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Museum will be followed by an Inaugural Gala 
and a public grand opening celebration. 

I am proud of the Yankee Air Museum’s 
many contributions to Michigan’s 15th Con-
gressional District and ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating the Museum on its 
inspirational reopening Celebration. 

f 

HONORING DR. THOMAS 
SVITKOVICH 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Dr. Thomas Svitkovich on his 
retirement as Superintendent of the Genesee 
Intermediate School District. A reception in his 
honor will be held tonight in Flint Michigan. 

Dr. Thomas Svitkovich has been an educa-
tor for 46 years, starting in 1964. He started 
as a mathematics teacher, and has served as 
a junior high principal, a high school assistant 
principal, a high school principal, an associate 
superintendent, a deputy superintendent, and 
as a superintendent. In his capacity as the 
GISD Superintendent, he led the development 
of the Genesee Early College, GISD’s Transi-
tion Center for adult students with disabilities, 
the Genesee County Great Start Collaborative, 
the statewide Seat-Time Waiver, and imple-
mentation of shared-services programs with 
local school districts. Under his leadership, 
Genesee Intermediate School District has 
gained a reputation for excellence and has re-
ceived numerous state and national awards, 
including in the areas of overall administration, 
technology, and distance learning. Dr. 
Svitkovich has shared his knowledge of the 
education field by writing articles, making 
presentations and advocating on both the 
state and national level. 

An active member of the community, Dr. 
Svitkovich has strengthened the bonds be-
tween education and the community to better 
prepare students for their future role in our so-
ciety. He has established strong relationships 
with non-profits, health and human services 
agencies and the business community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Dr. 
Thomas Svitkovich on his retirement from the 
Genesee intermediate School District. I wish 
him the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

TO COMMEND DAVID PRATTIS 
BREWINGTON ON BEING AWARD-
ED THE 2010 VETERAN’S AWARD 
BY THE NAACP-TALBOT COUNTY 
BRANCH 

HON. FRANK KRATOVIL, JR. 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. KRATOVIL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate David Prattis 
Brewington, of Federalsburg, MD, on being 
awarded the 2010 Veteran’s Award by the 
NAACP-Talbot County Branch. The presen-

tation will be made on October 9, 2010, in 
Easton, MD, at the Freedom Fund Banquet. 

Mr. Brewington was born May 25, 1925, in 
Federalsburg, MD, and has been a lifelong 
resident. He entered the United States Army 
in 1944 during World War II, after receiving an 
education in Caroline County public schools. 
As a member of the 3716 Quartermaster 
Truck Company in the 2nd Army, Mr. 
Brewington drove supplies and gasoline to the 
front lines via tractor trailers and tankers. He 
served in New Guinea, the Philippines and 
Japan. 

After receiving an honorable discharge in 
1946, Mr. Brewington returned to 
Federalsburg, MD, and became a long-dis-
tance truck driver for Service Trucking Co., 
where he worked for 22 years, as well as 
being elected as shop steward by his fellow 
Teamster Union members. He then started a 
small business as an owner-operator of dump 
trucks. After retiring from trucking, he started 
a second career for U-Star and Delmarva 
Community Transit in Easton, MD, as a van 
driver for senior citizens and the disabled. He 
celebrated his second retirement at the age of 
82. He and his wife, Mary Henson Brewington, 
enjoy visiting their two daughters and grand-
children. 

Mr. Brewington celebrated his 85th birthday 
this year. Throughout the past 47 years, he 
has served as an active and avid member of 
the Blake-Blackston American Legion Post 77. 
Having served as Commander, 1st Vice Com-
mander and currently as Chaplain, Mr. 
Brewington exemplifies the drive and commit-
ment our World War II veterans have exhibited 
in serving this great country. 

I commend my constituent, David Prattis 
Brewington, on his many years of service and 
on his achievement of being named the recipi-
ent of the 2010 Veteran’s Award by the 
NAACP-Talbot County Branch. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF WILLIAM 
‘‘BILL’’ MCFARLING OF LEWIS-
VILLE, TEXAS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember the life of Mr. William ‘‘Bill’’ 
McFarling of Lewisville, Texas, who passed 
away on September 15, 2010. 

Bill was an active member of the Lewisville 
Bible Church, and his dedication to his com-
munity led him to co-found the Lewisville Foot-
ball Association, helping to promote fellowship 
and sportsmanship to the area’s youth. A re-
spected member of the north Texas commu-
nity, Bill also served as an active member of 
the Denton County Republican Party for over 
35 years, receiving the organization’s Volun-
teer of the Year Award. 

Bill served as an advisor and mentor as I 
made the transition to public service late in my 
career, and I am thankful for his wise counsel 
and leadership. 

