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worked to seek out or develop artists and per-
formers who represent their own cultural herit-
ages. Over the years, Ann has spent count-
less hours attending arts events around our 
region. By doing so, she was able to identify 
new and emerging ethnic talent to invite to the 
Institute’s festivals. 

Ann’s contributions to the ethnic arts and to 
cultural preservation have extended beyond 
the Institute’s annual and truly spectacular fes-
tivals. She has organized mini-festivals around 
town, art exhibits, and built an extensive data-
base of artists to share with other organiza-
tions seeking talent for their programs. She is 
beloved by so many in our ethnic communities 
who have been her colleagues, partners, and 
even her students when she taught English 
classes at the Institute in her early career. 

Therefore, it is with great pleasure today 
that I formally recognize Ann’s achievements 
in front of an audience that is benefiting from 
her dedication to the mission of sharing the 
very best of our community’s ethnic arts. Ann 
has established relationships with ethnic art-
ists and their communities that will ensure the 
festival’s continued success and that will con-
tinue to build and reinforce bridges of cross- 
cultural understanding in our community for 
many years to come. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF 2010 NA-
TIONAL BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS 
FROM THE 12TH CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 

HON. MARK S. CRITZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. CRITZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize both Conemaugh Township Area In-
termediate School and Wylandville Elementary 
School for being selected as two of this year’s 
2010 National Blue Ribbon Schools. This an-
nouncement was made by U.S. Secretary of 
Education Arne Duncan on September 9, 
2010. 

The U.S. Department of Education selected 
304 schools nationwide to receive this year’s 
honor, including 14 schools in Pennsylvania. 
I’m proud to announce that two of these 
schools were from the district that I represent. 

Conemaugh Township Area Intermediate 
School is located in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, 
and is the home of over 350 elementary stu-
dents. Wylandville Elementary School, a mem-
ber of the Canon-McMillan School District, 
serves a population of approximately 200 stu-
dents in North Strabane Township, near 
Eighty Four, Pennsylvania. 

Beginning in 1982, the Blue Ribbon Schools 
Program has honored public and private 
schools that are models of both excellence 
and equity. The Award is granted to schools 
that are either high performing, or have im-
proved student achievement to high levels, 
particularly among disadvantaged children. 

These two schools are outstanding exam-
ples of how hard work and commitment can 
pay off in achieving these criteria. Both of 
these schools recognize the importance of 
achievement, and the need to ensure that stu-
dents have the resources to learn and to suc-

ceed. I appreciate the efforts of Conemaugh 
Township Area Intermediate School and 
Wylandville Elementary School in teaching our 
children to recognize their full potential, and 
equally important, providing them with the 
tools they need to achieve success in life. 

Madam Speaker, I conclude my remarks by 
congratulating these schools on their excep-
tional dedication and passion for helping our 
students succeed. I wish them well as they 
continue to inspire our young scholars. 
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HONORING THE VETERANS OF 
FOREIGN WARS HARLANDALE 
MEMORIAL POST 4815 

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of 15 years of dedicated 
community service by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Harlandale Memorial Post 4815 and 
Post Commander Edward C. Torres. This San 
Antonio-based non-profit organization has and 
continues to serve its dedicated senior citizen 
community. 

VFW organizations have a respected rep-
utation for not only serving their fellow com-
munity veterans but also the community as a 
whole. Annually, on average, the VFW and its 
supporters contribute more than 13 million 
hours of volunteerism within their respective 
communities. With a history dating back to 
over 110 years ago, the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars organization and their auxiliaries live up 
to its mission ‘‘to honor the dead by helping 
the living.’’ 

The Harlandale Memorial VFW Post 4815 
and Ladies Auxiliary continues to follow this 
noble tradition. For the past 15 years, this post 
hosts the areas senior citizens every third Fri-
day of the month. They offer these respected 
members of their community the opportunity to 
engage and interact with others while at the 
same time providing a safe and entertaining 
place to gather. They prepare and serve both 
a continental breakfast and hot, full course 
lunch to those in attendance and provide free 
entertainment in the way of bingo games with 
prize-giveaways. They also host seminars re-
garding community and safety information 
which are not likely as readily available else-
where to these residents. The particular 
groups in attendance are generally from two 
area nursing homes so this provides one of 
the few occasions they have to leave their 
residences. This one, special day allows a lux-
ury these people may not know otherwise. It 
is fun, entertainment, and a chance to social-
ize outside of their daily set. 

Under the leadership of Commander Ed-
ward C. Torres, the Harlandale Memorial VFW 
Post 4815 and Ladies Auxiliary are an integral 
part of their community. They provide a pre-
cious service to oft time overlooked citizens 
which help to not only enrich and strengthen 
community bonds but to enrich and strengthen 
lives. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am privileged to recognize 
Commander Edward C. Torres and the 

Harlandale Memorial Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 4815 for their hard work and excel-
lence in service to their community. 
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HONORING THE WALL THAT 
HEALS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
it is with great pride that I recognize the leg-
acy of the Vietnam War veterans from the 
state of Missouri through The Wall That Heals 
which will be displayed in the City of Blue 
Springs from September 30th to October 3rd. 

The Wall That Heals is a mobile, half-scale 
replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial lo-
cated here in Washington, D.C. and has been 
seen by millions of people in more than 300 
cities and towns throughout the U.S. The ex-
hibit was first inaugurated on Veterans Day, 
1996 by the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 
and offers the opportunity for those who lost 
their lives in the Vietnam War to be honored 
by family and friends in their respective com-
munities. 

I would like to thank Mayor Carson Ross, 
the Blue Spring City Council, local business 
leaders, and all the volunteers who dedicated 
great effort to bringing this distinct honor to 
Missouri. The traveling exhibition will allow 
veterans, families and friends in our commu-
nity to honor our local heroes who served and 
made the ultimate sacrifice. 

Madam Speaker, the dedication and service 
these men and women gave in the name of 
freedom in Vietnam is humbling, and it is an 
honor to represent them in Congress. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in saying thank you to 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial fund for com-
missioning this monument and to encourage 
more cities and towns to sponsor this exhibit 
honoring our veterans. 
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CONGRATULATING THE DESERT 
BOTANICAL GARDEN 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Desert Botanical 
Garden on being awarded accreditation by the 
American Association of Museums, which is 
the highest recognition of a museum’s commit-
ment to public service, professional standards, 
and excellence in education. 

A small group of passionate, local citizens 
started the Desert Botanical Garden in the 
1930s when they saw the need to conserve 
their unique desert environment. The Garden, 
which is now located on 145 acres in Phoenix, 
has emerged as an Arizona treasure. The 
Garden boasts more than 50,000 plants, 1,100 
volunteers, and 640,529 attendees every year. 

Since the Garden’s beginning, it has been 
steadfast in its commitment to advance excel-
lence in education, research, exhibition and 
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