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I am proud to represent a state where indi-

viduals such as Tricia Roberts reside. I am ex-
tremely grateful for Tricia’s efforts toward im-
proving highway safety and I wish her all the 
best in retirement. It is individuals like Tricia 
that give Delaware the good name that it has. 
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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, October 1 
is the beginning of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. This is a moment to reflect on the 
great work done by scientists, physicians and 
nurses, patients, survivors, and their families 
every day to detect, treat, prevent and—one 
day—cure breast cancer. It is a time to recall 
the personal losses of so many family mem-
bers and friends. And it is an occasion to 
measure the important progress made against 
breast cancer and the improvement in the 
chances of survival and in the quality of life for 
women and men with breast cancer. 

But, for the more than 200,000 American 
women diagnosed with breast cancer this 
year, and the 40,000 who will die from breast 
cancer, it is also time for us to renew our com-
mitment in this struggle, to reaffirm that we will 
complete this work, meet unmet needs, and 
once and for all end the risk of breast cancer 
to our families and our children. 

This is a struggle that we willingly take on 
for our families, and for families around the 
world, where a woman dies from breast can-
cer every minute of every hour of every day. 
This year, 1.3 million women worldwide will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer, and of them a 
half million will die from breast cancer. As we 
mark Breast Cancer Awareness Month in the 
United States, we do so as members of a 
global community facing a common health 
threat. 

This year brings other important commemo-
rative milestones in the fight against breast 
cancer. I learned recently that this year is the 
thirtieth anniversary of Nancy Brinker’s prom-
ise to her sister, Susan G. Komen, to pursue 
a cure for breast cancer—a promise that 
helped spark vital patient advocacy worldwide 
in the race for a cure. 

This is the twentieth anniversary of the Na-
tional Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detec-
tion Program (NBCCEDP), administered by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC). In 1990, Congress stepped in to 
give women access to early cancer detection. 
By passing this law, we sent the message that 
no woman should have to forgo life-saving 
tests because she can’t afford them. More 
than 3 million American women have bene-
fitted from this program. 

This is also the tenth anniversary of the Na-
tional Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention 
and Treatment Act, which expanded Medicaid 
coverage for American women diagnosed 
through the screening and early detection 
services supported by NBCCEDP. Today, this 
coverage is available in all fifty States. 

Last year, in passing comprehensive health 
care reform, we built on these early achieve-

ments by expanding health coverage and 
making preventive health care more acces-
sible for all Americans. We did this because 
uninsured cancer patients are 60 percent 
more likely to die than privately insured pa-
tients within five years of diagnosis. We did 
this because of the tens of millions of unin-
sured Americans who deserve screening, 
treatment and care—but do not receive them 
today. 

We have important work that remains to be 
done. Only a fraction of the American women 
eligible to receive preventive health services 
under NBCCEDP do so. There are waiting 
lists at clinics, which mean women whose can-
cers could have been caught early and treated 
instead find out when their disease has pro-
gressed and spread. There are new screening 
technologies to be developed, new treatments 
and hopefully cures that await discovery. 

Madam Speaker, I hope that every Amer-
ican family takes a moment during October to 
reflect on the progress we’ve made against 
breast cancer and to commit to taking steps to 
protect their health or to contribute in some 
way to creating and achieving a world without 
breast cancer. 
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RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED EM-
PLOYEES OF THE WASHINGTON 
SUBURBAN SANITARY COMMIS-
SION 

HON. DONNA F. EDWARDS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to recognize the dedi-
cated employees of the Washington Suburban 
Sanitary Commission (WSSC) in safeguarding 
the citizens of Prince George’s and Mont-
gomery Counties in Maryland. 

In the early morning hours of July 1, 2010, 
a WSSC fiber optics monitoring system noti-
fied key WSSC personnel of impending dan-
ger involving a 96’’ water main located near 
Tuckerman Lane in Montgomery County, 
Maryland. This highly pressurized water main 
is one of the main distribution conduits serving 
both Counties, but is of particular importance 
to the citizens of Prince George’s County. 
WSSC mobilized immediately coordinating 
with Maryland state and county officials to iso-
late the problem, dewater the main, replace 
the damaged section, and restore water serv-
ice. This all occurred without a loss of water 
pressure in the system that could have im-
pacted adversely critical services like hospitals 
and firefighting capabilities. WSSC instituted 
and enforced mandatory water restrictions 
over the holiday weekend to ensure adequate 
pressure was maintained for public health and 
safety. 

WSSC is to be commended for their leader-
ship and efforts throughout this incident. As 
Paul Hajek, Acting Director of Operations for 
the Maryland Emergency Management Agen-
cy (MEMA) wrote to WSSC’s General Man-
ager, ‘‘I found WSSC to be highly profes-
sional, responsive and cautiously deliberate in 
how they handled the entire incident. From a 
State perspective, it was refreshing to work 

with a company that at every turn ‘had it under 
control’. Your company’s actions turned what 
was a probable ‘emergency incident’ into an 
‘event’.’’ 

WSSC Commissioners and General Man-
ager Jerry N. Johnson honored WSSC em-
ployees for their efforts in this incident during 
the July 21, 2010 Commission meeting. In a 
communication from the General Manager to 
the employees honored, Mr. Johnson wrote: 

‘‘As you know, I believe that our employees 
are our most valuable asset. The members of 
the WSSC team demonstrate their commit-
ment every day whether they are responding 
to a customer inquiry in the Call Center, in-
specting a contractor’s repair of a sewer lat-
eral, turning valves to isolate a water main 
break or repairing a pump in the machine 
shop. I am proud to be a member of such a 
dedicated and capable workforce that so fully 
understands the critical nature of our work and 
how each of us plays an important role in ful-
filling our obligation to provide high quality reli-
able services to our customers. 

‘‘Due, in part, to your hard work, WSSC 
averted a potentially catastrophic break in the 
96-inch main. We know from past experience 
the destructive power of such a break. There 
is no doubt a sudden break at Tuckerman 
Lane and Gainsborough Road would have 
been devastating. 

‘‘We appreciate your personal sacrifices, in-
cluding the physical demands of working long 
hours in near-record breaking heat, and the 
time that could have been spent with loved 
ones celebrating our Nation’s Independence 
Day holiday. Your professionalism and work 
ethic personify the work ethic of the entire 
WSSC team. We are so very proud of our em-
ployees and the contractors who represented 
the Commission in all phases of the repair op-
eration. 

‘‘On behalf of our customers and staff, we 
want to express our sincere gratitude for your 
excellent implementation of WSSC’s customer 
service goals and expectations. You selflessly 
carried out our mission to provide safe and re-
liable water, life’s most precious resource, in 
an ethically and financially responsible man-
ner. We salute you for a job well done!’’ 

One noteworthy individual is WSSC Cus-
tomer Care West Group Leader, Hak Kwon. 
Nicknamed by many during and after this 
event as ‘‘The General,’’ Mr. Kwan lead the 
WSSC Team working tirelessly and profes-
sionally to resolve the problem as quickly and 
as safely as possible. 

In crisis situations such as this early July 
2010 incident, it is comforting to know that the 
employees of the WSSC can rise to the occa-
sion, make the difficult decisions, and safe-
guard our citizens. 

Madam Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues 
to join General Manager Jerry Johnson and 
me in commending the WSSC and its employ-
ees on a job well done. 
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