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and small arms fire to a secure bunker, stop-
ping only to clear the path of enemy soldiers 
in close combat operations. Ignoring the prox-
imity of the opposing force, he left the bunker 
to assess the situation and secure weapons 
and ammunition. When he returned, he orga-
nized a defense and departed his fighting po-
sition in order to place himself between his 
comrades and the enemy, thereby creating the 
conditions for their successful rescue.’’ 

In an age of persistent conflict, it is useful 
to reflect on those who have gone before us 
and have shown character, integrity, sacrifice 
and bravery in their actions. Today’s soldiers 
of the 3rd Infantry Division, and indeed all of 
our men and women in uniform, will look to 
Private First Class Johnson’s actions as an 
example to live up to. There was an easy way 
out that night; Charlie could have chosen to 
retreat. But he chose to fight, and because of 
his actions others lived. That is the textbook 
definition of the ultimate sacrifice. 

Charlie’s Silver Star was presented to his 
family this last weekend in Poughkeepsie, 
New York. His good friend Donald Dingee, 
one of the men he saved that night, was in at-
tendance. It is unfortunate that Charlie’s Silver 
Star had to wait so long, but I am happy that 
the final chapter has finally been written. Our 
nation continues to enjoy liberty and freedom 
unlike any other, and it is due in no small part 
to heroes like Private First Class Charles R. 
Johnson. Thank you Charlie. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE AND 
SACRIFICES OF DR. PETE 
TATSUO OKUMOTO AND OTHER 
JAPANESE-AMERICAN SERVICE-
MEN OF WORLD WAR II 

HON. CHARLES K. DJOU 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. DJOU. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the heroism and sacrifices of Dr. 
Pete Tatsuo Okumoto and other Japanese- 
American veterans of World War II. 

Dr. Okumoto served as a frontline combat 
surgeon with the United States Army’s 10th 
Mountain Division in Northern Italy during 
World War II and participated in two major 
campaigns including North Apennine and Po 
Valley. Dr. Okumoto received numerous mili-
tary decorations for his honorable service. I 
commend Dr. Okumoto for his dedication and 
commitment to the field of medicine and hon-
orable service to the United States. It is with 
great pleasure to formally recognize Dr. 
Okumoto on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

As a Captain in the Army Reserve, I under-
stand the demands placed on our servicemen 
and women. I thank Dr. Okumoto and all other 
Japanese-American veterans for their heroism 
and for their service to the state of Hawai’i 
and the United States. Aloha. 
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HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Parker Steven 
Spaw. Parker is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 332, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Parker has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Parker has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Parker has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Parker solic-
ited donations for and volunteered his assist-
ance towards refurbishing the family resource 
center for IMPACT ministries in Eastern Jack-
son County, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Parker Steven Spaw for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an extraordinary St. Louis fam-
ily dedicated to community service and who 
embodies the spirit of volunteerism. The 
Kalishman family is receiving this year’s 
Netzach Award from the St. Louis Chapter of 
the American Jewish Committee. 

The Kalishman legacy of community service 
began with Nancy and late husband Jerry, and 
continues today through their children. Nancy 
has a long record of service but continues to 
show her dedication and compassion by read-
ing to underserved children as part of the 
Ready Readers Program. Formerly a teacher, 
she is a past and lifetime member of the 
board of the Scholarship Foundation of St. 
Louis, past president of the Temple Israel Sis-
terhood, and has served on the boards of 
many other community organizations. 

Daughter, Susan Goldberg, follows in her 
mother’s footsteps by currently serving as 
board president for Ready Readers and as 
vice-chair of the Barnes-Jewish Hospital Foun-
dation. She is also a board member of the 
Scholarship Foundation and the Magic House. 
Closer to home Susan serves as troop leader 
for both her daughter’s Brownie troops and as 
president-elect of their school’s parents’ asso-
ciation. 

John Kalishman serves as vice president of 
finance/treasurer of the Jewish Federation. He 
previously served six years as chair of the in-
vestment committee for the St. Louis Jewish 

Community Foundation in which he was re-
sponsible for managing its endowments. 

Jim Kalishman and his family just moved 
back to the St. Louis area five years ago and 
did not wait to get involved with the commu-
nity. He is now vice president of the board of 
Congregation Shaare Emeth and was selected 
to participate in an emerging leader program. 
He also led the launch of the successful cam-
paign to pass Proposition 0 for the Ladue 
Schools. 

The Kalishman family has shown unwaver-
ing dedication to the Jewish and St. Louis 
communities in the past, and there is no doubt 
that they will continue to serve and provide as 
examples of how volunteerism is alive and 
well in this country. Please join me in con-
gratulating the Kalishmans in their much de-
served honor in receiving this year’s Netzach 
Award. 
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IRAQ ELECTED OFFICIALS 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of the resolution I am 
introducing today that encourages all elected 
officials and political leaders in Iraq to redou-
ble their efforts to form a government that is 
just, representative, and accountable to the 
people of Iraq. 

More than six months ago, on March 7, 
2010, the Iraqi people went to the polls and 
elected 325 members of the Council of Rep-
resentatives which, pursuant to the constitu-
tion of Iraq, must select the new Prime Min-
ister and President. Iraq currently remains 
without a Prime Minster or President, and ne-
gotiations between the elected political parties 
seem to have reached a stalemate. 

This is not good for Iraq or for the region. 
The vacuum created in the absence of a new 
government has encouraged violent attacks 
against government officials and Iraqi civilians 
by terrorist thugs who are intent on desta-
bilizing the country. 

Destabilizing as well is the fact that more 
than two million citizens of Iraq remain dis-
placed both inside Iraq and in countries in the 
region and around the world, and the failure of 
the government of Iraq to enact comprehen-
sive oil and gas sector framework and rev-
enue-sharing legislation to meet development 
needs. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution that calls on the leaders 
of Iraq to form, as quickly as possible, a capa-
ble and representative government that is ac-
countable to the people, to address the needs 
of its displaced citizens and to effectively, fair-
ly and transparently develop its oil and gas re-
sources in order to meet its pressing develop-
ment needs. 
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