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Marketplace, a day at the beach, and 
lunch at the Hard Rock Cafe. Often 
this is the one time a year that these 
children have a chance to go outside in 
the fresh air and feel the sunshine on 
their faces. 

At camp, volunteers make the week 
unique by putting on carnival nights 
and themed dance parties. But above 
all, the camp offers a chance to escape 
wheelchairs, medical tubes, and breath-
ing equipment by going swimming. The 
process of getting each child into the 
pool takes over 20 minutes and five to 
six volunteers. 

VACC camp is unique for the oppor-
tunities that it provides to its campers 
and their families. Caring for a child 
who is dependent upon technology to 
breathe puts an incredible amount of 
pressure on even the strongest of fami-
lies. Parents are responsible for inten-
sive 24-hour care without a day off. 

Of all the difficulties of caring for a 
sick child, one of the most trying is so-
cial isolation. VACC Camp serves not 
just the kids but also their siblings and 
their parents. With programs like Par-
ents’ Dinner Out, this camp is a time 
to have fun and take a day off. What a 
luxury. 

VACC Camp is an opportunity for 
these children and their parents to see 
that they are not alone, to build a com-
munity and a support structure. 

Camp is a life-changing week for the 
families and the selfless volunteers 
who make it happen. Sponsored by 
Miami Children’s Hospital and sup-
ported by hundreds of volunteers, 
VACC Camp is completely free for the 
families. The camp depends not only on 
the medical professionals who use their 
vacation days but also on its many 
teen volunteers. Local high school stu-
dents interact with campers to make 
the week truly special and fun, and 
they leave the week with lifelong 
friendships. Camp is as much of a life- 
changing event for these high school 
students as it has been for the campers 
themselves. 

I am so appreciative, Madam Speak-
er, of the hard work and the countless 
volunteers who come together to make 
this camp a magical week year after 
year. 

To Dr. Simpser and everyone in-
volved at the VACC Camp: You have 
touched the lives of so many families 
and helped so many become happier 
and healthier children. Happy 25th an-
niversary, VACC Camp, and keep up 
the good work. 

f 

GEORGIA’S FIRST SQUADRON, 
108TH CAVALRY OF THE 48TH IN-
FANTRY BRIGADE COMBAT 
TEAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GRAVES) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the dis-

tinguished service of seven men from 
Georgia’s First Squadron, 108th Cav-
alry of the 48th Infantry Brigade Com-
bat Team based in northwest Georgia. 

On September 2, 2010, these men re-
ceived the Bronze Star and Army Com-
mendation Medals with ‘‘V’’ Device for 
their personal valor and action in an 
intense firefight during Operation 
Brest Thunder. Operation Brest Thun-
der, an operation involving U.S. troops, 
French marines, and the Afghanistan 
National Army, was designed in order 
to persuade the citizens of Afghanistan 
that it was safe for them to participate 
in the electoral process in the dan-
gerous insurgency area of the Shpee 
Valley and the Kapisa Province. 

It was through their bravery and 
boldness during this operation that the 
following men have been recognized for 
their outstanding action. The Bronze 
Star Medal with ‘‘V’’ device was award-
ed to: 

Captain Nathaniel C. Stone of Monti-
cello, Georgia; Sergeant First Class 
Kenneth Brooks of Calhoun, Georgia; 
Staff Sergeant William Bookout of 
Villa Rica, Georgia; Sergeant Roger 
Mavis of Dallas, Georgia; and Spe-
cialist Christopher Lowe from Savan-
nah, Georgia. 

Receiving the Army Commendation 
Medal with ‘‘V’’ device were Staff Ser-
geant William Moore of Newnan, Geor-
gia, and Specialist Justin Evans of Sil-
ver Creek, Georgia. 

During Operation Brest Thunder, a 
large number of Taliban had entered 
the Shpee Valley in Afghanistan in 
order to reinforce insurgents already 
there. At the start of their mission, 
U.S. forces immediately took heavy 
fire from enemy forces in every direc-
tion. 

After a fellow captain was mortally 
wounded, and the assisting soldier, 
Specialist Lowe, wounded and inca-
pacitated, Captain Stone and Spe-
cialist Evans sprung into action. Cap-
tain Stone was dispatched to lead the 
Quick Reaction Force to evacuate Spe-
cialist Lowe and the fallen soldier from 
the battlefield back to the combat out-
post. Meanwhile, Specialist Evans 
treated Specialist Lowe’s wounds while 
staving off enemy fire. 

Maneuvering under fire, Captain 
Stone and Sergeant First Class Brooks, 
the onsite commander, immediately 
assessed the situation and the course of 
action for evacuation. They soon real-
ized that the only way to retrieve the 
casualties was to immediately employ 
their men to lay down fire at a tree 
line that had been the source of the 
heaviest assault. 

