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COMMENDING JOEL WERNICK 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a man who has greatly im-
proved the medical community of Georgia, 
Joel Wernick. 

For over 20 years, Mr. Wernick has served 
as president and CEO of Phoebe Putney 
Health System in Albany, Georgia. Through 
his stewardship, Phoebe Putney has thrived. 
The number of physicians has doubled. The 
facility has grown by several million square 
feet, and state-of-the-art technologies are now 
available to the patients. 

Phoebe Putney Health System is the re-
gion’s largest employer, and is comprised of 
Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital, a 450–bed 
tertiary care teaching hospital and Phoebe 
Worth Medical Center, a critical access rural 
hospital. Phoebe Putney Health System also 
manages the Southwest Georgia Regional 
Medical Center, Georgia’s first critical access 
hospital, in Cuthbert, Georgia. Phoebe Putney 
oversees the Southwest Georgia Family Medi-
cine Residency and is the site for the Medical 
College of Georgia’s first satellite clinical cam-
pus. 

In 2008, Phoebe Putney Health System 
helped to rebuild and expand the Sumter hos-
pital in Americus, Georgia, after it was de-
stroyed by a tornado; Sumter Regional Hos-
pital is now Phoebe Sumter Medical Center 
and is a diversified health care system, com-
plete with Inpatient and Outpatient Diagnostic 
and Therapeutic Services, Outpatient Surgery 
Services, Hospice, Rural Health Care Centers, 
Migrant Health, School Nurse Program and 
numerous physician specialties and office 
practices. 

Through Mr. Wernick’s excellent guidance, 
Phoebe has been recognized nationally for ex-
cellence in clinical quality, operations and 
community health. In 2004, Phoebe was pre-
sented the prestigious American Hospital As-
sociation’s Foster G. McGaw Prize. Addition-
ally, the health system became the first hos-
pital recipient of a Discovery Health Channel 
Medical Honor. Phoebe also has won three 
Voluntary Hospitals of America, VHA Leader-
ship Awards and the American Hospital Asso-
ciation’s Nova Award for an innovative teen 
pregnancy prevention program. 

Mr. Wernick is a native of Arkansas and a 
proud Razorback, receiving his bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas, and earned his master’s 
degree in hospital administration from Xavier 
University in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

He is married to Stacy Wernick, née Paul. 
They have one daughter, Lilly Katherine. Be-
sides his involvement with multiple local, state 
and national organizations, he takes time to 
teach as a member of the Georgia South-
western MBA faculty. He has been a Rotarian 
since 1982, and is a Paul Harris Fellow. 

Mr. Wernick is a Fellow of the American 
College of Healthcare Executives and is direc-
tor of the VHA. He is also on the board of 
VHA-Georgia, the Georgia Alliance of Commu-
nity Hospitals, and he is Chairman of the Med-

ical Resource Network, a statewide managed 
care network. Mr. Wernick is actively involved 
in many local civic and economic development 
initiatives. He currently chairs the Southwest 
Georgia Alliance for Progress, a regional coali-
tion to strengthen economic, educational and 
cultural infrastructures. 

Madam Speaker, Joel Wernick has greatly 
contributed to the lives of those in his commu-
nity and across the State of Georgia through 
his leadership of Phoebe Putney. This year, 
he has been recognized by Georgia Trend 
magazine for his significant contributions, hav-
ing been named one of the State’s top 25 
leaders. According to Georgia Trend, he ‘‘has 
guided the hospital to a period of historic 
growth in staff, revenues and new services, 
and has expanded the facility’s presence in 
vastly underserved areas in Southwest Geor-
gia.’’ For his dedication to our region, I wish to 
commend and congratulate an outstanding 
leader and my friend, Mr. Joel Wernick, on 
this significant accomplishment. 
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MARKING ‘‘TED HOGAN DAY’’ 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 18, 2010, the city of Crane, Texas 
honored one of her own by proclaiming ‘‘Ted 
Hogan Day.’’ Today, it is my distinct pleasure 
to mark that day here in the United States 
House of Representatives. 

