing that now it has come down 
to partisanship rather than working 
together. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 3617 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I have 
been working very hard over the last 
several months to extend the critical 
sales tax deduction for families and 
small businesses in my home State of 
Washington and in a number of other 
States in this country. I know how im-
portant this is to middle-class families 
in my State, and I have heard from so 
many of them about how important it 
is that this deduction be extended. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 14:12 Sep 18, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\S29SE0.001 S29SE0W
R

E
IE

R
-A

V
IL

E
S

 o
n 

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T01:26:58-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




