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to provide quality educational opportunities for 
current and future generations. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in an expression of appreciation to Mr. 
Sam Wolf for his many contributions to the 
Southwestern Illinois region and to wish him 
the very best in the future. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WALTER 
PAYTON COLLEGE PREP OF CHI-
CAGO ON RECEIVING THE INTEL 
SCHOOL OF DISTINCTION TOP 
AWARD FOR INNOVATION IN 
MATH AND SCIENCE 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 28, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
today I wish to congratulate Walter Payton 
College Prep from Chicago on its success 
wtihin the Intel Schools of Distinction competi-
tion. Walter Payton prevailed over 149 other 
schools to win both the School of Distinction 
for Mathematics Excellence as well as the 
overall competition grand prize, the Star Inno-
vator Award. Together, these two awards con-
vey over $175,000 in monetary grants as well 
as materials—including hardware and soft-
ware, professional development materials, and 
curriculum resources. I celebrate the hard 
work of the students and faculty of the school 
and applaud their success. 

Walter Payton College Prep High School is 
a magnet school whose curriculum empha-
sizes mathematics, science and world lan-
guages. The Intel award highlighted Walter 
Payton’s mathematics program. Impressively, 
over a quarter of the students at Walter 
Payton take five or more math courses before 
graduation. In addition to this rigorous set of 
core classes, many of the students at Walter 
Payton fill their electives with advanced place-
ment statistics and/or university-level math 
courses. Over 99 percent of the student popu-
lation scores as ‘‘Meeting or Exceeding’’ state 
math standards on the Prairie State Achieve-
ment Examination. Walter Payton also has an 
impressive 98 percent graduation rate and an 
outstanding record of students who both qual-
ify for advanced placement courses and pass 
advanced placement tests. 

Through its focus on math and science, 
Walter Payton College Prep is helping Amer-
ica become more competitive globally. Multiple 
reports and experts have sounded the alarm 
that our nation must quickly accelerate and 
enhance its training of students in the areas of 
science, technology, engineering, and math in 
order to meet the growing demand for U.S. 
workers with these skills and to improve our 
ability to compete in a global economy. Fur-
ther, these experts agree that we need to 
broaden the participation of individuals who 
are underrepresented in these fields, such as 
racial/ethnic minorities and women. According 
to the Census Bureau, 39 percent of the popu-
lation under the age of 18 is a racial or ethnic 
minority. However, in 2003, only 4.4 percent of 
U.S. science and engineering jobs were held 
by African Americans and only 3.4 percent by 
Hispanics. In 2008, the American Community 

Survey reported that 10.3% of the total U.S. 
population were in the professional, scientific, 
management and administrative services in-
dustry; however only 7.7% of Cambodians, 
6.8% of Hmongs, and 5.2% of Laotians actu-
ally held these types of jobs. Given that over 
half of the students attending Walter Payton 
represent racial/ethnic minorities, the school is 
helping decrease this gap in science and math 
fields. State, local and federal officials must do 
more to offer the high-caliber programming of-
fered at Walter Payton to all students so that 
we can strengthen our citizens and our nation. 

As we start the 2010–2011 school year, I 
am pleased to congratulate Walter Payton 
College Prep in the Seventh Congressional 
District of Illinois for its achievements and 
commitment to the mathematics and science 
fields. Well done! 
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HONORING SPECIAL ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF THE WEST HILLS 
COLLEGE NORTH DISTRICT CEN-
TER 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 28, 2010 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the students, faculty, staff and 
administration at West Hills College, North 
District Center as they are recognized for 
being named as one of ‘‘America’s 50 Best 
Community Colleges’’ in August 2010 by the 
Washington Monthly. Chancellor of West Hills 
Community College District Frank Gornick, 
President of West Hills College-Coalinga Wil-
lard Lewallen, Director of the North District 
Center Marcel Hetu, and the Board of Trust-
ees deserve special recognition for their lead-
ership and commitment to education in our 
Valley. 

The beginnings of this fine institution were 
set in motion during the Great Depression and 
it is to the credit of the greatest generation 
and their forward thinking that this college 
came to be. Established to provide much 
needed educational opportunities for our Val-
ley’s rural areas, West Hills College has been 
on the forefront of efforts to ensure the hard-
working residents of the Central Valley have 
access to a quality education and the oppor-
tunity to improve their circumstances. The 
North District Center shares in the wonderful 
history of the local community, having been a 
restaurant, a bowling alley, and business of-
fices prior to the service it provides today to 
students. The college district includes cam-
puses in Lemoore and Coalinga, with numer-
ous satellite operations in nearby towns en-
hancing educational access for our Westside 
communities. 

West Hills College has shown great commit-
ment to supporting student learning and pro-
viding educational, cultural, and economic de-
velopment opportunities to students and the 
local and global communities that they serve. 
Academic and vocational programs, including 
administration of justice, agriculture, child de-
velopment and nursing among many others, 
give local students the tools they need to suc-
ceed. West Hills College has truly become a 

premier interactive learner-centered commu-
nity college and it is fitting that this institution 
is recognized today for its contribution to our 
Valley’s educational, social, cultural and eco-
nomic vitality. 

I am proud to have West Hills Community 
College as part of my congressional district 
and furthermore proud to have an alumnus of 
the North District Center as a member of my 
staff. It was with great honor that I spoke at 
commencement ceremonies in May 2006, and 
it is again with that same honor that I rise 
today to celebrate West Hills College and their 
outstanding programs. 

It goes without saying, ‘‘Once you go here, 
you can go anywhere.’’ As we celebrate one 
of America’s best, let us applaud the dedica-
tion West Hills Community College has shown 
to the community throughout the years. Please 
accept my warmest congratulations on being 
rated the 34th Best Community College in 
America and the highest ranking community 
college in California and our deepest thanks 
for your contributions to our Valley. 
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HONORING DR. PRINCE JACKSON, 
JR. 

HON. JOHN BARROW 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 28, 2010 

Mr. BARROW. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to one of my constituents and 
one of my heroes, Dr. Prince Jackson, Jr., 
who died last Tuesday at the age of 85. 
There’s an old proverb, ‘‘He who refreshes 
others will himself be refreshed.’’ Dr. Jackson 
proved it, because he spent his entire life re-
freshing others, and he certainly seemed to be 
refreshed all along the way. 

A mathematician by profession, with a mas-
ter’s degree from New York University and a 
Ph.D. from Boston College, Dr. Jackson was 
trained to think logically. But it was a passion 
for justice and equal opportunity that led him 
to fight the system of legal and economic dis-
crimination that once defined our part of the 
country. After having been fired from his posi-
tion in the public schools for daring to advo-
cate an end to segregation, Dr. Jackson went 
on to become president of his alma mater, Sa-
vannah State University, and served as the 
president of the Savannah Branch of the 
NAACP. Even in retirement, Dr. Jackson con-
tinued to mentor teens and worked to over-
come the economic vestiges of discrimination 
and the violence that threaten so many of our 
youth. 

Dr. Jackson leaves an indelible footprint on 
the academic and political landscape of Geor-
gia. He was a good friend to me personally, 
but more importantly, he was a great man and 
a great leader. 
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