Ted Hogan, Sr. was honored for his out-
standing citizenship and his loyalty to the peo-
ple of Crane, but his true worth to his commu-
nity goes far beyond that. 

As an active member of the Crane Lions 
Club, the Chamber of Commerce, the Amer-
ican Legion, the Masons, and several local 
churches, Mr. Hogan was a fixture in Crane, 
constantly devoting his time to make his 
hometown a safe, friendlier, and more pros-
perous city. I am particularly proud to brag on 
Mr. Hogan’s work on behalf of the children 
and young adults in Crane. 

Through the Boy Scouts, the Masons, his 
church, and more, Mr. Hogan has devoted his 
life to lifting and building up the next genera-
tion of Americans. His work has helped sick 
children receive medical care, turn boys into 
men, and give a moral foundation to the 
young people in his church. Every citizen in 
Crane, young and old, has benefitted from Mr. 
Hogan’s generosity with his time and wisdom. 
It is a fitting tribute that they chose to honor 
him and the work he has done. 

It is one of my great pleasures as a Member 
of Congress to share brief sketches of the 
life’s work of my constituents with the Mem-
bers of this House, and Mr. Hogan is no dif-
ferent. He is part of a generation of Americans 
who understood that our country can only be 
great if we give more than we take and we in-
vest in the institutions that serve future gen-
erations of Americans. Our nation would be a 
better place if more Americans walked in his 
footsteps. 

On behalf of the citizens of the 11th district 
of Texas, I would like to echo our neighbors 

in Crane and thank Mr. Hogan for his service 
to God, his family, and his community. I am 
humbled to be able to represent him in the 
halls of Congress. 
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CONGRATULATING ALTOONA 
CURVE 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, today, I 
rise to congratulate the Altoona Curve on win-
ning the 2010 championship of Minor League 
Baseball’s Eastern League. 

The Altoona Curve is a Double-A affiliate of 
the Pittsburgh Pirates that began play in Al-
toona in 1999. This is the Curve’s first title 
after four previous trips to the league playoffs. 

The Curve are a hit in Central Pennsylvania. 
The franchise was named minor league base-
ball’s best in 2006, and the team continues to 
provide great entertainment during the sum-
mer months for hundreds of thousands of loyal 
fans. 

I would especially like to recognize Curve 
owner and Altoona native Bob Lozinak, his 
front office staff, manager Matt Walbeck, and 
the many Curve players this year who helped 
make 2010 a championship season in Al-
toona. 

An entire region says thank you, congratula-
tions on this accomplishment, and best wishes 
for continued success on and off the field. 
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CONGRATULATING BRIGADIER 
GENERAL DAVID J. ELICERIO 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Brigadier General David 
J. Elicerio of Ham Lake, Minnesota, upon 
being named the 34th Red Bull Infantry Divi-
sion Commander. The Red Bulls hold a spe-
cial place in the hearts of all Minnesotans, and 
I’m so pleased to congratulate Brigadier Gen-
eral Elicerio on his new role with the Min-
nesota National Guard. 

Brigadier General Elicerio has served in the 
Minnesota National Guard for 30 years includ-
ing a peacekeeping mission to Bosnia and two 
tours in Iraq. His leadership capabilities have 
led to a decorated career and a distinguished 
reputation in the Guard. From his experience 
as a senior staff member and having com-
manded troops at the company, battalion and 
brigade levels, Brigadier General Elicerio will 
bring a wealth of experience that I know will 
maintain the enormous confidence we have in 
our troops. 

Madam Speaker, I ask this body to join me 
in recognizing Brigadier General Elicerio on 
this special occasion and to express our grati-
tude for his service and the sacrifices his fam-
ily has made in dedication to preserving free-
dom in America. 
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