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the OSCE forward, all 56 member States 
unanimously voted in favor of Kazakhstan’s 
chairmanship. 

I believe they did so in recognition of the 
bold steps President Nazarbayev has taken to 
bring Kazakhstan out from under the yoke of 
communism. Of course there is work left to do 
but, according to polling data from an inde-
pendent firm hired by the U.S. Embassy in 
Kazakhstan during the Bush administration, 90 
percent of the people of Kazakhstan support 
President Nazarbayev and are pleased with 
the work he is doing and more than 63 per-
cent of the people of Kazakhstan have a fa-
vorable opinion of the United States. 

Since 9/11 and regarding U.S. coalition op-
erations in Afghanistan, Kazakhstan has al-
lowed overflight and transshipment to assist 
U.S. efforts. U.S.-Kazakh accords were signed 
in 2002 on the emergency use of 
Kazakhstan’s Almaty airport and on other mili-
tary-to-military relations. The Kazakh legisla-
ture approved sending military engineers to 
Iraq in May 2003 and, in his April 2010 meet-
ing with President Obama, President 
Nazarbayev agreed to facilitate U.S. military 
air flights along a new trans-polar route that 
transits Kazakhstan to Afghanistan. 

Now Kazakhstan is the first post-Soviet, first 
predominantly Muslim, and the first Central 
Asian nation to serve in the top leadership role 
of the OSCE, an organization known for pro-
moting democracy, human rights and the rule 
of law. As Chair of the OSCE, Kazakhstan will 
also host the Astana Summit. The Astana 
Summit, like Kazakhstan’s Chairmanship of 
the OSCE, is historic. Earlier this year, my col-
leagues and I also spearheaded an effort call-
ing upon the U.S. to stand with Kazakhstan in 
support of an OSCE Summit, and I express 
my thanks to the Obama administration, and 
especially to U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton and Assistant Secretary of State for 
South and Central Asian Affairs Robert O. 
Blake, who are expected to represent the U.S. 
at the Summit. 

The Astana Summit has been organized at 
the initiative of President Nazarbayev and will 
be the first OSCE meeting of Heads of State 
to take place in more than a decade. It has 
been 11 years since the OSCE held a security 
summit and the world has changed drastically 
since then as a direct result of 9/11. While I 
have serious reservations about U.S. involve-
ment in Afghanistan, Kazakhstan aims to use 
the OSCE Chair and Summit to press for a 
resolution to the conflict in Afghanistan and for 
this reason I am pleased that the United 
States is supporting the Astana Summit. 

Given the serious importance of the Summit 
to U.S. efforts in Afghanistan, it is my hope 
that President Obama will attend. His pres-
ence will send the right signal to our allies in 
Central Asia who are also putting their lives on 
the line for us. 

Central Asian countries, and especially 
Kazakhstan, provide support for U.S. and 
NATO operations in Afghanistan and without 
their assistance we would have no hope for 
success. But I hope that our partnership will 
extend past the war in Afghanistan in both 
breadth and depth. For over 100 years, the 
people of Central Asia have lived without 
basic freedoms and, in my meetings with the 
people and leaders of these countries, they, 

like us, want to continue their march towards 
democracy and this is why I commend Presi-
dent Nazarbayev for providing the stability 
necessary to push freedom forward. 

Once more, I commend Kazakhstan for 
hosting the Astana Summit and I applaud the 
56 nations that will participate to demonstrate 
to the world that the OSCE is relevant, essen-
tial and committed to responding to common 
security threats. 
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Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the excellence in education in the 
Fourth Congressional District of Iowa, and to 
specifically congratulate Kee High School in 
Lansing, Iowa, for making the list of the 2010 
Blue Ribbon Schools. 

The Blue Ribbon Schools Program honors 
public and private elementary, middle and high 
schools that are either academically superior 
or that demonstrate dramatic gains in student 
achievement. Kee High School scored in the 
top ten percent in Iowa with at least 40 per-
cent of their students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds improving their performance on 
state assessments or nationally-normed tests. 

