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all ages, creating an opportunity for volunteers 
to become actively involved with civic improve-
ment projects. 

By planting and maintaining trees, Tree 
Fresno is creating an improved urban forest in 
Fresno County where homes and parks are 
shaded, the air is cleaner and the beauty of 
the city is enhanced. Tree Fresno has planted 
trees along streets, trails, public parks and 
school campuses. Through the formation of 
community coalitions, Tree Fresno has been 
able to restore the natural oak forest along a 
major road by planting over fourteen hundred 
native oak seedlings. Through advocacy and 
beautification efforts, Tree Fresno has estab-
lished itself as a leading organization in the 
community, dedicated to the improvement of 
the urban forest and overall quality of life for 
our community. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Tree Fresno upon 25 years 
of service to Fresno County and the sur-
rounding communities. I invite my colleagues 
to join me in wishing Tree Fresno many years 
of continued success. 
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HONORING THE SCRANTON AREA 
FOUNDATION ON RECEIVING THE 
ATTORNEY ROBERT W. MUNLEY 
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Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute 
to the Scranton Area Foundation on receiving 
the Attorney Robert W. Munley Distinguished 
Service Award from Lackawanna Pro Bono. 

Lackawanna Pro Bono is a non-profit orga-
nization established in 1997 to increase the 
availability of free legal representation for low- 
income individuals and families throughout 
Lackawanna County. 

Over the past 13 years they have organized 
local attorneys to volunteer their time to pro-
vide representation in over 2,000 cases, and 
in the process have helped nearly 5,000 resi-
dents of Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

Lackawanna Pro Bono will host its second 
annual Fundraising Gala on October 21, 2010 
in Scranton, Pennsylvania. For the second 
year, Lackawanna Pro Bono will honor a se-
lect number of individuals and organizations 
who have demonstrated excellent service to 
the community with its Attorney Robert W. 
Munley Distinguished Service Award. 

This year’s group of deserving recipients in-
cludes the Scranton Area Foundation. 

The Scranton Area Foundation was initially 
formed in 1954 as a private foundation. In 
1988, the Foundation qualified as a charitable 
non-profit organization and transitioned into a 
public community foundation. 

The Scranton Area Foundation’s mission is 
to ‘‘meet a wide variety of education, cultural, 
human service, and other charitable needs 
through Lackawanna County.’’ 

To achieve this goal, the Foundation coordi-
nates charitable giving throughout the Scran-

ton area and Lackawanna County by encour-
aging and facilitating local philanthropy and 
matching donations to the community’s great-
est areas of need. 

The Foundation educates donors on the dif-
ferent mechanisms of charitable giving and 
works with them to maximize the effectiveness 
of their donations. 

Then, the Foundation’s staff directs the do-
nations to the community’s arts and culture, 
economic development, education, environ-
mental, health, and recreational needs. 

Since its inception, the Foundation has 
awarded over $8 million in grants throughout 
the Scranton area and Lackawanna County. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
the Scranton Area Foundation on being recog-
nized as a valued asset of Northeastern Penn-
sylvania. In the years ahead I am confident 
they will continue to make positive impacts in 
the growth of our region. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Stephen Lacina. 
Stephen is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 394, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Stephen has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Stephen has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Ste-
phen has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Stephen de-
signed and placed landscaping at the Vet-
eran’s War Memorial in Dearborn, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Stephen Lacina for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, in honor 
of his retirement, I rise to commemorate dec-
ades of hard work and commitment to the 
young people of Connecticut by Dr. Charles E. 
Warner, an esteemed educator in our New 
Haven community. 

In a long career as a teacher and adminis-
trator, beginning in nearby Bridgeport in 1971 
and culminating with his tenure as the director 
of instruction and director of special programs 
for New Haven’s public schools, Chuck has 
worked tirelessly to ensure that each and 

every child in his purview has access to the 
tools they need to thrive. Day in and day out, 
Chuck has fought for the kids and the teach-
ers in our community, and to make New Ha-
ven’s schools the best they can be. 

For his achievements in education, Chuck 
has been nationally recognized many times 
over, including appearing in publications such 
as Parents Magazine and serving on the advi-
sory board of the National Middle School As-
sociation. And his good works have not been 
confined to the school day. Chuck has been 
an engaged participant in community affairs 
and has volunteered his time and effort in any 
number of ways, including, most recently, 
serving as Connecticut’s After School Alliance 
ambassador over this past year—one of only 
thirty in the Nation—for his contributions to 
afterschool programs. 

Along with teaching and, of course, his wife 
Regina, Chuck’s great passion has been 
music. And from his very first teaching job at 
East Side Middle School in Bridgeport, where 
he led a band of over two hundred students, 
to his 20 years of service as a Minister of 
Music for the Dixwell Avenue Congregational 
Church’s Sanctuary Choir, Chuck has en-
riched our community by sharing this love with 
us. 

As an educator and public citizen, Chuck 
has been a credit to our city, to our State, and 
to our Nation, and he has improved the lives 
of countless New Haven children for the bet-
ter. I congratulate him, Regina, and their chil-
dren Alexis, Charles Jr., and Bryon on his re-
tirement, and I thank him for his decades of 
service to our community. Congratulations, 
Chuck. You have earned it. 

f 
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Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Leota Denico Seaward on her 
100th birthday and congratulate her on being 
awarded the Boston Post Cane. 

Leota was born in Vassalboro on October 6, 
1910 and grew up in South China, Maine. 
After graduating Erskine Academy as class 
salutatorian in 1929, she married Elmer Wil-
son Seaward, and the two started a large farm 
in Turner. 

Despite taking on the challenge of running a 
farm during the Great Depression, the Sea-
wards never forgot the less fortunate and were 
able to provide a large portion of meat and 
vegetables for the community. Leota and 
George were well known for their caring na-
ture during those tough times, often taking in 
the homeless and providing them with food 
and work. 

Throughout her life, Leota has remained ac-
tive in the community, taking jobs in the local 
rug shop, hatchery and post office, all while 
raising four children. She remains fiercely 
independent, not relinquishing her driver’s li-
cense until she was 98 years old and living on 
her own until last year. This year, Leota, sur-
rounded by fifty members of her family span-
ning five generations, participated in the 4th of 
July parade. 
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