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SENATE—Thursday, November 18, 2010 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable 
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, a Senator from 
the State of New York. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O God, we are in Your hands and may 

we rejoice above all things in being so. 
Do with us what seems good in Your 
sight. 

Today show mercy to the Members of 
this legislative body. Let Your sov-
ereign hand be over them and Your 
holy spirit ever be with them, directing 
their thoughts, words, and works. Lord, 
prosper the works of their hands, ena-
bling them in due season to reap a 
bountiful harvest. Strengthen their 
hearts in Your ways against tempta-
tion and make them more than con-
querors in Your love. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND led the Pledge of Allegiance, as 
follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, November 18, 2010. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND, a Senator from the State of New 
York, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-
lowing any leader remarks, the Senate 
will turn to a period of morning busi-
ness for an hour. Senators during that 
time will be permitted to speak for up 
to 10 minutes each. Republicans will 
control the first 30 minutes, the major-
ity will control the final 30 minutes. 

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the 
motion to proceed to S. 510, the FDA 
Food Safety Modernization Act. Yes-
terday cloture was invoked on the mo-
tion to proceed. Today we will continue 
to work with Senators on reaching an 
agreement to consider amendments so 
we may complete action on the bill 
this week. 

We are going to complete action on 
the bill. We may have to—if we have to 
use up all of the time, waste all of the 
time, these 30-hour provisions that are 
allowed under the Senate procedures, 
we are going to have to be here during 
the weekend. This is something we 
need to get done. 

Everyone should understand there is 
nothing to be gained by stalling this. It 
has been stalled for years, this piece of 
legislation. 

The Senate will recess from 12:30 
until 3 p.m. today because we have an-
other Democratic caucus. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 3962, S. 3963 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I am 
told there are two bills at the desk 
that are due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the titles of 
the bills for the second time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 3962) to authorize the cancella-
tion of removal and adjustment of status of 
certain alien students who are long-term 
United States residents and who entered the 
United States as children and for other pur-
poses. 

A bill (S. 3963) to authorize the cancella-
tion of removal and adjustment of status of 
certain alien students who are long-term 
United States residents and who entered the 
United States as children and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I object 
to any further proceedings with respect 
to these bills. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bills will be placed on the calendar. 

f 

FOOD SAFETY 

Mr. REID. Madam President, we are 
going to continue debate, as I an-

nounced, on the food safety legislation. 
No one in America should have to 
worry if their salad or sandwich is 
going to kill them. No one in the Sen-
ate should prey on that fear or play 
with it like a political football. Yet 
that is exactly what is happening. 

If you follow the Senate every day, 
you might not be surprised to see our 
Republican friends turn food safety 
into a partisan political issue. But if 
you are trying to keep yourself and 
your family healthy, you may be ap-
palled, and rightfully so. 

You might also be troubled to learn 
that our food safety system has not 
been updated in almost 100 years, in al-
most a century. Food processing, pro-
duction, and marketing have surely ad-
vanced over the last hundred years, but 
our safety measures have not. New con-
taminants come up every day, but our 
safety measures do not keep up. 

That is because our FDA does not 
have the authority or research it needs 
to keep up. This bill will fix that. It 
will greatly improve this important 
system, and it will keep regulatory 
burdens on farmers and food producers 
to a minimum. It simply gives the FDA 
the authority to recall contaminated 
foods to find out where these dangerous 
foods come from and to stop them from 
getting into our grocery stores. 

It is a bipartisan bill. The HELP 
Committee passed it unanimously. But 
somewhere between the committee and 
the Senate floor, making sure the food 
we eat is not poisonous has somehow 
become a partisan issue. That should 
be unacceptable to everyone. 

Food poisoning kills as many as 5,000 
of us, we Americans, every year. 
Foodborne illnesses sicken one in four 
people every year. I do not how many 
people have been affected by food poi-
soning. The Presiding Officer is from 
New York. My wife and I went to New 
York a number of years ago with our 
son and his girlfriend. We were going to 
go to a play. We had dinner at a nice 
restaurant. We both had chicken, the 
same dish. About 4 o’clock in the 
morning, I asked my wife if she would 
get me a drink of water. She said: No, 
I cannot; I am too sick. I was too sick 
too. We were so sick that day. We got 
out of the room we were staying in 
sometime midmorning. And, frankly, 
my wife never, ever got over that com-
pletely. She had an illness to begin 
with called ulcerative colitis. This ex-
acerbated her symptoms so badly that 
ultimately she was hospitalized for 
more than a month. 

These illnesses affect everyone. Con-
taminated food affects people and af-
fects people very badly. I repeat, 5,000 
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