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difficult if not impossible to find an Armenian 
family not touched by the genocide, and while 
there are some survivors still with us, it is im-
perative that we record their stories. Through 
the Armenian Genocide CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD Project, I hope to document the 
harrowing stories of the survivors in an effort 
to preserve their accounts and to help educate 
the Members of Congress now and in the fu-
ture of the necessity of recognizing the Arme-
nian Genocide. 

This is one of those stories: 

(Submitted by Shirley Collins) 

My name is Shirley Kalashian-Collins. I 
was born in 1951 to Armenian parents. My 
mother was born in Aintab, Turkey in 1920 in 
the midst of the genocide of the Armenians. 
My mother and my grandparents narrowly 
made it out alive and found refuge in the 
U.S. My paternal grandmother also had a 
harrowing story. Due to the threat against 
the Armenians she was shipped to the U.S. at 
15 years old to marry an Armenian, only to 
find out a few years later that her parents 
were killed and her younger sisters kid-
napped. My mother tried hard to put all 
these stories down on paper so the world 
would know what happened to our families. 
After she passed away, I attempted to finish 
her project. After nearly 10 years and hun-
dreds of hours of work, I put the story to-
gether. 

Now I want to thank our Rep. Adam Schiff 
for his efforts to put these stories that are 
left untold in the Congressional Record. I 
know my mother, if she were alive, would be 
dancing up and down with joy. You can’t 
imagine how exciting this is for me after all 
the years of work to make sure these stories 
are kept alive and heard so that history will 
be recorded accurately. 

Thank you Rep. Schiff. This is such a won-
derful and amazing idea. 

My great-grandfather, Sarkis Kalashian, 
married Margaret Hougasian after my great- 
grandmother, Shoushan, died. Sarkis was 
killed in 1915 by Turkish soldiers. This left 
Margaret a widow with small children. My 
cousin, Margo Torigiants, shared with me 
the following story of how her grandmother 
escaped to France after Sarkis was killed: 

After the massacre of the Armenians start-
ed, Margaret suddenly became a widow when 
her husband and older son were killed in 
1915. According to her granddaughter, Margo, 
Margaret had some gold nuggets as Sarkis 
had been a merchant in Kharpet. Earlier pic-
tures of Sarkis and Margaret show them 
happy and very well dressed. 

She used these gold nuggets to get some 
Turkish people to help her and her children: 
Khoren, Hrant, Dickran, Araksi and Vartan 
(and maybe Agavni—daughter of Khoren) to 
flee. She dressed up the boys as girls to dis-
guise them. (Boys were more likely to be 
killed by the Turkish military). Somehow 
they were able to get to Aleppo, Syria. She 
tried to get them in an orphanage, but since 
they had a parent, she could not get them in. 
she cooked for people and took the leftovers 
home for the kids to eat. They stayed there 
for a few years, but stayed close. 

They were afraid Arabs would kidnap the 
kids. From there they settled in Marsielle, 
France. 
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Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Hannah Weston Chap-
ter of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion for their care of the Burnham Tavern for 
100 years. 

The Chapter carries the name of Hannah 
Weston in honor of the 17-year-old pregnant 
woman who showed incredible courage in 
helping the patriots fight the British in the Bat-
tle of the Margaretta. This was also known as 
the Battle of the Machias, the first naval battle 
of the Revolutionary War. Since 1910, the 
Hannah Weston Chapter has owned and 
maintained the Burnham Tavern, where the 
people of Maine first gathered to plan the de-
fense of their homes and our young nation. 

The Tavern was built in 1770, and has a 
rich history dating back to the Revolutionary 
War. Plans to capture the armed British ves-
sel, H.M.S. Margaretta, in the first naval battle 
of the American Revolution were made in the 
Tavern, and the wounded were nursed there. 
Many items in the Tavern are associated with 
that battle and the patriots who fought it. The 
Tavern acts as a historical landmark that wel-
comes visitors from around the country and 
the world, who seek to learn more about this 
important part of our nation’s struggle for inde-
pendence. 