As a member of the United States Army, Bill 
honorably served his country during the Ko-
rean conflict. His commitment to freedom and 

dedication to protecting his fellow citizens is 
honorable, and I am grateful for Bill’s service 
to our country. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that 
I proudly rise to remember Bill McFarling, a 
model citizen and outstanding American. His 
legacy of service to the north Texas area and 
this great Nation is one of honor, and my 
thoughts and prayers go out to his friends and 
family. It is an honor to have represented such 
an exceptional individual from the 26th District 
of Texas in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 
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HONORING MICHAEL JONES FOR 
HIS WORK TO COMPLETE THE 
YUMA ARMED FORCES PARK 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Michael Jones of Yuma, Ari-
zona. 

Mr. Jones served his country in Vietnam, re-
ceiving two Purple Hearts as well as many 
other citations for his service. He is the Past 
Commander of the Yuma Chapter of the Mili-
tary Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH). He 
was past National Vice President of the 173d 
Airborne Brigade as well as a committee 
member of the 173d Airborne Memorial Foun-
dation serving in an advisory capacity for the 
construction of their memorial currently under 
construction in Ft. Benning, Georgia. He was 
also nominated for National Patriot of the Year 
for the MOPH. 

In 2005, Mr. Jones responded to a plea for 
help from the Arizona Department of Veterans 
Services, the Military Affairs Committee and 
the Yuma County Chamber of Commerce in 
an effort to complete the Yuma Armed Forces 
Park. The construction of the park had been 
stopped for some time after completion of 
Phase I due to lack of funds, all of which were 
donated by the community through various 
fundraising events. 

Mr. Jones had a lifetime of experience in all 
phases of construction. After learning of their 
dilemma and meeting with the different enti-
ties, it was determined that not only was there 
a lack of funds to complete the park, but the 
park could not be completed as planned. Mr. 
Jones took it upon himself to lead the commu-
nity through this crisis by scheduling various 
fundraisers, stimulating plaque sales and do-
nations and becoming the supervisor for the 
construction of the remainder of the park. This 
included supervision of volunteer workers, all 
of which were active duty or disabled veterans 
who were members of the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart Yuma Chapter 433. 

Phase II of the park consisted of the con-
struction of the amphitheater, and was the 
most difficult portion of the project. This phase 
involved a daily presence by Mr. Jones and 
members of the MOPH as well as the Ladies 
Auxiliary. These men and women, most of 
whom were 50–60 years of age, worked six 
and sometimes seven days a week to meet 
any deadline presented to them. 

The project continued over 31⁄2 years as 
funds became available through the various 
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fundraisers, donations and plaque sales. Mr. 
Jones was a key player in these activities. Not 
only did Mr. Jones donate his time, he also 
donated thousands of dollars worth of tools 
and equipment to complete the park. He 
worked non-stop, making the park the most 
important task in his life, knowing that his fel-
low veterans needed to be recognized. During 
this time he put the completion of the park 
ahead of family health issues that in most 
cases would have been a priority. 

Madam Speaker, Michael Jones was a lead-
er when serving in Vietnam, and he continues 
to be in his civilian life. I want to thank him for 
his service to this country and to his commu-
nity. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DON GUANELLA 
VILLAGE 

HON. JOE SESTAK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 26th, 2010, in Springfield, Pennsyl-
vania a ceremony marked the 50th anniver-
sary of the Don Guanella Village. It is my per-
sonal honor to join the good people of Penn-
sylvania’s 7th Congressional District in cele-
brating that event. The Blessed Luigi 
Guanella, founder of the Servants of Charity, 
said ‘‘it is not human beings who erect chari-
table institutions and feed the poor. Provi-
dence does all.’’ That sense of faith and hu-
mility has always been the hallmark of one of 
the most capable and caring organizations in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and our 
Nation. 

My first hand knowledge of the good works 
performed at Don Guanella Village dates from 
my days as a student at Cardinal O’Hara High 
School over forty years ago. Then and now 
the staff at Don Guanella Village have been 
personal heroes to me and thousands of oth-
ers throughout the Greater Delaware Valley. 
Every day of the year those remarkable men 
and women offer around the clock care to 
some of our society’s most vulnerable souls. 
In so doing, they offer the residents and their 
families peace of mind they would not other-
wise find. 

A nation is not measured by how it cares for 
those blessed with health, wealth, and posi-
tion. It is measured by how it cares for those 
challenged by a variety circumstances beyond 
their control. I ask that every member of this 
chamber pause and thank Superior General 
Alfonso Crippa and everyone who contributes 
to the vital work of Don Guanella Village. It is 
their countless acts of charity and goodness 
that help make ours a great nation under God. 

HARVARD PILGRIM CANCELS 
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLAN, 
SADLY A SIGN OF MORE TO 
COME 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, sadly 
what we said would happen to the popular 
Medicare Advantage program when Congress 
enacted Obamacare is starting to come true. 
Harvard Pilgrim recently notified 22,000 New 
England seniors that it would be canceling 
their Medicare Advantage plans at the end of 
the year. The decision to cancel their partici-
pation in the program was made because of 
the newly enacted freeze in federal reimburse-
ments and their concerns regarding the long- 
term viability of Medicare Advantage. 