I consider it a great honor to represent Kee 
High School Principal Patrick Heiderscheit, the 
teachers, students, school board members 
and administrators of Eastern Allamakee Com-
munity Schools in the United States Congress. 
I wish Kee High School continued academic 
excellence as they provide a positive impact 
on future generations to come. 
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
today, I had the honor to speak at a briefing 
on Alzheimer’s disease and the important 
work of the National Institute on Aging (NIA), 
National Institutes of Health, in providing lead-
ership on research and treatments for patients 
with Alzheimer’s. In addition to the NIA, the 
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, Alliance 
for Aging Research, Leaders Engaged on Alz-
heimer’s Disease, USAgainst Alzheimer’s, and 
the National Collaborative on Aging partici-
pated in the briefing. 

November is National Alzheimer’s Disease 
Awareness Month, and the briefing today pro-
vided an important contribution to increasing 
awareness in Congress. I fondly recall that 
President Ronald Reagan designated the first 
National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
week in 1982, 12 years before he announced 
that he had been diagnosed with the disease. 

Alzheimer’s disease is now the seventh 
leading cause of death in the United States. 

Estimates vary, but it is believed that over 5 
million individuals have Alzheimer’s and some-
one new develops the disease every 70 sec-
onds. One in eight persons over 65 and nearly 
half of those over 85 has Alzheimer’s. In my 
own state of New Jersey, 150,000 residents 
are suffering from Alzheimer’s. 

With the aging of the 78 million American 
baby-boomers, by 2050, 16 million will have 
the disease if advances are not made to pre-
vent it. 

In 2009, 11 million family caregivers pro-
vided the equivalent of $144 billion in care. 
And Alzheimer’s costs to Medicare and Med-
icaid last year were $123 billion. 

When I was first elected to Congress in 
1980, diagnosis of Alzheimer’s was about 
three million cases, and the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) invested only $13 million in 
Alzheimer’s research. This year, NIH will in-
vest $469 million in baseline funding for Alz-
heimer’s research. While we have made 
progress in federal support, we know that 
much more needs to be done to conquer this 
terrible disease. 

In 1999, I joined Congressman MARKEY in 
founding the Congressional Task Force on 
Alzheimer’s to help increase congressional 
awareness and legislative efforts relative to 
Alzheimer’s. The Task Force which now in-
cludes 158 Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, hosts briefings and forums for 
Members of Congress and their staffs and 
works closely with the Alzheimer’s Foundation 
of America and the Alzheimer’s Association, 
which has a New Jersey affiliate. 

We are working here in the House and with 
our colleagues in the Senate to pass this year 
The National Alzheimer’s Project Act ( or 
NAPA), legislation designed to better coordi-
nate research and clinical programs dealing 
with Alzheimer’s disease all across the federal 
bureaucratic spectrum. NAPA currently has 
109 cosponsors. 

As I mentioned earlier, by 2050, nearly 16 
million Americans will have Alzheimer’s, yet 
there is no national plan to deal with this 
looming crisis. The National Alzheimer’s 
Project Act (NAPA), which has been modified 
since its introduction in February of this year, 
establishes in the Office of the Secretary of 
HHS a National Alzheimer’s Project. It also will 
establish an inter-agency advisory council to 
advise the Secretary of HHS and address the 
government’s efforts on Alzheimer’s research, 
care, institutional services, and home- and 
community-based programs. 

The Alzheimer’s Project will create and 
maintain an integrated national plan to over-
come Alzheimer’s; accelerate the development 
of treatments that would prevent, halt, or re-
verse the course of Alzheimer’s; help to co-
ordinate the health care and treatment of citi-
zens with Alzheimer’s; ensure that ethnic and 
racial populations—who are at higher risk for 
Alzheimer’s and least likely to receive care— 
are included in clinical, research, and service 
efforts; coordinate with international bodies to 
integrate and inform the fight against Alz-
heimer’s globally; and provide information and 
coordination of Alzheimer’s research and serv-
ices across all Federal agencies. 

I would like to commend the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation and the Alzheimer’s Association 
for their work and support to advance this leg-
islation. As you know, such strong advocacy 
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