Once their men were in place and 
able to begin an aggressive attack, 
Captain Stone, along with another sol-
dier, sprinted approximately 50 meters 
up high ground towards the house 
where the casualties were located with-
out regard for their own personal safe-
ty. Upon reaching Specialist Evans and 

Specialist Lowe, Captain Stone real-
ized Specialist Lowe was losing a lot of 
blood and must be rapidly evacuated 
out of harm’s way. Captain Stone 
sprinted towards one of the vehicles 
where Specialist Lowe was placed, 
while several rounds of enemy fire shot 
around him, skimming the top of his 
right boot. 

And Captain Stone ran through 
enemy fire to ensure that Specialist 
Lowe received medical attention and 
that the body of his fellow soldier was 
retrieved. 

This quick thinking and courageous 
action by Captain Stone and Specialist 
Evans, without regard for their own 
safety, saved Specialist Lowe’s life and 
assured the retrieval of their fellow 
man. Throughout the duration of Oper-
ation Brest Thunder, Sergeant First 
Class Brooks, Staff Sergeant Moore, 
Sergeant Mavis and Sergeant Bookout 
endured heavy enemy fire. 

These men led valiantly, calmly, and 
decisively. Although they were under 
heavy enemy fire, these men and their 
team pressed on and unfortunately sus-
tained two casualties. However, they 
were able to maneuver their forces and 
hold overwatch positions until the 
Quick Reaction Force could respond to 
medevac any casualties and help neu-
tralize the enemy threat. They simul-
taneously oversaw the defense of their 
combat outpost from heavy fire upon 
the return of their mission. 

A few of these men have noted Oper-
ation Brest Thunder to be one of the 
toughest battles they have fought. But 
it is because of their strength of skill 
that a Taliban commander and almost 
two dozen insurgents fell, helping the 
United States and her allies grow 
stronger, protecting her from those 
who wish to do her harm. 

The courageous actions of these men 
show their commitment to their mis-
sion, to each other, and to their coun-
try. 

Madam Speaker, I have taken this 
opportunity to commend the heroic ac-
tions of these men. But I would also 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
them. I would like to thank these men 
for sacrificing their lives and their 
livelihoods for this country. 

I want to thank their families for 
showing tremendous support, strength, 
and resiliency, and I want to be sure 
that they and their brothers and sisters 
all across the United States Armed 
Forces know that we at home are al-
ways thinking and supportive of them. 
Americans can sleep more peacefully, 
Americans can live their lives more 
freely knowing that soldiers like these 
brave men from Georgia’s First Squad-
ron, 108th Cavalry of the 48th Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team are out there 
fighting for our freedoms. 

God bless them and their families, 
and may the Lord continue to bless 
this great and glorious cause called 
America. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO H.R. 
4783, CLAIMS RESOLUTION ACT 
OF 2010 
Mr. POLIS, from the Committee on 

Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 111–660) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1736) providing for consideration 
of the Senate amendments to the bill 
(H.R. 4783) to accelerate the income tax 
benefits for charitable cash contribu-
tions for the relief of victims of the 
earthquake in Chile, and to extend the 
period from which such contributions 
for the relief of victims of the earth-
quake in Haiti may be accelerated, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

THE RULE OF LAW: FEDERAL 
REGULATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CARTER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes. 

Mr. CARTER. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker. 

We’ve been talking for a couple of 
years now about the rule of law and 
how the rules that we set up for our-
selves are rules that glue our society 
together. But there are times when 
there are rules that people have a mis-
conception about. This happens more 
and more when you’re back home, 
somebody will come to you in the busi-
ness community or even in their per-
sonal life and complain about some-
thing or some way that the govern-
ment was interfering with their lives. 
There are times when, at least in my 
office, where people come in griping 
about it and unfortunately it’s not the 
Federal Government. It’s rarely not 
the Federal Government, but some-
times it’s not the Federal Government 
but it’s the State government. But al-
most always people presume that the 
law that is intrusive upon their life, 
and these are people that are not in the 
regular course of dealing with Wash-
ington, those laws were passed by Con-
gress. So, therefore, Congress did this 
to you. And, in a way, it’s true. 

Tonight, I want to talk about Fed-
eral regulatory authority. Federal reg-
ulations. We’re at a time right now 
that some would argue is at least equal 
to the Great Depression in a time of 
joblessness and in a time of economic 
stagnation. Some would argue we’re 
second to the Great Depression. Which-
ever it is, we have literally hundreds of 
thousands and millions of people in 
this country who need a job. They need 
to work. They want to work. They 
want to be out there and be productive 
members of society. That’s the most 
important thing in their life. 