The Burnham Tavern is the oldest building 
in eastern Maine, having withstood the test of 
time thanks to the members of the Hannah 
Weston Chapter. The Tavern has been kept in 
excellent condition, and the Chapter has paid 
out of their own pockets for the upkeep of the 
18th century building. 

The DAR has made a substantial contribu-
tion to the community through preserving a 
historical landmark and educating its visitors. 
Their efforts are truly remarkable, and all of 
Maine thanks them for their dedication to our 
nation’s history. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
the Hannah Weston Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution for their work in 
preserving such an important part of our na-
tion’s history. 

f 

HONORING THE SAGINAW RIVER 
COAST GUARD STATION 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the members of the U.S. 
Coast Guard stationed at the Saginaw River 
Coast Guard Station. The Mt. Zion Lutheran 
Church in Bay City, Michigan will hold a pro-
gram and reception on October 3rd to recog-
nize these dedicated service members. 

The United States Coast Guard established 
a presence in the Saginaw River in 1842 

when a lighthouse was constructed. Over the 
years the Coast Guard has maintained a light 
range system and expanded to now include 8 
boats, and is staffed by 27 active duty per-
sonnel and 5 reserve personnel. Its area of re-
sponsibility stretches from Point Lookout to 
Oak Point on the Saginaw Bay and from the 
mouth of the Saginaw River to Green Point in 
Saginaw. The station is responsible for serv-
icing 134 aids to navigation. On the average, 
the station runs 110 search and rescue mis-
sions a year. The Station has been designated 
as the Ice Capabilities Center of Excellence, 
which is the formal training site for the ice res-
cue procedures for the United States Coast 
Guard. The crew is considered the specialists 
in ice rescue and fulfills the role of instructors 
in the field. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to rise with me and applaud the 
work for the Saginaw River Coast Guard Sta-
tion. Their dedication to ensuring the safety 
and security of persons traveling the waters of 
the Saginaw Bay and Saginaw River is exem-
plary. I commend them for their service, en-
thusiasm, perseverance and I pray they will 
continue to do their job in safety for many 
years to come. 
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HONORING LIBERTY CORNER FIRE 
COMPANY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Liberty Corner Fire 
Company, located in Bernards Township, 
Somerset County, New Jersey which is cele-
brating its 100th Anniversary. 

The Liberty Corner Fire Company was in-
corporated on October 17, 1910 and spent the 
first 41⁄2 years organizing and growing prior to 
its activation. On March 4, 1915, during a 
meeting that officially activated the company, 
34 members joined what has become a fire 
company exuding bravery and rich in gen-
erosity. 

After becoming active, the members needed 
a firehouse. In June of 1915, a lot was pur-
chased and one month later construction 
began. At the time of completion, the Liberty 
Corner Fire Department funds ran low, but 
through the donation from the Bernardsville 
Fire Company, the Company acquired its first 
fire apparatus. 

Over the years, the Liberty Corner Fire 
Company joined alongside many other depart-
ments as they battled fires. The members 
worked tirelessly to not only keep their own 
community safe, but surrounding communities 
as well. The company often reported to fires in 
other towns in an effort to provide assistance. 

In 1954, it was decided that there was a 
need for a larger firehouse. Realizing the high 
cost to do so, the members dedicated 7,400 
hours of manpower to expand the building. By 
doing so, they were able to save over half the 
cost of the expansion. The building was com-
pleted with a dedication ceremony on July 14, 
1956. On December 10th of that same year, 
the Liberty Corner Fire Company received the 
Certificate of Perpetual Existence. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 11:55 Aug 26, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00047 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR10\E29SE0.002 E29SE0W
R

E
IE

R
-A

V
IL

E
S

 o
n 

D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T01:05:52-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