I am very afraid that Harvard Pilgrim is just 
the tip of the iceberg. Other Medicare Advan-
tage providers will probably reach the same 
decision to cancel their participation. Health 
care reform was supposed to allow those indi-
viduals who liked their health care insurance 
to be able to keep it. Sadly these 22,000 New 
England seniors are now searching for new 
coverage in 2011. We must restore Medicare 
Advantage for our seniors that depend on it. 

f 

REGARDING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
NON-PROLIFERATION EFFORTS 
AND IRANIAN SANCTIONS 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss the grave threat posed to the 
stability of the Middle East if the Iranian re-
gime were to acquire or develop nuclear 
weapons technology. 

In June, CIA Director Leon Panetta specu-
lated that Iran probably has enough low-en-
riched uranium for two nuclear weapons. The 
silver lining, if there is one, is that according 
to Panetta we likely have sometime before 
they would be able to build weapons with this 
material. I firmly support the Administration’s 
effort to use this limited time to press Iran in 
every way available to deter them from attain-
ing a nuclear capability. It is important that the 
President have strong tools to enforce this ef-
fort, which is why I co-sponsored the Iran 
Sanctions Accountability and Divestment Act, 
which was signed into law on July 1, 2010. 
These sanctions have also been backed by 
the European Union. 

Last week, in a speech at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, Stuart 
Levey, the Treasury Under Secretary for Ter-
rorism and Financial Intelligence, said U.S. 
and international sanctions are ‘‘dramatically 
isolating Iran financially and commercially.’’ He 
was optimistic that this ‘‘can and will create le-
verage for our diplomacy.’’ By targeting Iran’s 
import of refined petroleum and its banking in-
dustries, these sanctions are putting a 
squeeze on the regime and hopefully will ulti-
mately discourage any illicit activity. 

As Chairman of the Strategic Forces Sub-
committee, I know all too well the seriousness 
of the nuclear weapons business. While these 
weapons cannot be put ‘‘back in their bottle,’’ 
responsible nations with this technology can 
work to stop those who seek to acquire them 
in order to hold the world and their neighbors 
hostage. I commend President Obama, Sec-
retary of State Clinton, and my predecessor 
and friend Ellen Tauscher on making non-pro-
liferation a cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy, 
and I hope the world community will join us in 
prioritizing non-proliferation and maintaining 
pressure on Iran as one critical step towards 
this goal. 

f 

NET ARMOR MADE IN FRANKLIN, 
MA SAVES LIVES IN AFGHANI-
STAN 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to share with my colleagues a message I 
received last week from Technology Solutions 
Group—LAST Armor, a manufacturing com-
pany in Franklin, Massachusetts, and a pro-
duction facility of QinetiQ-NA (QNA). This 
company keeps good jobs in Franklin—but 
more importantly, Madam Speaker, they save 
lives in Afghanistan. 

The Franklin facility produces what is called 
‘‘net armor’’ to protect a wide range of vehi-
cles that transport our soldiers on missions in 
Afghanistan. This net design was developed 
jointly by QNA, DARPA and ONR. Easy to 
use, these QNA nets provide many types of 
vehicles with 360-degree protection, including 
overhead, from rocket-propelled grenades 
(RPGs). This ultra-lightweight, low-cost and 
easily adaptable protection will even defeat 
multiple RPG hits. 

Earlier this year, I toured the Franklin facil-
ity. I had the opportunity to talk with the work-
ers and plant managers, and I saw the net 
armor they were manufacturing. I heard the 
enthusiasm and pride they had in their work, 
and I tried to imagine how the light-weight 
nets that I held could possibly stop a rocket- 
launched grenade. 

And then last Thursday, I received a note 
from the company. It was a story that ap-
peared September 22nd in an online news-
letter from Fort Campbell, Kentucky. It’s writ-
ten by U.S. Army 1st Lieutenant R.J. Peek, 
who is with the 3rd Battalion, 187th Infantry, 
101st Airborne Division. His story is filed from 
Ghazni Province in Afghanistan, and he talks 
about how his platoon was ambushed and his 
truck, covered with the new net armor, had 
taken three direct hits by insurgent RPGs and 
not one penetrated the truck. He finishes his 
story with the following quote, ‘‘All of the Sol-
diers whose vehicles were hit by RPGs are 
alive today and still in the fight’’ because the 
QNA nets did exactly what they were sup-
posed to do. 

Madam Speaker, I hope all the workers at 
the Franklin facility have seen this report from 
the field. We are proud of the courage and 
sacrifice of our uniformed men and women in 
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