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HONORING BOB WHITLEY 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Bob Whitley. 

As President of the United States Tour Op-
erators Association, Bob Whitley dedicated his 
life to promoting travel, tourism and building 
lasting friendships. I am proud and honored to 
have worked with such a caring and dedicated 
professional on issues so important for our na-
tion. 

In my efforts to advance current legislation 
providing United States citizens the freedom to 
travel to Cuba, I seized an opportunity to visit 
New York City and create national media dis-
cussion of the issue. Accompanying me on 
that trip in September 2009 was Bob Whitley, 
truly one of the most knowledgeable and re-
spected travel industry leaders. 

As our trip progressed, I came to know Bob 
for the man he was and the legacy he would 
leave behind. His passion for United States 
generated tourism and his love for people 
around the world drew us together. This past 
March, Bob helped organize and lead the U.S. 
Cuba Travel Summit in Cancun, Mexico—an 
event that drew strong participation from both 
nations in an effort to open communications 
and discuss easing travel restrictions. 

Bob passed away in May, and his funeral 
included an unrivaled gathering of travel in-
dustry colleagues and friends. Today, I add 
my name as one of his greatest admirers. 

Bob held many distinguished positions 
throughout his career, including Director of 
both the Florida and Pennsylvania Depart-
ments of Tourism, Director of the Virginia 
Beach Convention and Tourist Bureau, and an 
incredible thirty-two years at the United States 
Tour Operators Association. Because of his 
outstanding record, Bob has been recognized 
internationally many times. This year, he will 
receive the 2010 National Tour Association 
Pioneer Award, an honor given to career lead-
ers in tourism. I am proud to be a past recipi-
ent of this same award and it is my honor to 
share it with Bob. 

In addition to his career accomplishments, 
Bob was an avid golfer and enjoyed traveling 
to new destinations around the globe, eventu-
ally visiting over 100 countries. He leaves his 
wife, two sons, a daughter, their spouses, and 
his grandchildren to carry on. 

The travel industry has lost a giant, with 
Bob’s passing. We will miss him. 
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HONORING JOSEPH BARBAGLIA 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Joseph Barbaglia, a successful 
businessman, person of faith and selfless 
community volunteer. 

Joe and his business partner Guy Bopp are 
owners of Southwest Hill Auto Parts Inc. They 

are celebrating their 25th year in business at 
the same location in the famous ‘‘Hill’’ neigh-
borhood in the City of St. Louis. Joe’s busi-
ness is one of the most successful and rep-
utable auto parts firms in the St. Louis region, 
and Joe is a member of business organiza-
tions that are dedicated to providing quality 
service and products to the general public; 
groups such as the Better Business Bureau, 
the Alliance of Automotive Service Providers, 
the Hill Business Association and the Profes-
sional Business Men. Additionally, he is also 
on the Board of Directors of Eagle Bank. 

Joe Barbaglia is a faithful leader in his 
church serving on various committees for the 
good of St. Ambrose Catholic Church. Joe has 
been instrumental in the success of such 
church as La Festa at St. Ambrose Church, 
St. Ambrose Golf Tournament, and the Alumni 
Breakfast at St. Ambrose. 

Joe will help out anyone in need. Joe and 
Southwest Auto Parts are the main sponsors 
for Car Show/Soap Box Derby held at Shaw 
School every year in June and the annual 
Muscular Dystrophy Association fishing tour-
nament. 

As a community leader Joe has held pro-
vided critical support for numerous community 
events such as the Fireworks Display at 
Sublette Park, Bike Race on the Hill, and 
Party in the Park at Berra Park, the Southwest 
High School Alumni, and Second District Po-
lice Association. 

Joe has been named the Hill Neighbor-
hood’s ‘‘Citizen of Year’’ and is the president 
of the Hill 2000 Neighborhood Association, 
demonstrating the community’s confidence in 
Joe Barbaglia’s ability as a leader who gets 
things done. 

He is married to his wife Thersea and has 
a loving daughter Nina. Joe Barbaglia is a 
shining example of what it means to be an ex-
emplary citizen for one’s community, state and 
nation. 
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
MR. J. THOMAS MULLEN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of Mr. J. 
Thomas Mullen, a devoted husband, father, 
and friend. His faith and his dedication to serv-
ing all of humanity, especially the poor and 
marginalized, were unshakable. 

Mr. Mullen moved to Ohio in 1983 to work 
in the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court. Two 
years later, Governor Dick Celeste appointed 
him Director of the Ohio Department of Youth 
Services. He joined Catholic Charities in 1987 
and combined Gospel values with business 
savvy to transform the organization’s Cleve-
land branch. At the time of his death, he was 
president and chief executive officer of Catho-
lic Charities Health and Human Services. He 
was also serving his third term as Chair of the 
Governor’s Council on Juvenile Justice. 

Mr. Mullen played a key role in helping the 
Cleveland’s Catholic Charities branch develop 
into a $100 million operation that serves hun-

dreds of thousands of people. Coworker Tom 
Allio praised Mr. Mullen as ‘‘brilliant in his ca-
pacity to leverage foundation and government 
support to help the poor, the homeless, and 
the marginalized.’’ 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and remembrance of Mr. J. 
Thomas Mullen. I offer my condolences to his 
wife, Julie; to his daughter, Maggie; to his 
sons, John, Patrick, Matt, and Jim; to his thir-
teen grandchildren; and to his many friends. 
Mr. Mullen lived his life with love, generosity, 
and commitment to social justice. He will al-
ways be remembered for his good work and 
his generous spirit. 
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RECOGNIZING ASSISTANT CHIEF 
STEPHANIE REDDING AND HER 
HISTORIC CAREER OF PUBLIC 
SERVICE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is a 
privilege for me to rise today to celebrate the 
distinguished career of Assistant Police Chief 
Stephanie Redding. After twenty-five years on 
the force, Stephanie announced her plans to 
retire from the New Haven Police Department 
and I am honored to have this opportunity to 
join the many family, friends, and colleagues 
who have gathered to thank her for her exem-
plary service to the Department and our com-
munity. 

The daughter of a former West Haven fire 
chief, Stephanie has always understood the 
importance of public service. She chose a ca-
reer in law enforcement and entered the New 
Haven Police Academy in 1986—still in a time 
when women were not commonplace among 
the ranks. Stephanie started at the New 
Haven Police Department as a Patrol Officer 
and throughout her career served as a Mount-
ed Patrol, Sergeant, and Lieutenant before be-
coming the first female Assistant Chief in New 
Haven’s history. 

Whether as District Manager of the East 
Shore/Morris Cove District, the Officer in 
Charge of the Family Services Division, or As-
sistant Chief, Stephanie has earned the re-
spect and admiration of her colleagues and 
community leaders alike. Stephanie’s tenure 
has been marked by her integrity, profes-
sionalism, and compassion. She has twice 
served as acting Chief of Police during transi-
tional phases at the Department, and was ap-
pointed to the State Victim Advocate Advisory 
Committee. She has also shared her expertise 
with her colleagues around the world, serving 
as an instructor at the Academy and pre-
senting on community policing and other fam-
ily and children’s issues at both national and 
international conferences. 

Over the years, I have had the opportunity 
to work closely with Stephanie on a project we 
both care deeply about. She has spearheaded 
the collaborative effort between the NHPD and 
the Yale Child Study Center’s National Center 
for Children Exposed to Violence and their ex-
traordinary joint multi-disciplinary intervention 
programs—including the Child Development- 
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