Feeding your family. People go to 
great strains to try to make sure that 

they can provide for their families. And 
I think all Americans feel that way. 
Nothing hurts more than to realize 
that whether it’s your fault or the 
fault of the economy or what, you 
can’t find a job in the town you live in, 
or maybe even anyplace within driving 
distance of where you live. You hesi-
tate to move all the way across the 
country to someplace where you hear 
there are jobs because it’s so disruptive 
to your family. The pressure is tremen-
dously bad on people in this country 
right now. There are folks that are try-
ing to create jobs, and they have things 
that are interfering with their lives. 

There’s all kinds of reasons why you 
get stagnation and you get companies 
that are fearful to create jobs, that 
people are, as we hear, quote, hoarding 
their profits. One of the reasons we 
talk about all the time is uncer-
tainty—‘‘I don’t know what’s going to 
happen and until I know what’s going 
to happen, I’m holding onto my 
money.’’ That might be actually some 
pretty good planning in many ways. 
But there’s also that ‘‘I can’t explain 
it’’ factor that is in people’s lives. ‘‘I 
can’t explain it; I just don’t feel good 
about things right now.’’ I believe that 
a lot of the ‘‘I can’t explain it, I just 
don’t feel good about things right now’’ 
feeling that a lot of Americans have, 
actually you could go back to what 
FDR said: ‘‘The only thing we have to 
fear is fear itself.’’ We can’t define 
what causes us to be afraid in many in-
stances. But there are things that go 
on that we create in this Congress. 
Through acts of Congress, we create 
authorities, agencies, boards, commis-
sions, departments, all kinds of enti-
ties that have career Federal bureau-
crats that work for them, and we give 
them what’s called regulatory author-
ity. Regulatory authority basically 
gives them authority to write addi-
tional rules to implement the overall 
plan of what the Congress perceived to 
be a need of the country and passed in 
the form of a piece of legislation. From 
that standpoint, I guess all rules are 
the resulting fault of the Congress. But 
in the vast majority of instances, the 
regulations are never addressed by the 
Congress. 

Tonight, some of my friends are join-
ing me and I’m really proud to have 
them here. We’re going to talk about 
the fact that this is not the first time 
this has been recognized as an inter-
ference in the ability to create growth 
and create jobs in this country. Back 
in the nineties, back in, I believe it was 
right after the 1994 Republican take-
over of the House, the Contract with 
America, there were a lot of pieces of 
legislation passed. Some of the things 
they tried to do were things that would 
get some of the regulators off the 
backs of small and large businesses 
which would prevent the creation of 
wealth, prevent the creation of jobs. 
They passed something called the Con-

gressional Review Act. It was signed 
into law by President Clinton. The 
Congressional Review Act requires all 
Federal agencies to submit any new 
major regulation—that’s what I was 
telling you about; agencies have regu-
latory authority and those regulations 
are like laws written by bureaucrats— 
to Congress for 60 days prior to the en-
actment of that regulation, during 
which time Congress can vote to block 
the new rules. 

With President Obama in the White 
House and REID still throttling the 
Senate, the CRA, the Congressional Re-
view Act, gives the House the potential 
to look at these things and to realize 
that probably the largest concentra-
tion of regulatory rules that will ever 
be written in the history of this coun-
try are probably going to be written, or 
are in the process of being written on 
ObamaCare right now. 

You hear all these many things that 
are going on, if you just watch your 
television, about the Secretary has 
come up with a new rule and has grant-
ed a new waiver to rules, a temporary 
waiver, a permanent waiver, a 60-day 
rule; a rule forever. Rules are actually 
epidemic. Last year, the Federal Gov-
ernment issued a total of 3,316 new 
rules and regulations, an average of 13 
rules a day. Seventy-eight of those new 
rules were major rules. A major rule is 
any rule that may result in an annual 
effect on the economy of $100 million or 
more; a major increase in cost or prices 
for consumers; or a significant adverse 
effect on the economy. We are already 
seeing that ObamaCare seems to be the 
mother of all rules. 

The Congressional Research Service 
reports that ObamaCare gives Federal 
agencies substantial responsibility and 
authority to, quote, fill in the blanks, 
fill in the details, for the legislation 
that was passed by this Congress and 
submitted for regulations. 

b 1920 

There are more than 40 provisions in 
the health care overhaul that require, 
permit, or contemplate Federal rule-
making. We have this tool called the 
CRA. And I’ve got a board here that 
tells you a little bit about it, and I told 
you some of it. So it passed as part of 
the Small Business Regulatory En-
forcement Fairness Act of 1996, part of 
the Contract for America Advancement 
Act of 1996. The purpose was to allow 
Congress to review every new Federal 
regulation issued by the government, 
government agencies, or passed by a 
joint resolution and overrule that regu-
lation. 

The way it works is the Federal 
agencies shall submit to each House of 
Congress and to the Comptroller Gen-
eral a comprehensive report on any 
major proposed rule. Congress has 60 
days to pass a joint resolution of dis-
approval of any rule. The Senate must 
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